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PREFACE. 


From a short Advertisement, prefixed to the late London 
edition by the Rev. Edward Bickersteth, we learn that 
‘this book, first published in 1660, in 18mo, is so scarce, 
that it is not known that any copy exists except the one in 
the library of Lord Viscount Mandeville,” from which that 
edition has been reprinted. Mr. B. adds; ‘It is written in 
a truly good spirit, and contains many just, seasonable, and 
valuable remarks on the subject on which it treats. Nothing 
is known of the author beyond the initials of his name, 
‘I. F’ May the blessed hope of the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ be largely re. 
vived among all Christians, so that we may all be looking 
and waiting for His return and kingdom!” 

The Edinburgh Presbyterian Review, the very able and 
interesting Quarterly of the Scottish evangelicals, in notic- 


ing the work in theflumber for January, 1843, makes the 
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following observations: ‘The spirit of this little piece of 
antiquity is admirable. It is calm, candid, and Christian, 
marked by boldness in the maintenance of the author’s own 
views, yet also by equal charity in opposing the opinions of 
others. Mr. Bickersteth’s imprimatur is worth much, and 
would, of itself, be a sufficient testimony in its favour. To 
this we gladly add our own, asking our readers to weigh the 
author’s arguments with calmness and unbiassed judgments. 
Assuredly the subject is a momentous one, and not to be 
treated slightly, nor condemned unheard. In these last 
days, especially, when the world’s crisis is hastening on with 
whirlwind speed, it becomes us to inquire, ‘ What of the 
night ?? and instead of despising, through prejudice, the ef- 
forts of some to interpret ‘the true word of prophecy,’ we 
ought to rejoice that ‘many are running to and fro,’ and 
that ‘knowledge is increased.’ The dislike of many to the 
literal interpretation of prophecy is much to be deplored. 
Not only does it lead to the obscuration of the prophetic 
scriptures; but it proceeds upon principles of exposition, 
which, if carried out and applied to other parts of inspira- 
tion, would unfix the whole word of God.” 

These last remarks we commend to the serious regard of 
our brethren in the churches of America. It is, compara. 
tively speaking, a small matter, that ecclesiastical courts 
should be taught the impolicy of involving themselves in 
perplexity, and disgrace, by making the denial of the an- 
cient faith of Christians in the glorious reign of their Mas. 
ter a test of ministerial fellowship. We have no apprehen- 
sion, indeed, that such a thing will occur again. But, at 
any rate, our love for these most preci@us and consolatory 
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truths is sufficient, we trust, to reconcile us to the privilege 
of suffering for them. We recollect how recently we our- 
selves escaped from some at least of the prejudices of educa- 
tion in reading the oracles of God; and we would not undu- 
ly resent even the violence of those, who, under the same 
disastrous and blinding influence, ‘know not what they , 
do.” We are quite willing, if such be the will of God, that 
our brethren should “ strike,” so they will but “ hear.” Let 
them begin by suspecting it as possible, that in a department 
of theology, which confessedly has been but little studied by 
us hitherto, there may after all be found, ‘revealed to 
faith,’ though unnoticed by them, great and momentous 
events, as well as relations of the events to one another, not 
more replete with speculative interest, than direct and ur- 
gent in their bearing on our daily happiness and duty; and 
yet so revealed, that a man shall not find them, who grudg- 
es the labour, to which the prophets of God were subjected, 
of ‘enquiring and searching diligently.” 1 Pet.i.10. Here, 
if any where, the apostolic maxim may be allowed to check 
the presumption, and shame the dogmatism, of a lazy, and 
incurious, and intolerant ignorance ; “if any man think that 
he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought 
to know.” 1 Cor. viii. 2. What Dr. Henry More says 
beautifully of the Bible in general is especially applicable to 
prophecy ;—‘* Wherefore that the mind of man may be wor- 
thily employed and taken up with a kind of spiritual hus. 
bandry, God has not made the Scriptures like an artificial 
garden, wherein the walks are plain and regular, the plants 
sorted and set in order, the fruits ripe, and the flowers blown, 
and all things fully exposed to our view; but rather like an 
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uncultivated field, where indeed we have the ground and 
hidden seeds of all precious things, but nothing can be © 
brought to any great beauty, order, fulness or maturity, 
without our own industry; nor indeed with it, unless the 
dew of His grace descend upon it, without whose blessing 
this spiritual culture will thrive as little, as the labour of the 
husbandman without showers of rain.’”’* 

Our confidence, we confess, is great, and is confirmed not 
only by the experience of this unknown author, but by se- 
veral cases of the same kind within our own observation, 
that a careful examination of the prophetic word, even 
though undertaken in a spirit of hostility to ** Christ’s reign 
with his saints a thousand years,” will conduct, at least in 
a majority of imstances, to that noblest of triumphs—the 
triumph won over our own uncharitable suspicions, and in- 
veterate dislikes, and cherished errors—and to the secure 
possession of a joy, to which we have too long been stran. 
gers, in “* waiting for God’s Son from heaven.” 1 Thess. i. 10. 

There is one good result which cannot fail to be realized 
from the publication of this treatise, and that is the unde- 
ceiving of some who read it, with respect to the age and 
standing of what is styled ‘“‘modern Millenarianism” by 
those, who, however contemptuous, and whatever may be 
their general attainments, in this matter certainly betray a 
lack of information, or of candour. Such also as are famil- 
iar with the admirable essays, collected in ** The Literalist,” 
will be at onee surprised and delighted to find, that the 
same freshness, and clearness, and modesty of statement, 
and much of that minute textual criticism, by which seve. 
ral of these are distinguished, were equally exemplified, in 

* Mystery of Godliness, B.I. ch. 2. 
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the days of the Commonwealth and Puritans of England, 
by this brother, among many others, long ‘ fallen asleep’— 
this nominis wmbra, who providentially reappears from the 
depth of the 17th Century, to renew his testimony to the 
coming glory of his Lord. Perhaps, we shall be allowed to 
quote in this connection the words of the father of English 
poetry, which repeatedly occurred to our own mind in the 
perusal of the little volume :— 


** For out of th’ oldé fieldés, as men saith, 
Cometh all this new corn from year to year 3 
And out of oldé bookés, in good faith, 
Cometh all this new science that men lere.”’ 
Chaucer. 


The reader may rely on having here an exact reprint of 
the second English edition, except that the numerous ex- 
tracts and phrases in foreign tongues are almost always 
omitted, and translations alone given, and generally in the 
words of the author. 

With earnest prayer for the divine blessing, we now again 
“‘submit” the work, as the author of it did originally, ‘to 
the trial of God’s word, and the censure of those that are 
sober, and pious, and unbiassed, and have studied the 
point.” 

**Come then, Christian reader, and partake with us of 
this blessed hope and of these scriptural and holy joys. 
They are not the novelties of the day, but the old paths in 
which the flock has walked from the very beginning. They 
are not modern inventions, but they pervade the Bible from 
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Genesis to Revelation. They are not new things in Chris- 
tianity; the early fathers and martyrs firmly believed them, 
and died in the faith of them. They humble man, they 
exalt the Saviour, and they promote holiness. Search the 
scriptures, see them plainly there, believe them, confess 
them, and spread them through the earth.”—Bickersteth’s 
Restoration of the Jews. 
JOHN LILLIE. 
New York, June 2, 1843. 


TO 


THE CHRISTIAN READER. 


COURTEOUS READER, 

Wuen I first fell to the study of Christ’s kingdom upon 
earth, I did it with a resolution to have done the quite con- 
trary to what is done in this small tract, viz. to have opposed 
and confuted it; but the more I studied the thing, the less 
able I was to do what I intended. At last I was convinced 
into a change of my opinion; and my grounds of so doing 
I first (upon his request) communicated to a reverend minis- 
ter, now with the Lord, only in a letter: himself and some 
other godly brethren desired me a little more fully to set down 
in writing what I had to say for it. I did gratify them in 
part, so that one sheet of paper swelled into five: and hav- 
ing communicated the same sheets to some other pious and 
godly brethren, they told me they would have it printed. 
This, I confess, was beyond all my intentions; but I durst 
not altogether reject their requests ; only, considering we live 
in a touchy age, I desired that I might write it over a third 
time, that so if there were any thing which I could, I might 
amend it : this they willingly granted. I didit. It is now 
(which was contrary to my resolution) somewhat bigger than 
it was before ; yet have I been as brief as well I could: I 
have left out much that might be said; I hope nothing is 
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said that may be justly offensive to any. I am very plain 
and familiar in speech, for I thought that might be advanta- 
geous to the subject, and not displease. I am not covetous to 
urge my faith upon any, only willing to give you an ac- 
count of the publication of this small piece. If you say it 
is not worthy the light, I confess I always thought so; yet 
I submitted to those that were of another opinion, and at 
this time you are entreated to do so too. And let me beg 
one thing at your hands, viz. not to think that I differ 
more from many godly learned divines than indeed I do. 
Some agree with me, some do not; those that do not, differ 
not so much as you (it may be) may think. The agreement 
and difference lies thus :— 

1. We are all agreed that Jesus Christ will come person- 
ally, corporally,; and visibly, from heaven to earth at the 
day of judgment. So he ascended, therefore so he shall de- 
scend, as we have it, Acts i. 11. So Job xix. 25: “tHe shall 
stand at the latter day on the earth.” In this, I think, we 
are all agreed. 

2. Weare all, I think, agreed, that when Christ thus 
comes, he will bring with him the souls of all his saints, ac- 
cording to that, Zech. xiv.5: ‘The Lord my God shall 
come, and all his saints with thee.” 1 Thess. 11.13: ‘ At 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 

3. We all agree, that their bodies shall be immediately 
raised out of their graves, and the soul and body joined 
and united together; and that though the soul continues, 
remains, and is in heayen, without the body, yet on earth 
it shall not be so, 

4, We all agree, that when it is thus raised, it is raised 
in glory. 1Cor. xv. 42: ‘In incorruption, in power, a 
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spiritual body.” Col. iii. 4: ‘* When Christ, who is our life 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory :” 
not thenceforth subject any more to sin or sorrow ; to muta. 
tion or mortality, to the want of meat, or drink, or clothing, 
or houses, or marriage, or any other comfort, but shall be as 
the angels. Matt. xxu. 30. 

5. Weall, I think, agree further, that this resurrection of 
the saints shall be some time before the resurrection of the 
wicked; that they shall have the pre-eminence, and be the 
first in order and time (I say nothing now how long) ; but 
all agree they shall be first, and the wicked shall not rise till 
some time (less or more) afterward. See 1 Cor. xv. 23,24: 
1 Thess. iv. 16; “ The dead in Christ shall rise first.” Rev. 
xxvdj 5; 6: 

6..We all agree, also, that the Lord Jesus Christ will be 
some time in judging the world ; that he will not huddle all 
over in a moment, but he will make some stay on the earth ; 
and that, as (though he hath no need of time) he took a space 
of time in creating the world, so he will take some space of 
time on earth to do what he will then do, viz. besides the 
question in hand, to judge and conclude all things in. 

7. And all of us, I think, are agreed in this also, that 
while Christ stays on the earth (let it be longer or lesser 
time), the saints also must stay, and not go to heaven, from 
the earth, until Christ goes, and carries them up with him. 

8. And all will grant that it must needs be a very glori. 
ous time, while it lasts, when Christ shall have removed his 
court from heaven to earth, and be in his glory, attended 
with angels, environed with all his saints, who are also all 
of them in their glory. O! how can such a time be (while it 
lasts) less than a glorious time ?—all things will be new. 
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9. Lastly, the only difference will be in the time; how 
long this day of judgment, or kingdom of Christ, or reign of 
the saints, or millennium (call it what you will) shall last. 
I conceive (and so do many, whose books I am not worthy 
to carry after them) that it will last a thousand years; and 
for the proof of that these following pages are offered. 
But if those of another mind will point another time, and 
prove it, it shall very well please me, who am, I hope, and 
ever shall be, as willing to hear as to speak, to learn as teach. 
And so, entreating thee, courteous reader, to pardon what- 
soever thou seest in me amiss, I humbly beg thy prayers to 
God for me, and (if that were any thing worth) I will not fait 
thee in mine, who always, desire to be (though worthless) a 
servant to Christ and thy soul. 

I. F. 


A SOBER INQUIRY, 
&c. 


Sane Cann 
THE RISE AND RUIN OF ANTICHRIST. 


Amonest the many questions that this age abounds with, 
these two great questions seem more especially to be of con- 
cernment to us, viz. when did that man of sin, who hath 
been the world’s burden and the saint’s bane, arise, and when 
shall he cease ? Secondly, whether shall Chnist personally 
reign with his saints, and take into his own hands the mon- 
archy of the world; when, and how long, if hedo? I con- 
fess these inquiries themselves are such as lie under the cen- 
sures of some, the reproaches of others, and the general neg- 
lect of very many; so that it will not be needless to say 
something by way of justification of ourselves, before we 
come to the questions themselves: the which I] shall do in 
these three conclusions. . 

Con. 1. This inquiry is no enemy to a man’s own grace, 
or the grace of God in others ; but rather a special help and 
advantage to the increase and quickening of grace, both in 
the person inquiring, and the person reading and hearing. 
For even this is included under that general command, John 
v. 39: ‘ Search the Scriptures.” God commands not that 
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which is prejudicial to our graces, but advantageous to their 
growth and increase. Hence we may and must (1 Thess. 
v.21) “ Prove all things, and hold fast that whichis good.” 
Again, a word of blessing goes along with sincere and faith- 
ful endeavours of this nature. Rev. 1.3: ‘t Blessed is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein.” Rev. xxii. 
7: ‘ Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book.” ‘The original word in either place which is 
translated te keep, comes from a verb which signifies to re- 
serve, or observe ; noting a searching, so as to wear or rub 
out, that we may keep what we so find. Again, we have 
a particular promise of fruit and success annexed to such an 
inquiry or inquiries. Dan. xii. 4: ‘* Many shall run to and 
fro {that is, about the time of the end, when the things them- 
selves draw towards an accomplishment, many shall run to 
and fro, by inquiries, and searchings, and disputes], and 
knowledge shall be increased.” And this cannqt be head- 
knowledge only, but heart-knowledge also: for the first 
would be a poor blessing without the other. 

Con. 2. The Holy Ghost hath expressly foretold, that the 
saint at the time of the end shall make diligent inquiry into 
these things. Dan. viii. 13: ‘* Then I heard one saint speak- 
ing, and another saint said unto that certain saint which 
spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sac- 
rifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot ?” Dan. xii. 
5, 6: ‘* How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ?” 
It were easy, but I conceive it needless, to multiply texts for 
the proof of this; therefore, 

Con. 3. The Holy Ghost hath left particular and certain 
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ground for the faith of God’s people in the last days to go to 
God upon for light and knowledge in these things and inqui- 
ries. Dan. xu.4: ‘ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end.” And verse 
9, ‘‘ the words are closed and sealed till the time of the end ;’’ 
and then, as I said, many shall run to and fro, and know- 
ledge, by these inquiries and disquisitions, shall be increased. 
The conclusion is, that, at or about the time of the end, mys- 
teries are, by scrutination, searchings, inquiries, and serious 
studies, to be understood, the book unsealed, the vision made 
known ; and if so, then this our practice is justifiable, and 
the practice of all those holy, godly, and learned divines, who 
have engaged themselves in studies of this nature, laudable 
and praiseworthy. And although many learned pens have 
been mistaken in some things, yet they have hit right in 
many others; if some lines have been crooked, yet many 
have been straight; men have not been infallible, and yet 
for all that very profitable,—so that, by their canvassing the 
matter to and fro, knowledge hath increased. But, on 
the other hand, the carelessness, and remissness, and negli- 
gence of the world, not looking narrowly, diligently, and se- 
riously into mysteries and prophecies, hath done a great deal 
of hurt. What else, I pray you, was the cause that, when 
Christ, in his first coming, was so earnestly expected, and 
looked for, and desired, and all this about the time when he 
did come; yet he came, and came to his own, and to his 
own that expected him, and did his work, and went again, 
and they did not receive or own him? Again, what else 
was the cause that antichrist should be looked for, and feared 
that he would come, and this about the time that he did 
come, and was written and preached against ; yet he came, 
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and came at that very time, and yet found entertainment 
yea, hath almost lived his long life, done his work, and runt 
his thousand two hundred and sixty days or years; and yet, 
for all this, the more part will hardly take notice of it, but 
take him for Christ’s vicar, whom the dragon substituted 
and made to be his own lieutenant? Again, is not Christ 
almost ready to take the beast and false prophet, and calt 
both out of the world into the lake, and take to himself his 
great power and reign, and give the kingdom to the saints, 
and reduce the nations under his dominion, and bind up Sa- 
tan, and sit on the throne of David; and yet the more part 
will believe none of all this? I pray you, then, let me be 
amongst the number of those that run to and fro, that, if it 
were the will of God, knowledge might increase. And give 
me leave to speak a few words (and as it were by way of pre- 
paration to the second thing proposed, which I mainly in- 
tend) to the first of these two questions, to wit, of the rise 
and ruin of antichrist. And in the first place we are to note, 
that the last times, so much spoken of in the New Testa- 
ment, in the general note out unto us all the times from Christ 
unto the consummation of all things; which times are the 
last in respect of the times of the world complexively con- 
sidered, as old age is the last times of a man in respect of his 
whole complex age. Now these last times, consist of three 
great periods ; as Mede, the Sober Guess, and others, have 
abundantly cleared and made out: the first of these was the 
period or time of the dragon, when heathenism raged in the 
world ; the second was the time of the beast and false proph- 
et, who synchronise, when superstition and idolatries prevail, 
the third is the millennium or reign of Christ, when Satan is 
bound up, and the kingdom given to the saints. Note we 
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further, that the scripture tells us of no other period ; these 
three are all; and where the first ends, the second begins ; 
and the ending of the second just precedes the beginning of 
the third. Now our question is of the second of these three 
periods.) aR oy os 


oe ee 


THE MILLENNIUM, GREAT JUDGMENT, OR 
REIGN OF CHRIST. 


I come now, in the second place, to that which I chiefly 
intend to speak to, viz. to treat of the millennium, or the 
great judgment, in the compass whereof Christ and his saints 
reign together a thousand years. I must confess, in the 
words of Pareus,t Hec explicare fateor me trepide aggredi, 
that I was somewhat afraid to adventure upon the hand- 
ling of these things; because, what I conceive to be the 
genuine sense and meaning of those Scriptures which treat 
of ‘this subject, and the mind of God herein, is laden with 
many and inveterate prejudices; partly by the long disuse 
and crying down of what was formerly received by orthodox 
antiquity ; and partly because of the many fopperies, if not 
worse, which have been tacked to the truth. So that I shall 
herein dissent from many who yet profess the same things 
in the general ; it being, I hope, my design to free the truth 
from errors and falsities, which have a long time hung upon 
it: but these I am willing to dissent from. I fear far more, 
lest I should not agree in opinion with many worthy, pious, 
and grave divines, from whom I am very unwilling in the: 
least to depart. But if I may not have the assent of all such: 
as yet, having notwithstanding many famous lights, ag, 

* Nore A. t Pareus, Com. on Apoe. cap. 2h 
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Justin Martyr, Ireneus, Tertullian, Piscator, Alstedius, 
Mede, Dr. 'Twisse, Archer, Holmes, ‘Tillinghast, with many 
others, to walk in the same path, and lead me the way, I 
shall follow their steps so far as I may, besecching the reader 
to pardon me, if now and thenhe sce me step aside. I will 
promise to be as careful and circumspect as God shall help 
me: let me have the reader’s charity. ‘The mother-text of 
Scripture, whence the Church of the Jews did ground the 
name and expectation of the great day of judgment, with the 
circumstances thereto belonging, and whereunto almost all 
the descriptions and expressions thereof in the NewTestament 
have reference, is that vision of the seventh of Daniel, ofa 
session of judgment, when the fourth beast came to be de- 
stroyed,—where this great assizes is represented after the 
manner of the great Synedrion, or consistory of Israel, where- 
in the pater judicii had his assessores, sitting upon seats se- 
micircle-wise before him, from his right hand to his left. “I 
beheld,” saith Daniel, ver. 9, ‘‘ till the thrones or seats were 
pitched down—[not thrown down, as our late English hath 
it, but pitched down, namely, for the senators to sit upon ;] 
—and the ancient of days [that is, the pater consistorii} did 
sit,” &c. ‘ And[I beheld] till the judgment was set [that 
is, the whole Sanhedrim], and the books were opened,” &c. 

Here we see both the form of judgment delivered, and the 
name of judgment expressed, which is afterward yet twice 
more repeated ; first, in the amplification of the tyranny of 
the wicked horn (ver. 21, 22), which is said to be continued 
till the ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the 
saints of the Most High; that is, the power of judging was 
made over to them. And the second time, in the angel’s 
interpretation (ver. 26): ‘* But the judgment shall sit, and 
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they shall take away the dominion, to consume and destroy 
to the end.” From this description it came, that the Jews 
gave it the name of the day of judgment, and the great day 
of judgment ; whence, in the epistle of St. Jude, ver. 6, it 
is called the judgment of the great day,—a far greater than 
any horary, even a millennary day; as shall more plainly 
afterwards (with God’s help) be evinced and proved. 

From the same description they learned, that the destruc. 
tion then to be should be by fire, because it is said, ver. 9, 
‘* His throne was a fiery flame, and his wheels burning. A 
fiery stream issued and came forth before him ;” and, ver. 
11, “ the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given 
to the burning flame.” 

From the same fountain are derived those expressions in 
the Gospel, where this day is intimated or described ; as, 
“The Son of Man shall come in the clowds of heaven.’ 
‘¢ The Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father, with 
his holy angels.” Forasmuch as it is said here, ** Thousand 
thousands ministered unto him,” &c. And that Daniel 
*¢ saw one like the Son of Man coming with the clouds; and 
he came to the ancient of days, and they brought [or placed 
him] near him,” &c. 

Hence Paul learned that the saints should judge the world ; 
because it is said, that ‘‘ many thrones were set.”” And ver. 
22, by way of exposition, that “ the judgment was given to 
the saints of the Most High,” &c. 

Hence the same apostle learned also to confute the false 
fear of the Thessalonians ; ‘‘ That the day of Christ’s second 
coming was then at hand; because that day could not be 
ill the man of sin were first come, and should have reigned 
his time appointed.” Forasmuch as Daniel had foretold it 
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should be so, and that his destruction should be at the Son 
of Man’s appearing in the clouds, whose appearanee therefore 
was not to be till then. This is the brightness of his com- 
ing in St. Paul; ‘‘ whom the Lord (saith he) shall destroy at 
the epiphany of his coming.” Daniel’s wicked horn, or 
beast acting in the wicked horn, is St. Paul’s ‘‘ man of sin,” 
as the church from her infancy hath understood and always 
interpreted it. 

But to goon. While this judgment sits, and when it had 
destroyed the fourth beast, the Son of Man, which comes in 
the clouds, receives dominion and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve and 
obey him, ver. 4; which kingdom is thrice explained, after- 
wards, to be the kingdom of the saints of the Most High, 
ver. 18. ‘These four beasts,” saith the angel, “are four 
kings which shall arise. But [viz. when they have finished 
their course,] the saints of the Most High shall take the 
kingdom,” &c. And, again, ver. 21, ‘* The wicked horn 
prevailed, until the time came that the saints possessed the 
kingdom. 

Again, ver. 27, ‘*‘ When the fourth beast reigning in the 
wicked horn was destroyed, the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the Most High.” 

Now these grounds being thus laid, I argue as followeth : 
—The kingdom of the Son of Man and of the saints of the 
Most High in Daniel begins when the great judgment sits. 

The kingdom in the Apocalypse, chap. xx. 4, wherein the 
saints reign with Christ a thousand years, is the same with 
the kingdom of the Son of Man and the saints of the Most 
High in the prophet Daniel. 
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Therefore, it also begins at the great judgment. 

That the kingdom in Daniel, and that of a thousand years 
in the Apocalypse, are one and the same kingdom, plainly 
and evidently appears thus :— 

First ; because they began from the same/epocha, or be- 
ginning, namely, atthe destruction of the fourth beast; 
that in Daniel, when the beast (then ruling in the wicked 
horn) was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame, Dan. vu. 11, 22, 27; that in the Apocalypse, 
when the beast and false prophet (the wicked horn in Dan- 
iel) were taken, and both cast alive into the lake of fire burn- 
ing with brimstone, Rev. xix. 20. 

Secondly ; because St. John begins the kingdom ofa thou- 
sand years, from the same session of judgment described in 
Daniel ; as appears by his parallel expression borrowed from 
thence : 


St. John saith, ch. xx. 


Ver. 4. I saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them. 


And judgment was given unto 
them. 


And the saints lived and reign- 
ed with Christ a thousand years. 


Daniel saith, ch. 7. 


Ver. 9. I beheld till the thrones 
were pitched down, and the judg- 
ment [1. e. the judges} set. 


22. And judgment was given 
to the saints of the Most High. 


And the saints possessed the 
kingdom, [viz. with the Son of 


Man, who came in the clouds. } 


Now, if it be sufficiently proved that the one thousand 
years begin with the day of judgment, it will appear further, 
out of the Apocalypse, that the judgment is not consummate 
till they be ended ; for Gog and Magog’s destruction, and 
the universal resurrection, is not till then: therefore the 
whole one thousand years is included in that great day of 
judgment. 


= 
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But thus much may suffice to have spoken, by way of ex- 
plication, to that mother-text in the Old Testament, the 
which I have so called, because hence it will follow, as a 
direct conclusion with regard to the interpretation of other 
passages of Scripture relating to this point, that whatsoever 
Scripture speaks of a kingdom of Christ to be at his second 
appearing, or at the destruction of antichrist, must needs be 
the same which Daniel saw should be at that time; and so 
consequently, be the kingdom of a thousand years, which 
the Apocalypse includes between the beginning and con- 
summation of the great judgment. All of them also have a 
likeness, and are referred to this. Yea, our Saviour calls 
Inmself so frequently the Son of Man, because Daniel so 
called him in this vision of the great judgment, and to teach 
us that we are to look for the accomplishment of what is 
there prophesied of in himself. I had now done with this 
text, but that I have perceived, by some conferences I have 
had with some reverend divines, that it is needful to answer 
an objection which hath been started, in apne to all 
that hath been said. 

Object. Daniel (say some, who, with Dr. Willet and 
others, take this wicked horn to be meant of Antiochus 
Epiphanes,) shews not the Roman monarchy’s persecution 
of the Church, and the fail of the same monarchy. For— 

If the Roman empire’s persecuting the saints, and the fall 
of the empire, were not revealed, till Christ revealed them to 
John in the Apocalypse, then Daniel revealed them not, 

But the Roman empire’s persecution and fall were not 
revealed till Christ revealed them to St. John in the Apoc- 
alypse. 

Therefore, Daniel revealed them not. 


OR REIGN OF CHRIST. | #8 


The major proposition, ay they, is clear; the minor is 
thus proved. 

‘The Romans persecuting the saints, and their fall is re- 
vealed in the little book, Apoc. v. &c., by opening seven 
seals, and blowing seven trumpets ; all concerning and re- 
specting seven-headed Rome ; and none were able to open 
the seals of this book till Christ opened them to St. John. 

Therefore the Roman empire’s persecution, and their: 
fall, were revealed to none, before Christ revealed them to 
St. John. 

The former part of the antecedent is granted by all inter- 
preters of the Apocalypse ; the latter part is clear in the 
text, Apoc. v. 3. None was able to open the book ; none 
in heaven or earth, or under the earth, to make the speech 
more emphatical. Paul, who delivered to his hearers all the 
counsel of God, could have preached the persecutions of the 
Roman empire to his hearers from Daniel, if Daniel had in 
his visions opened them. 

This contains the strength of what I have been opposed 
withal, in reference to the exposition of this text: the which 
I come now to make this answer to it. 

Ans. 1. The Roman empire to be the fourth kingdom of 
Daniel, was believed by the church of Israel, both before 
and in our Saviour’s time, received by the disciples of the 
apostles, and the whole Christian Church for the first 400 
years, without any known contradiction.* And I confess, 
having so good ground in Scripture, it is with me almost an 
article of faith: for the four monarchies of the world, in 
Daniel, are twice revealed ; first, to Nebuchadnezzar, in a 


* Vide Jonathan Ben Uzziel, Chald. Paraph. 1, iv. of Esdras ; 
Just. Mart. ; Treneus. 
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glorious image of four sundry metals, Dan. ii.; Secondly, 
to Daniel himself, in a vision of four diverse beasts arising. 
out of the sea, Dan. vii. The intent of both is, (as I have 
shewed in one already, and shall in the other, when I have 
done with this objection), by that succession of kingdoms 
to point out the kingdom and the time of the kingdom of 
Christ. 

2. I acknowledge also the subject of the apocalyptical vis- 
ions to be the fates of the Roman empire, which, after the 
first coming of Chrst, was still to continue in being even till 
the second. And this I affirm, the Roman kingdom was 
revealed unto Daniel, but not according to that distinct suc- 
cession of things, and specification of the fates thereof, 
(which was first made known unto St. John), but only in 
general, and in a confused resemblance, not to be explicated 
but by Christ himself. Isay, the Roman kingdom was re- 
vealed to Daniel in the general; but the order of the times 
thereof, and the course of things to be acted therein, not un- 
til the Revelation unto St. John. 

3. Nor is it strange or unwonted that a thing may be re- 
vealed in general, and yet most of the particulars concern- 
ing the same to be unknown and sealed. The calling of 
the Gentiles, or the kingdom of Christ among the Gentiles, 
by way of surrogation to the Jews, was revealed unto St. 
Peter and Paul, and the rest of the apostles; but the par- 
ticular fates and states of that kingdom were never known 
till Christ revealed them to St. John in the apocalyptical vi- 
sions. The like I say of the fourth, or Roman kingdom, 
the general revelation whercof could not but be before the 
opening of the sealed book in the ‘Apocalypse, since it had 
then been so long a time in the world as that it was grown 
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past the acme, andhad fulfilled what it was to fulfil upon 
Daniel’s people. 

4, As for the persecutions of the Church, I deny the 
argument, either of the seals or trumpets, to be the Ro. 
man persecutions of Christ’s kingdom ; er that any of them 
have reference to persecutions, save the fifth seal only; or 
that any thing contained in them was made known to Dan- 
iel, save the catastrophe only represented in the last trumpet, 
which the angel of the thunders proclaims there to be, “ the 
finishing of the mystery of God, as he hath declared to his 
servants the prophets ;” and therefore cannot be denied to 
have been both foretold and expected for the general, al- 
though not for the manner, time, and order, in the course 
of things to be acted till then. 

Clear it is that the assertion by some owned, and in the 
ebjection named, that the Roman persecution was revealed 
to none till Christ revealed it to John, cannot stand, unless 
we deny the coming of the man of sin (who is a great limb 
ef that fourth kingdom) to be any part of the Church’s afflic- 
tions; for this was revealed unto St. Paul, both for the 
quality and the fall thereof, viz. that Christ should destroy it 
by the brightness of his coming, which I make no doubt 
but St. Paul learned out of the seventh of Daniel, where 

that ruffling-horn is not destroyed until the Son of Man 
~ comes in the clouds of heaven to reccive that universal king 
dom which shall never suffer persecution. But whereas it 
is said that the ruffling-horn of the fourth beast is Antiochus 
Epiphanes, I demonstrate the contrary by this one argu. 
ment following :— 

The ruffling-horn reigns until the Ancient of days comes, 
in fiery flames, to destroy him, and to,give judgment unto 
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the saints of the Most High, and until the time comes that 
the saints possessed the kingdom, viz. until the Son of Man 
comes in the clouds of heaven, to receive a kingdom, where- 
in all nations, people, and languages should serve and 
obey him. Dan. vii. 9, 10, 11,13; which is expounded, 
ver. 22, 26, &c. 

But Antiochus Epiphanes reigned not until this time; 
for he died 160 years, and more, before the birth of Christ, 
and almost 200 years before his ascension; the least of 
which numbers is a longer space of time than was from the 
death of Alexander unto Antiochus. 

Therefore, Antiochus Epiphanes is not that ruffling-horn. 

But I conceive this may suffice to answer this objection. 
I therefore now shall step a little forward, and look into that 
other text, Dan. ii. 31-45, where we have, in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's great image, the four great monarchies of the world 
represented and held out unto us, and that in this order fol- 
lowing :— 

1. The first monarchy was the Assyrian, which fell into 
the Babylonian, and blossomed in Nimrod (Gen. x. 8, 9, 
10), and was ripened in that present Nebuchadnezzar, his 
child and grandchild. This monarchy was represented in 
that image by the head of gold, Dan. 11. 38. 

2. The second monarchy was that of the Medes and Per- 
sians, which blossomed in Cyrus, who conquered Babylon, 
and slew Belshazzar, and endured till Darius, whom Alex- 
ander, a Grecian, overthrew. ‘This monarchy was express- 
ed in that image by the breasts and arms of silver, Dan, il. 
39 with ver. 32. 

3. The third monarchy was that of the Greeks, which 
blossomed, or rathey immaturely and suddenly ripened, in 
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Alexander the Great of Macedon, who presently, by his vic- 
tories, overran the world; and, by his sudden and untime- 
ly death, was divided into four great parts, by four of his 
chief gencrals, who parted the world among them, Dan, ii. 
39. This Grecian monarchy was expressed in that image 
by a belly and thighs of brass. 

4, The fourth monarchy was that of the Romans, which 
blossomed and ripened leisurely and by degrees, and was 
therefore more likely to last long ; and by certain gradations 
and much time rooted out successively all the inheritors of 
Alexander, and the upholders of the Greek monarchy, and 
possessed all the chief known parts of the world ; and so fetch- 
ing its beginning lower westward, and yet up as high east- 
ward, it became a mightier monarchy than any of the for. 
mer. ‘This monafchy was expressed in the image by the 
legs of iron, Dan. ii. 32, 40; because, as iron, it-was strong. 
est of all, and subdued all under it; but in process of time, 
the body of the world, which it bore up, being so great, to 
which it was aleg or supporter, it divided itself (as it is in 
the natural body) into two legs, and is in the image so ex- 
pressed, though for a great while it was but one monarchy ; 
yet at last it grew into two, the eastern and, western monar- 
chy. The western, after the eastern was lost, fell into feet 
and toes, or kingdoms, wherein was both strength and weak. 
hess, iron and clay, and these never to be rejoined or united, 
notwithstanding it hath been endeavoured, by marriages 
and other covenants, to mingle and to rejoin in one monar- 
chy. But it shall never be; but to the period and upshot 
of their sovereignty and monarchy they shall remain king- 
doms distinct, as feet and toesof iron and clay unmingle- 
able. 
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Now in the days of this fourth Roman and western mori- 
archy there shall be a stone cut out without hands (Dan. ii 
34, 36), which shall first ruin these kingdoms; it smote the 
image on the feet, that were of iron and clay (ver. 34); and 
so swallowed up the whole image. All the foregoing mon- 
archies were brought under it, and by it to nothing (ver. 35) ; 
and it became a monarchy over the whole earth, wherever 
any of the former monarchies had ruled (ver. 35) ; that is, 
as it is explained, ver. 44, 45, a kingdom which that stone 
shall obtain, set up by the God of heaven. And whereas 
the other monarchies were erected by men on earth, though 
permitted by God, this kingdom or monarchy shall swallow 
up in it all foregoing monarchies, and that by no human 
means or policy ; for it was without hands, or not in hand ; 
that is, not of man, but a divine work every way; and it 
shall reach, and swallow up, not only the feet and toes, but 
the legs of brass, the breast and arms of silver, the head of 
gold (Dan. 11. 34, 35) ;—that is, all kingdoms anid states 
that were, from first to last, under any of the monarchies, 
shall be swallowed up by, and come under this. And this 
is a fifth monarchy, which shall arise in the world, after the 
former four, which is to be understood of a state of Christ’s 
kingdom here upon earth ; as it appears: 

1. Because it is called “‘ a stone,” as Christ is the stone 
which the builders refused, yet is become the head of the 
corner, 1 Pet. ii. 3-8, and “ fills the whole earth,” ver. 35. 

2. Itis a stone which is not in hand, or not cut out with 
hands ; because by God immediately, without human help, 
this kingdom shall be reared up. 

3. Its duration—that it shall last for ever—shews it is 
meant of Christ’s kingdom ; no people shall swallow it up, 
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as they have done all other monarchies. The Babylonian 
was left to the Medes and Persians, and this to the Grecians, 
and the Grecian to the Romans; but this shall be left to 
none, but shall be for ever, Dan. iil. 44; that is, to the 
world’s end. It is left to no other kingdom; for at the 
world’s end, when Christ delivers it up, he delivers it not to 
any other people, but to the Father, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 


eee SE 


THE PROPHECY IN REV. XX. 

The tees text we may look into, and as it were the eldest 
daughter of these already handled, is that 20th chapter of 
the Revelation, of which I shall speak a little more largely, 
wrapping mm many other Scriptures, handling the same thing, 
with it. Where, first, we have, ver. |, the Lord Jesus Christ 
descending and coming down from heaven, in those words : 
‘* | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key 
of the bottomless bit, and a great chain in his hand.” This 
angel is Christ, called Michael, Rev. xii. 7, who destroys the 
the works of the devil, and is stronger than he, to bind him, 
and cast him out of the air into the pit. It is he that con- 
quered him upon his white horse, who went forth, Rev. vi. 2, 
that he might conquer. We cast him down to the earth, 
Rey. xii. 8; he defeated him, in his heutenant, the beast ; 
he hath the keys of hell and death; and his regal power and 
authority is notably set out by the emblem of a great chain 
in his hand: and here he doth three things unto him. 

1. He apprehends him; he laid hold on the dragon that 
oldserpent, which is the devil and Satan. He lays hold up. 
on him by his power, and gripes him as one in fury. The 
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description of the dragon here, and chap. xii. 9, isone and the 
same, to show that it is the same devil that there was cast 
unto the earth, and now by this descending angel, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is cast into the pit. 

2. He binds him, the term of his bondage being expressed : 
“and bound him ;” he ties him up from his former liberty, 
and chains him as men do desperate dogs or mastiffs; and 
that for a long time, ‘and bound him a thousand years.” 

3. Imprisons him, the place where is in the bottomless 
pit: that is, an abyss, which he before feared. Luke viii. 
31: “They besought him that he would not gommand 
them to go into the deep, or pit ;” as it is here: the original 
word is one and the same. And the manner how was very 
securely; he shut him up, and set a seal upon him; as 
sometimes it was with Daniel in the lions’ den, Dan. vi. 17, 
and with Christ’s body in the sepulchre, Matt. xxvii. 66; 
which shews the certainty and fulness of this restraint, and 
the complete power and superiority of the angel over him, 
who shall no more suffer Satan this thousand years to range 
abroad, and to disturb the reign of Christ and his people, and 
to do mischief as before, being fast shut and locked up in 
prison ; he shall neither use his former violence nor subtilties. 
Lastly; the end of all this is, that he should deceive the 
nations no more; which I conceive is not to be understood 
absolutely and simply (as if he should not have any liberty 
_ to deceive any man living, as some would have it), but with 
respect to such extent and success as before, he shall not 
now prosper in his designs and attempts. And it signifies 
a new and further restraint beyond that in Rev. xii., where 
he was cast down to the earth, when he was cast down from 
open heathenism and open persecution, as a dragon; under 
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that notion he was cast out of the Church. Yet he did be- 
gin presently to try a new way, and that not without suc- 
cess; for as before he had made the world mad in their hea- 
thenism, so now he makes them mad in idolatries and su- 
perstitions, substituting the beast in his room and place, giv- 
ing him his power, and fear, and great authority (Rev. xii. 
2); and causing that all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bound, should receive a mark in their hands 
or foreheads, else they should not have the liberty to buy or 
sell, pray or preach, traffic or trade with any. 

But now he shall be bound from that liberty of deluding 
the nations any more, either by his paganism, as he did in 
the first period, or by superstition and idolatry, as in the se- 
cond. Neither yet shall he tempt them any more, so as to dis- 
quiet and trouble their peaceful reign with Christ on earth. 

But to goon. This preparation being made, we read, 
ver. 4: “I saw,” saith John, ‘‘ thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them; and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus 
and for the Word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads or in their hands: and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” In which words, 
that we may come as near their sense and meaning as pos- 
sibly we can, I shall endeavour to explain and make clear 
these three things following, viz. :— 

1. What thrones and what judgment is here meant ? what 
must we understand by them ? 

2. What are the souls of those that were beheaded, and 

«# worshipped not the beast, &c. ? 

3. What is their life and reign with Christ a thousand 

years ? 
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Qu. 1. What thrones, and what judgment, is here meant ? 
or what must we understand by them ? 

Ans. For the right understanding of these words, two 
things are to be premised, which are these next following :— 

1. That these thrones are set for the conquerors of the 
beast and false prophet; for it is expressly said, “they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given to them; namely, to 
them of whom mention is made in the 14th verse. of the 
foregoing chapter: for to suppose the words, ‘‘ they sat up- 
on them,” to relate only to the following words, ‘ the souls 
of them that were beheaded,” is to place the relative before 
any antecedent. ‘The thrones, therefore, are set for them 
who descended from heaven, with Christ, to make war 
against the beast and false prophet. Rev. xix. 14: “ And 
the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean ;’ for these, 
and not others, are next mentioned, whom he had before 
more clearly described, Rev. xvi. 14: “ These” (namely, 
the ten kings, who have given their power to the beast) 
** shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over- 
come them; for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and 
they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful ;” 
for these, that come with the Lamb, and war with the 
- Lamb, are these thrones set. ; 

2. Judgment here is the same, and signifies the same 
with the word reign, or kingdom; for it immediately fol- 
lows, ‘and they reigned ;” which kingdom is, in this place, 
given to the saints, after the destruction of the beast, anti- 
christ; and it is the same kingdom which Daniel speaks, 
before handled. ‘The thrones, therefore, here set, are the 
thrones in which the saints shall sit, at the second coming 
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ef Christ, at the final destruction of antichrist. And judg- 

ment is that kingdom which the saints shall then obtain ; 
not a horary or diary, properly so called, but a millennary 
upon earth (as the text plainly and in so many words ex- 
presseth), to be perpetuated in heaven afterwards to all eter- 
nity; after the last judgment, properly and strictly taken, 
which shall be the last effect of this kingdom on earth, con- 
sisting in the final justification of the just and absolution of 
the faithful, and in the final reprobation and condemnation 
of the wicked and ungodly. Of these thrones and of this 
judgment Christ speaks, Matt. xix. 28: ‘ Verily I say unto 
you, That ye which have followed me in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye: 
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.” So Luke xxu. 29, 30: “I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye 

may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel ;’? where, in the 
former text, by twelve thrones all the thrones are meant ; 
but they are called twelve in reference to the twelve apos- 

tles, in whom are represented the multitude of the faithful, 

judging and reigning: as Austin well noteth, in his 20th 

book De Civitate Dei, cap. 5. For of all the faithful the 

apostle Paul speaks, 2 Cor. vi. 2: ‘Do ye not know that 

the, saints shall judge the world ?”—that is, govern the same. 

And lastly, John, in the Revelation, Rev. ii. 21: “* To him 

that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 

even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 

in his throne.” But thus we see what thrones and what 

judgment is here meant. The next question which was 

proposed follows, which is— 

D* 
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Qu. 2. What is meant by the souls of them that were be- 
headed ? 

Answ. The words in the original run thus: And the 
souls of those beheaded for the witness of Jesus: the word 
I saw is to be added or supplied. And so do all the inter- 
preters ; and some do repeat it, asthe Arabic: ** And I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded.” He saw sitting on 
thrones the souls of them that were beheaded. Now here 
let the reader weigh these particulars following, for the right 
understanding of these words, viz. : 

1. Souls, are here put for the dead. The souls of them 
that were beheaded, is the same with the dead that were be- 
headed. And this interpretation is manifest from the oppo- 
site clause or sentence, the rest of the dead lived not again ; 
and therefore the first are considered as dead. Anime in 
sacris literis non tantum personas sed cadavera denotat, 
saith Mede: Souls, in Sacred Writ, denotes not only per- 
sons, but dead bodies, saith Mede. So, in the Hebrew 
text, souls are often taken for the dead. Amongst those 
many places where they are so taken, see a place or two. 
Levit. xxi. 1: ‘* There shall none of the sons of Aaron be de- 
filed for the soul, {‘* for the dead,” saith our English,] among 
his people.” So, Levit. xix. ver. 28: ‘ Ye shall make no 
cuttings in your flesh for the soul [dead].” So Psalm xvi. 
10: *“‘ Thou shalt not leave my soul in hell,” i.e. me déad 
in the grave. 

2. These souls are those very souls that did cry under the 
altar for the avenging of their blood, and waited for the re- 
demption of their bodies, Rey. vi. 9, 10 ; which appears not 
only from the anaphorical article, here twice repeated, * the 
very souls of them;” but chiefly from the identical descrip. 
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tion of those souls, Apoc. vi. 10, and these here, Apoc. xx. 
4; “souls of them that were slain,” in the former text; 
‘* souls of them that were beheaded,” in this; viz. the mar- 
tyrs of the first period under the dragon. 

3. Now to these souls are adjoined also the souls of those 
that did not worship the beast nor receive his mark ; who also 
for this cause, refusing to do it, were killed, Rev. xii. 15. 
The words in the Greek are and whosoever : where, after 
the conjunction and, must necessarily be understood the 
men. as ifhe had said, ‘‘ and the men, whosoever had not 
worshipped the beast nor his image ;” souls and men are 
here joined, as convertible terms, and those and these both 
taken in. And lest we should doubt here to be fulfilled 
what was mentioned Rev. vi. 9, 10, to those very souls was 
promised, after the number of these martyrs should be com- 
pleted, what they cry for, andis here fulfilled, should be 
done, ver. 11: ‘* And it was said unto them, that they should 
rest for a little season, till their fellow-servants also, and 
their brethren that should be killed, as they were, should be 
fulfilled.” The expression here is very curious, and such as 
is worthy diligently to be minded; for the Holy Ghost hath 
here linked together souls and men, to shew that by those 
souls he meant men, as also the faithful of the second period 
with the first, to shew that both shall live and reign with 
Christ now in this third period. 

4, By the name of martyrs also, by a synecdoche, are 
here understood all the faithful dead in Christ, who here, 
and often elsewhere, especially in the prophets, are describ- 
ed as it were killed for Christ. Whence also they are wont 
to be called Christ’s dead body. Is. xxvi. 19: ‘‘ Thy dead 
men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise.” 
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So Paul writes of all the faithful, Rom. viii. 36 : ‘ For thy 
sake we are killed all the day long ; we are counted as sheep 
for the slaughter.” And of all the faithful it is spoken, Rev, 
xiv. 13: ‘* Blessed are the dead which die in (or, for] the 
Lord.” Yea more, those whom Paul had called “‘ dead in 
Christ,”—1 ‘Thess. iv. 16, “* And the dead in Christ shall 
rise first,”,—a little before, viz. ver. 14, he had called them 
‘* dead for Christ,” who sleep through or for Jesus. Hence 
he is not only said to come with ten thousands of his saints 
to execute judgment upon all, Jude 14; with ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand, Dan. vii.10; but also with aL. 
his saints, Zech. xiv.5: ‘‘And the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee.” So that, as I said, by 
the name of martyrs or slain, all the faithful dead in 
Christ are here understood. All the saints come with him. 

5. Certainly all the faithful are in very deed killed for 
Christ, and therefore martyrs ; if not in the thing done, or 
in the effect, yet at least in affection and firm purpose of 
mind. ‘Therefore Christ saith, Luke xiv. 26, “ If any man 
come to me, and doth not hate his own life,”—z. e. in com- 
parison of me, and, if ever I and it come in competition, be 
willing to lay it down for me,—“ he cannot be my disciple.” 
To conclude, then; by souls reigning with Christ are meant 
all the faithful dead in Christ; concerning whom the apos- 
tle Paul thus speaks, 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12: “ If we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with him; if we suffer, we shall also 
reign with him.” Unto which words John seems to have 
respect here, when he saith, ‘‘ They lived and reigned with 
Christ.” But so that brings me (and I come) next to the 
handling of the third thing proposed. 

Qu. 3. What is this life and reign of the saints with Christ 
a thousand years? 
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Answ. The text saith, ver. 6, “they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years ;” ‘ and they shall reign with 
him a thousand years.” This life of the souls of them that 
were beheaded seems to be no other than the life of the bo- 
dy, which they did lay down in the death of the body ; and 
which now in the resurrection they receive again, no more 
to die the death of the body. Certainly this life cannot be 
meant of life spiritual, in opposition to death spiritual, or 
death in sin; because it is the life of those that were behead- 
ed, to whom it is not granted after death to rise from sin. 
Besides, ‘‘ lived” here is all one with the resurrection here 
spoken of, ver. 6. ‘They lived, that is, they rose again te 
life; which that it is meant of a corporal, and not ofa spir- 
itual resurrection, there are in the text arguments for the one 
and against the other. And first, these arguments in the 
text offer themselves for it, viz. 

1. Because John speaks of the souls of them that were 
beheaded, that is, of those that were slain, or dead in body. 
And he saith, ‘‘ they lived,” that is, they lived again; but 
the dead in body live not again but by a resurrection from 
the death of the body. The argument may be thus fra- 
med :-— 

The resurrection of the dead in body is the resurrection 
of the body, Matt. xxii. 31; Mark xu. 26; Acts xxii. 6; 
Acts xxiv. 21; 1 Cor. xv. 12. 

But the first resurrection is the resurrection of the dead 
in body, for it isthe resurrection of those that were behead- 
ed. Therefore, it is of the body. 

2. The text speaks of such a resurrection wherein men 
live a thousand years after they be raised; which cannot 
agree to any other life or resurrection but the life and resur- 
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rection of the body. ‘Therefore, this resurrection is a bodily 
resurrection. 

3. Such a resurrection is meant as happeneth to the rest 
of the dead after the thousand years are ended, who lived 
not again till the thousand years were finished; ver. 5, 
which shall be of the bedy. Therefore, this resurrection 
is of the body also. 

4. The men that were beheaded must so live during the 
thousand years as the rest of the dead lived not-all that 
while: but the rest of the dead lived all that while in soul 
separated from the body; therefore, the men that were be- 
headed must live all that while in soul joined to the body. 

5. The men that were beheaded must so live at the first 
resurrection as the rest of the dead shall at the second res- 
urrection: but the rest of the dead shall live in body and 
soul too at the second resurrection ; therefore, the men that 
were beheaded shall live in body and soul too at the first 
resurrection. But they cannot be said to live in their bo- 
dies unless they be raised from their graves, therefore the 
first resurrection is of the body from the grave. But thus 
we see that the text itself affords us arguments to prove 
that this resurrection is a corporal or bodily resurrection. 
It will also, secondly, afford and yield arguments to prove 
that it is not a spiritual resurrection ; as, 

1. John was not called upon from heaven to behold that 
which he and every Christian knew before, or to have tau- 
tologies told him: for if by resurrection should be meant re- 
generation (as some would have it), he knew, and so did 
every Christian before, that such were blessed. And ac- 
cording to that interpretation the words sound no more but 
this,—Blessed and holy is he that hath part in holiness; 
which were but a harsh tautology. 
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2. This spiritual resurrection did begin in Adam after his 
fall, and hath continued ever since, and shall to the world’s 
end. But the first resurrection here spoken of did not be- 
gin in Adam, but is to begin after the Armageddon battle 
(which will be the last and fatal blow whereby the beast and 
false prophet shall be for ever cashiered out of the world), 
and last a thousand years, and no longer. Therefore, this 
resurrection is not regeneration. 

3. He that hath part in the first resurrection shall live and 
reign with Christ a thousand years; but no regenerate man 
did ever live so long in a state of regeneration. Therefore, 
regeneration cannot be meant by this resurrection. 

4, Noman is regenerate after death: but the men that 
were beheaded did live and reign with Christ a thousand 
years after they were beheaded. Therefore, this hfe and 
reign cannot be meant of regeneration. 

5. The men that were beheaded, &c. are not any of them 
excluded from reigning with Christ a thousand years; but 
if the first resurrection be meant of regeneration, then, begin 
the account when you will, and many shall be excluded. 
To instance, suppose we begin at the death of Stephen 
(Acts vii.), who was the first that was slain for the witness 
of Jesus and the word of God; the thousand years were 
then ended about six hundred years ago, and all that were 
beheaded since are excluded from reigning with Christ a 
thousand years. Orsuppose we begin with Constantine, as 
many desire, the thousand years were then ended about 
three hundred years ago; and so they that were beheaded be. 
fore the days of Constantine are excluded frem the thousand 
years, and they that have been beheaded since, in the last 
three hundred years, are excluded also. Therefore, 
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6. He that hath a part in the first resurrection hath a 
share in the thousand years, whether he were beheaded or 
no, as appears, ver. 6, before mentioned; but they that were 
regenerate before the death of Christ had a part in the first 
resurrection (if we understand it of regeneration), and yet 
they had no part in the thousand years, because they were 
dead before. And they that have been regenerated since 
the thousand years are supposed to be ended, had also a 
part in the first resurrection, 7. e. in regeneration, yet they 
had no share in the thousand years, because they are sup- 
posed to be ended before they were regenerate. ‘Therefore, 

7. Ifthe first resurrection be meant of a spiritual resurrec- 
tion, then when it is said that the rest of the dead lived not 
again till the thousand years were ended, that must be 
meant of a spiritual resurrection too; for the words, * they 
lived not again,” ver. 5, are opposed to the words, ‘‘ they 
lived,” ver.4, and so consequently to the first resurrection , 
as is proved before. But this latter clause is not meant of a 
spiritual resurrection ; for then the rest of the dead should be 
regenerate when the thousand years are ended, and then 
none should be for ever damned; which most exactly con. 
tradicts the text, Rev. xx. 15, ‘‘ Whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
Therefore, no spiritual, but a corporal resurrection is meant. 
If by the word until, we understand never, as some would 
have it, this is contrary to the Scripture too; for when it is 
said, ver. 3, ‘‘ Satan shall deceive the nations no more un- 
til the thousand years be fulfilled,” the meaning is, he should 
not deceive them while the thousand years continued, but 
should have liberty to deceive them afterwards. So whenit 
is said, “‘ the rest of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
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sand years were finished,” the meaning must of necessity be, 
they lived not again while the thousand years continued, 
but are to live again when the thousand years are ended: 
but then they are not to live again by a spiritual resurrec- 
tion; therefore that is not the meaning of the words; but 
the meaning is, they shall live again in a bodily resurrec- 
tion. But if this latter clause be meant of a bodily resur- 
rection, then the former clause, where it is said, ‘‘ The souls 
of them that were beheaded lived and reigned with Christ 
a thousand years,” is meant of a bodily resurrection ; which 
was to be shown. But thus I have done with that first mis- 
understanding of this text, to understand it of regeneration, 
which [I confess I see not, for these and other reasons, how it 
can be. Neither yet can it be meant of a life of glory in 
heaven, as some others would have it; for John was not 
called to heaven to see things to be done there, but to see 
things there to be done on earth. Rey. iv. 1: ‘A door was 
opened in heaven,” and he called to come up. For 
what end? to see things that must be hereafter. Where? 
in heaven? No;-but on earth, see Rev. vi.1, 2,3. And 
all done on earth. Those things that were represented to 
John in heaven shall be done on earth: as the vision of the 
woman, and the great red dragon, represented to him in 
heaven, but fulfilledon the earth. There is not one instance 
can be given of any thing in the Revelations that is to be 
fulfilled in heaven, except the text do express it so to be, 
which it doth not here; for the Apocalypse is a revelation 
of things to be fulfilled on earth.. Besides it cannot be 
meant of a life in heaven; because many of those who were 
killed have lived this life before these thousand years, .and 
the life in heaven is not a life to end when these thousand 
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yearsare ended. Nor can that life be called a living again, 
or aresurrection ; for that life and happiness of the saints is 
not the restoring a life lost, but the enjoyment and possession 
of a new life. It is therefore a corporal life, which is meant 
by the life from the dead, after the final destruction to the 
beast and false prophet in the day of Christ’s second com- 
ing, which will be the time of the resurrection, first of the 
first, and secondly of the second. ! 

The reign of these souls, that is, of the dead now living, 
as soon as ever they are united to their bodies, will be a 
reign upon earth, as plainly appears, Rey. v.10: ‘ And 
hast made us kings and priests unto God; and we shall 
reign on the Eartu.” Either, then, this shall be on the 
earth, or else the four-and-twenty elders were mistaken in 
their doxology. Now what is there said in terms, is here in 
this 20th chapter said to be fulfilled, ver. 4, 6: ‘ They liv- 
ed and reigned with Christ a thousand years;....and they 
shall reign with him a thousand years ;? which cannot be 
meant, as I said, of heaven after the day of judgment, for 
that is longer than a thousand years; nor of the kingdom of 
heaven before the day of judgment, for that is also more 
than a thousand years; but of a kingdom they shall have 
on earth; as the words plainly shew in the fore-cited text, 
Rev. v. 10. 

Besides, that this kmgdom and the saints’ reign shall be on 
earth, may be gathered from two things in the text, which 
offer themselves to leave this beyond all doubt. 

1. Because the devil shall be perfectly bound up in the 
bottomless pit, that the saints may quietly reign; which 
would not be needful to be done that the saints might quiet- 
ly reign in heaven, for he could make no disturbance there, 
nor get thither. 
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2. Because, unless they were to reign on earth, Satan, 
Gog, and Magog, could not war against them. But we 
read, ver: 7. 8. “That when the thousand years are ended, 
Gog and Magog shall rise against them.” From whence it 
doth appear, that the beloved city and camp of the saints 
shall be in the midst of Gog and Magog, in the four quar- 
ters of the earth. For it is said, ‘‘ They shall compass the 
beloved city and the camp of the saints about :” which they 
could not do, if either of them were in heaven. Therefore 
this kingdom is to come upon earth; yet it shall not be an 
earthly or a worldly kingdom, as the Chiliastes, and some 
Jews, vainly dreamed and imagined, but a gloriously spirit- 
ual and holy kingdom. Christ’s kingdom now is a holy 
and spiritual kingdom in the hearts of his people; but then 
it shall be so, and much more holy and spiritual, as well as" 
more glorious than ever it was before, when the kingdoms 
of the world shall become the kingdoms of God and of his 
Christ—when the Lord himself shall be king over all the 
earth, and his name be one. 

Object. But it will be demanded, though it be ‘granted, 
when the enemies of Christ and his people, the beast and 
false prophet, are overthrown and destroyed, and Satan him- 
self chained and bound up, there will be some eminent king- 
dom of the saints, and that here upon earth—yet I say it will 
be demanded, and the query is, whether this reign of the saints 
that had been beheaded, and martyrs of Jesus, shall be in 
their own persons, or in their successors, who profess the 
same truth with them; as many godly and learned divines 
de affirm and hold, that it is not to be understood of the same 
individual persons, but of their fellows and successors in the 
-same faith and profession, who follow in the same spirit and 
eause. 
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Answ. For answer to this, I cannot see at all how such 
a succession, or such successors, should be meant here by 
this first resurrection, and this reign with Christ a thou- 
sand years ; and that for these reasons, amongst others, fol- 
lowing :— 

1. Because succession cannot, in any tolerable sense, be 
called a resurrection; but this living again, and reigning of 
the saints with Christ, is called a resurrection (ver. 5). 
Therefore it is not a succession ; for a succession is of other 
bodies in the room of those departed; but a resurrection is 
of the self-same individual bodies that were dead before. 
We had need, methinks, take heed, lest while we plead for 
and profess such a figurative and improper resurrection, we 
should at once both resist and deny the truth, and too much 
gratify atheists and sadducees; who are willing to take all 
occasions to deny the resurrection altogether, and tell us it 
is but a fancy hatched in the brains of some men only. 

2. Because the apostle tells us, that “if we suffer with 
him, we shall also reign with him,” 2 Tim. ii. 12. But the 
saints do suffer in their own persons, and not in their suc- 
cessors ; therefore they shall reign in their own persons, and 
not in their survivors and successors. Now, by reigning 
with Aim, cannot, I conceive, be meant in heaven, after 
the day of judgment is consummate and ended; for then 
Christ as Christ, or as Mediator, reigns not himself; but, 
as the apostle tells us (1 Cor. xv. 24), he delivers up the 
kingdom to the Father, that God may be all in all; he him. 
self reigns but till then. If, therefore, we shall reign with 
him, it must be while he reigns; and that is not in this life, 
when he reigns in our hearts spiritually, for that is the time 
of our suffering with him. Therefore, our reigning with him 


THE PROPHECY IN REV. XX. 45 


must be when we are raised again, a thousand years, du. 
ring the day of judgment ; and this in our own persons, not 
in any survivors or successors: for ‘if we suffer, we shall 
reign with him.” 

3. Because if the saints should suffer in their own per. 
sons, and reign in their successors, this would be a very poor 
encouragement to any man: to become a martyr. 1 Cor. 
xv. 18,19: ‘* Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 

4, What is to suffer with Christ, but to suffer ashe did; 
and what is it to reign with Christ, but to reign as he doth, 
in quality though not in equality; to be glorified with him, 
as Paul expounds it, Rom. vii. 17: ‘to sit with him upon 
his throne,” as John cxpresseth it, Rev. iii. 21? But Christ’s 
reign is not a reign in successors, for he hath none: to suc. 
ceed him ; therefore the saints shall not reign in successors, 
for they must reign as he doth ; and that is not in successors, 
but in his own person. ‘This may be a fourth reason against 
the saints’ living and reigning not in their own persons, but 
in their successors. 

5. When the text saith, they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years, let the reader be pleased diligently 
to weigh these two things folowing :— 

1. If living a thousand years be meant of living in suc. 
cessors, then, by this reckoning, before the thousand years 
began, the saints had no successors;.and after the thou. 
sand years are ended, they shall have no successors neither. 
As suppose the thousand years should begin (as some would 
have it) in the days of Constantine the Great, which was 
about three hundred years after Christ, then the saints which 
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lived and died before his days had, by this reckoning, no 
successors ; for the thousand years of living in successors 
was not before then begun. And all the saints who have 
lived and died since blessed Luther’s time have had no suc- 
cessors: for, according to this account, the thousand years 
of living in successors was ended before he did begin. What 
a strange prophecy have some made this for the angel to tell 
John, of a thousand years in which the saints shall live in 
successors, whereas the saints have had successors for 
above 1660 years already since Christ’s time! And how 
many years more they may continue to succeed each other, 
who can tell? Surely the holy prophecy must have some 
other meaning than of successors. 

2. If by the reigning of the souls of them that were be- 
headed he meant reigning in successors, then, by this reck- 
oning, there is no reigning of the saints at all; for if there 
be, it 1s either before or after death. Before death it cannot 
be, for that is a time of suffering, not of reigning; and after 
death they reign not in their successors, for their successors 
are in the same state of suffering that their predecessors 
were, not of reigning. For instance take we A, B,C, D:— 
A doth not reign in his successor B, because B doth not 
reign himself; if he do, it is either before death or after 
death. But B doth not reign before death; for that isa 
time of suffering, not of reigning. And after death, he doth 
not reign in his successor C, for C is in the same state of suf. 
fering that his predecessor B was, and not of reigning ; and 
the self-same is the case of D, &c., But haply you will say, 
that A-did reign in his life-time a part of the thousand 
years: and B did reign in his life-time another part of the 
thousand years after A was dead; and C did reign another 
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part after B was dead; and soof D. &c. But this evasion 
is nothing to the purpose ; for this kind of reigning (if the 
time of our suffering might be called the time of our reign- 
ing) is more than a thousand years, yea, several thousand 
years ; but the reigning John speaks of is just a thousand 
years, and neither more nor less. But, to speak the truth, 
there is no such kind of reigning as this evasion speaks of ; 
for A did not reign in his life-time; for that was, as I said 
before, a time of suffering, and not of reigning. The same 
may be said of B,C, and D. And therefore, A not reign. 
ing in his own person while he lived, nor in his successor B, 
nor B in his successor C, &c., reigns not at all, because 
they reign not after Ais dead. Again; the apostle doth 
not say, “‘if we suffer, we do reign,” as if suffering and 
reigning went together; but ‘‘ we shall reign,” that is, af. 
ter death, not before. So John here speaks of souls, 7. e. 
dead men, that lived and reigned with Christ; not in suc- 
cessors, who themselves were sufferers while they lived, and 
not reigners, but in their own persons. 

6. God promised to give the land of Canaan to Abraham, 
to Isaac, to Jacob ; and they were to inherit it in their own 
persons, and not in their posterity only, as will appear from 
Gen. xiii. 15; Gen. xv. 7; Gen. xvii, 8; Gen. xxvi. 3; Gen. 
xxxv.12; Exod. vi. 4,8; Deut.i.8; Deut. xi. 21; Deut. 
xxx. 20. Butlest the bare citing of the texts should not be 
enough to convince one that is prejudiced against this argu- 
ment, I will, in a few words, take only one of the fore-cited 
Scriptures, and clear it from other glosses usually cast upon 
all such texts, leaving all the rest to the reader’s search, 
Gen. xv. 7,8; ‘* And he said unto him, I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this 
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land to inherit it. And he said, Lord God, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it 2?” In which words, I conceive, 
these things are plain: 

1. That it was God that took Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, and brought him into the land of Canaan. Now 
if it was God, then what he promises must be made good, 
for he is truth itself; and hath all power, so that it is impos. 
sible he should be frustrate in his ends, being also wisdom 
itself, 

2. That God’s end, in bringing Abraham out of Ur into 
Canaan, was to give him the land of Canaan to inherit it. 
For so the text plainly expresses. 

3. That for the confirmation of Abraham’s faith, God did 
promise, again and again, that he would give that land (not 
only to his posterity, but) to him to inherit. 

4, That this promise was to be made good to Abraham 
living, not dead; for thouzh God ever live to give, yet the 
dead cannot receive, but the living may. 

5. That this promise was not made good to Abraham 
while he lived that life which he then had, Acts vii. 5; “* He 
gave him none inheritance in it [viz. in the land], no, not so 
much as to set his foot on; yet he promised that he would 
give it to him for a possession, and [not only to him, but] to 
his seed [which seed came] aiter him.” 

6. That Abraham did understand the promise thus, and 
desired a confirmation of this faith, as appears by those 
words, ‘‘ whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?” He 
understood it not enly of his posterity, but of himself, as is 
apparent. 

7. That Abraham died in the persuasion and comfortable 
foresight of this promise; as appears, Heb. xi.13; ‘ These 
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died in faith, not having received the [accomplishment of 
the] promises, but having seen [the accomplishment of] 
them [to be] afar off, and were persuaded of [the fulfilling of] 
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers,” &c. John vin. 56. 

8. That, therefore, Abraham must one day live again, and 
inherit this promise of God. For, as I said, none of them (viz. 
neither Abraham, Isaac, nor Jacob) did inherit it in their 
own persons whilst they lived; as is plain, Heb. xi. 8, 9, 10. 
13,16. Therefore, they must live again one day to inherit 
it, not in successors, but in their own persons; for the pro- 
mises were not made to their successors only, but to them. 
selves in their own persons, as the fore-cited texts declare. 
And this is the meaning of our Saviour’s argument, whereby 
he proves the resurrection of the dead (Matt. xxi. 32) ; which 
words, saith Mr. Mede, must be understood with a reference 
to the promise made to Abraham, Gen, xii. 15, and xv. 7, 
and xvul. 8. ‘To Isaac, Gen, xxvi.3—to Jacob, Gen. xxxy. 
12—+to all these, Exod. vi. 4,8; Deut. i. 8, and xi. 21, and 
xxx. 20. Now, he promiseth the land of Canaan not to their 
seed only, but to themselves; therefore they must one day 
live again to inherit the promised land, which hitherto they 
have not done. For that God that thus covenanted with 
them, covenanted not to make good his promise to them 
dead, but living: there is the strength of Christ’s argument ; 
and it isirrefragable, which otherwise would not infer any 
such conclusion. Certain it is, the divine conclusion is 
strong and unanswerable, and such as the multitude were 
astonished at it; but where is the irrefragability of it, if not 
in this ? 

These are the reasons I offer against living in successors, 
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and reigning in successors; the which I submit to the trial 
of God’s word, and the censure of those that are sober, and 
pious, and unbiassed, and have studied the point. 


—_—__»——__—. 


FARTHER SCRIPTURES. 


But let us proceed to see yet more Scriptures bearing wit- 
ness to the truth in hand. Psalm Ixxxix. 27: ‘ Also I will 
make him (my) first-born ligh to the kings of the earth,” or 
“higher than,” or ‘ higher in comparison of the kings of 
the earth.” Not in heaven, where are to be no kings of the 
earth: but in the earth, where the kings of the earth are to 
be. And thatthis is chiefly to be understood of the time of 
Christ’s second coming, Paulto the Hebrews teacheth us, 
Heb.i.6; ‘ And again, when he bringeth his first-begot- 
ten into the world, he saith.” So most translators and ex- 
positors turn it, as our English hath done, placing the particle 
‘‘again” so asit may have reference to the verb “ he saith ;” 
as if it had been thus expressed: ‘* And again he saith, 
when he bringeth in his first,” &c. But the words in the 
Greek, as here is plain, are otherwise placed than in our 
English translation; word for word they run thus: ‘* But 
when again he bringeth his first-begotten into the world, he 
saith,” &c. Again, secondly (for yield me but the ordina- 
ry liberty of ‘construction, and) the words will run thus: 
“But when he bringeth again his only-begotten into the 
world, he saith,” &c.; ‘‘ again,” namely, in his second com- 
ing, with a manifest respect to this psalm. And so very 
many interpret this text in this psalm: ‘‘ He speaketh (saith 
Ribera, in his Commentary on Heb. i. 6) of the second com- 
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ing of Christ, when he shall come to judge, which is his se- 
cond bringing into this world,” ‘ Firstly (saith Chrysostom), 
Christ was brought into the world by his incarnation passi- 
ble and mortal ; but again, ur secondly, glorious and impas- 
sible at the day cf judgment.” ‘ For then (saith Cornelius 
a Lapide) he will, as it were, enthrone the Son, and send him 
in very deed into the possession of the whole earth.” Yea, 
some that deny this reading and interpretation, do yet confess 
the words may be extended to that dignity and dominion 
which God shall give the Son over the whole world; in that he 
hath made him heir of all things, and given him ‘the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession,” Psalm ii. 8. And 
the learned and godly Annotators on the English Bible deny 
not but that the words may be understood of Christ’s second 
coming as well as his first. 

See also Psalm xcvil. 1. Where it is to be noted, that 
though the psalm be without a title, not only in our En. 
glish Bibles, but also in our Hebrew copies, yet the Lxx. in- 
terpreters either, doubtless, had then copies in which this 
title was prefixed to the psalm, or else had received it by 
tradition, and knew that the psalm was fitted to that time $3 
and therefore they have prefixed this title: “‘A Psalm of 
David, when the earth is restored.” As if the whole psalm 
were made and fitted to that time. And truly, he that will 
seriously read and consider tliis psalm, will see, I think, 
that time pointed at, if not plainly deciphered and described. 
Thus the Psalmist begins : “ The Lord reigneth, let the earth 
rejoice ; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.” Which 
words seem clear for the reigning of Christ in his second 
coming ; for the psalmist speaks expressly in the following 
words of those thmgs that precede it, ‘A fire goes before 
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him, and burns up all his enemies round about him,” &c. 
with a clear and evident reference to the Armageddon bat- 
tle, and that conflagration which at that time shall burn up 
and consume his enemies, Then (to omit all other passa- 
ges), at the eighth verse he speaks plainly of the calling of 
the Jews, or called at that time; ‘¢ Zion heard, and was 
glad ; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced, because of thy 
judgments, O Lord.” Again ver. 9: ‘* For thou, Lord, art 
high above all the earth : thou art exalted far above all gods.” 
This hath neyer yet been; but shall then be, when he shall 
take to himself his great power and reign, and all nations 
shall serve and obey him. Again, thatisclear, ver. 6: “ All 
the people see his glory ;” and ver. 7: ‘* Worship him, all 
ye gods.” Paul to the Hebrews, in the place before cited, 
puts this out of all doubt to be fulfilled in Christ’s second 
coming, Heb. i. 6: ‘* Worship him, all ye angels:” ‘all ye 
gods,” is rendered by the LXX. ‘all ye angels,” which ren- 
dering the apostle follows and approves. And thus Arno- 
bius interprets and applies this whole psalm. 

So Isaiah, xlix. 8: ‘I will give thee for a covenant of 
the people, to establish the earth, and to cause to inherit the 
desolate heritages,” namely, in a spiritual manner, in the 
restoring the kingdom of Israel, or in the restitution of all 
things at Chrisi’s second coming,—ver. 9: ‘ That thou 
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; and to them that are 
in darkness, Shew yourselves,” viz. in the resurrection of 
the just ;—and ver. 10: ** They shall not hunger nor thirst ; 
neither shall the heat of the sun smite them: for he that hath 
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them,” viz. after the destruction of antichrist. 
All which did begin somewhat to be fulfilled in Christ’s first 
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coming ; but because they far exceed that mean and low con. 
dition of Christ here on earth, therefore they shall be perfectly 
and completely fulfilled in Christ’s second coming ; and that 
upon earth, after the final destruction of antichrist, at the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet, contemporary with which 
are the innumerable company of white-robed, palm-bearing 
triumphers of all nations, kindred, and people. Concerning 
whom the very same words of the prophet are used, and 
that in the same sense, Rev. vii. 16, 17: “* They shall hun- 
ger no more, nor thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of them shall feed them, and lead them to living 
fountains of waters, and wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.” 

See also Zech. ix. 10: “* And I will cut off the chariot 
from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the bat- 
tle-bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the 
heathen : and his dominion shall be from sca even to sea, and 
from the river even to the ends of the earth.” And chap. xii. 
2: “ And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the 
land, and they shall no more be remembered: and also I 
will cause the prophets and the unclean spirits to pass out of 
the land.” And chap. xiv. 9: ‘* And the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth: and in that day shall be one Lord, 
and his name one”—viz. in the day of the second coming 
of Christ. I only name these texts, as being so clear and 
obvious that they need no explication. 

Also Matt. xix. 28: ‘‘In the regeneration when the Son 
of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, ye shall sit up- 
on thrones judging (i. e. governing) the twelve tribes of Is. 
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rael.” Calvin understands these words of the renewed or 
restored state of the church. And so do others, of the new 
heavens and new earth, spoken of 2 Pet. ii. 13; and the 
world to come, Heb. i. 5. Others, of the resurrection of 
the dead; which interpretation is approved by Pareus; also 
allowed by the learned Annotators on the bible, whose words 
upon the place are these: ‘‘ He meaneth, that in the abso- 
Jute renovation in the ‘resurrection they should sit upon 
thrones,” &c. They that follow this sense read the text 
thus, by an alteration of points :—‘t Ye which have follow- 
ed me shall in the regeneration (when the Son of man shall 
sit upon the throne of his glory) sit upon twelve thrones, judg- 
ing,” &c. The Syriac version very much favours this, 
both by reading so pointed, and also in the version of the 
words; for thus they turn it: ‘‘ Verily, I say unto you, that 
ye who have come after me, in the new age, when the Son of 
man shall sit,” &c. The Persian hath it, “in the new 
world ;” the Arabic, ‘‘in the generation to come;” the 
Ethiopic, ‘‘in the second generation.” All these secretly 
hint, as Chrysostom well observes, the reign of Christ with 
his people, when he comes out of his far country, to the or- 
dering and management of his kingdom. See also Luke 1. 
32: ‘* The Lord shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David.” These words I confess, have been interpreted, by 
some, of Christ’s spiritual reign in the hearts of his people, 
without a personal.. But it seems to me, that a spiritual, 
without a personal, should not be here meant: for, 

1. David had no such reign himself, nor Solomon his son, 
nor any of his seed; yet we read that Solomon his son did 
sit upon the throne of David his father, 1 Kings ii. 12, 24. 
And what man will say, that by “ throne” is meant the spir- 
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‘itual reign of Solomon without a personal? And if it be not 
so meant when it is spoken of Solomon, why should any 
think it to be so meant when it is spoken of Christ ? 

2. The spiritual reign of Christ belongs to him as he is 
God, but to sit on the throne of David belongs to him as 
man; as Acts iu. 30: ‘* Therefore David being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne,” &c. The throne of 
David is one thing, and his spiritual reign another. 

3. When Christ is called the son of David, as Matt. xxu. 
42, no man will say that thereby is meant the Son of God. 
No more ought any man to think, that when Christ is said 
to sit on the throne of David, that thereby is meant the spirit- 
ual throne of God ; for, doubtless, they are two distinct things. 

4, Christ did reign spiritually, and that in the heart of 
Mary herself, before this prophecy was revealed to her: but 
Christ did not at that time sit on the throne of David, but 
the angel told her he should sit on the throne of David here- 
after. And therefore this spiritual reign is one thing, and 
the throne of David another. 

5. The spiritual reign of Christ isin reference to spirituals ; 
but his sitting on the throne of David is to order it with 
judgment and justice. Isaiah ix. 7: ‘‘ Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth, 
even for ever.’ So Jer. xxiii. 5: ‘ Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall exe- 
cute judgment and justice in the earth.” This seems to 
imply some other thing and matter. 
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6. The throne of David is peculiar to Christ alone, and 
not common to all the three Persons; but the spiritual reign 
of Christ in the hearts of men is common to all the three 
Persons, and not peculiar to Christ alone: therefore the 
throne of David is one thing, and the spiritual reign of 
Christ another. 

See also Matt. xx. 20,21: ‘* Then came to him the mo- 
ther of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, 
and desiring a certain thing of him;” viz. that her ‘ two 
sons might sit, the one on his right hand, the other on his 
left, in is kingdom.” Now, what is meant by this king- 
dom, but the reign of Christ on earth? therefore they that 
be of this mind are of the same faith the apostles were of. 
But you will say, was Christ of the same faith too? Tan- 
swer, it will appear that he was, if we well weigh his an- 
swer to this request, ver. 23: ‘* Jesus answered and said, 
To sit on my right hand and on my left, is not mine to give ; 
but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.” In 
which words we may observe what it is that Christ denies, 
and what it is that he grants them. Now that which Christ 
denies is contained in the first words, “To sit on my right 
hand and on my left, is not mine to give,” i.e. “ without 
my Father’s leave ;” or, ‘‘it isnot mine to give to every one 
that asks it,” or ‘asked at that time;” or, ‘I have no 
commission from my Father to give precedences in my 
kingdom to those that affect them.” But what is it that 
he grants? That is contained in the next words: ‘‘ But it 
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Fa- 
ther.” In which words our Lord Jesus Christ seems plainly. 

to insinuate and hint these three things :— 

1, That such a kingdom as they speak of is prepared of 
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his Father—namely, a kingdom on earth; such as our Sa- 
viour had promised in the former chapter, in which ‘the 
twelve disciples should sit upon twelve thrones, judging,” 
&c. And sucha kingdom they meant; and their suit was 
for the first and second place in it. 

2. He grants that some shall sit on his right hand, and 
on his left, in his kingdom. 

3. That itis appointed of his Father who those men shall 
be. These seem clear. 

See also Luke xix. 12: “ A certain nobleman went into 
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to re- 
turn.” Who is this nobleman but Christ incarnate? And 
what is meant by his going into a far country, but his as- 
cension into heaven? And wherefore is he gone thither 
but to receive for himself a kingdom? Now where is this 
kingdom to be? not in heaven, for when he hath received 
it, he must return. And what is meant by his return but 
his return to the earth again, to the exercise, ordering, and 
government of his kingdom? For Job xix. 25: ‘ He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth;” Zech. xiii. 4: ‘And 
his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east ;” Jer. xxiii. 5: ‘* He 
shall reiga and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth ;” Rev. y. 10: ‘* And we with him shall 
reign on the earth.” Iconfess, what they may do to others 
I know not; but to me (for that little knowledge the Lord 
of his goodness hath been pleased to impart toa poor worm) 
methinks they are very clear and perspicuous. 

See also that text, Acts i. 7: ‘‘ Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” viz. what was promis. 
ed by the prophets. ‘The Lord answers, “ It is not for you 
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to know the times and seasons, which the Father hath put 
in hisown power.” In which, I conceive, he plainly insinu- 
ates these three things :—~ 

1. That the kingdom promised is one day to be restored 
to Israel. 

2. That there is a time appointed for it by the Father : 
viz. ‘the time of the restitution of all things (Acts iii. 21), 
which God had spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.” All prophesied and spake of this. 

3. That the time when this shall be is known only to God, 
as proper to him, not to be communicated to any creature. 
So also before in Luke’s Gospel, chap. xxi., our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath taught us, that the time of his second coming in 
glory is the time of the redemption of Israel promised, or 
the promised kingdom, which, after the winter of the cross 
and affliction, should come: which he calls a certain sum- 
mer (ver. 28 and 31). 

Nextly, see Luke xxii. 29, 30: “Ye are they that have 
continued with mc in my temptation; and I appoint unto 
you akingdom,” &c. Now, where isthis kingdom ? not in 
heaven ; there is no eating and drinking in heaven, no judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel: therefore it ison the earth, 
in the time of Christ’s second coming. 

Let us also take notice of that passage, Acts xv. 14: Simeon 
hath declared how God at first did visit the Gentiles, to take 
out of them a people for hisname : and ver.15. To thisagree 
the words of the prophets (which are spoken of the first 
calling of the Gentiles before the restoring of the kingdom 
of Israel); as it is written (viz. in Amos ix. 11, 12, espe- 
cially, from whom alone we may judge of the meaning of 
the rest of the prophets), ver. 16: ‘ After this [viz. after 
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their first calling] I will return, and build again the taber- 
nacle of David, which is fallen down; and J will build again 
the remains thereof, and will set it up.’ Where it is care- 
fully to be marked, that the word afterward is not to be 
found in the prophet Amos; but is added here by the Spirit 
of God for declaration-sake, with manifest relation to that 
first calling, that we might certainly know that this should 
come to pass after the first calling of the Gentiles, in the very 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to his kingdom, whichis call- 
ed the kingdom of David, Jer. xxui.5, Ezek. xxxvu. 14, 24, 
Hos. 111.5: see the words—I set them not down, lest these 
sheets should swell. Andthat which follows, both in Amos 
and in thistext, very much helps this exposition, viz. ver. 17: 
‘* That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles upon whom my name is called :” viz. upon whom 
my name is called in the first calling of the Gentiles; who, 
as I said before, were but few in comparison. But the se- 
cond calling will be far more universal, when the devil shall 
be bound up from seducing the nations any more, as for- 
merly he had done; then shall the residue of men come in, 
and all the Gentiles, as the text saith, be converted to God. 

This is that kingdom, joined with the appearance of 
Christ, ready to judge the world, of which St. Paul to Tim- 
othy makes mention, 2 Tim. iv.1: “I charge thee before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.” His ap- 
pearance is personal, for he appears to judge, and then doth 
this his kingdom, by way of eminence, begin, and dures the 
time of his stay, which John tells us, Rev. xx. 4, isa thousand 
years; and then comes the second or general resurrec- 
tion (which is another order in the resurrection), and 
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the general and last judgment, when, according to this 
self-same apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 24 to 28: ‘* Jesus Christ (the last 
enemy being destroyed) shall deliver up the kingdom to his 
Father, that he may be subject to him who subdued all things 
to himself, that God may beallin all.” So far is he then from 
being said to enter upon any new kingdom, that then he de- 
livers up the old. That kingdom therefore, which neither 
shall be before the appearance of our Lord, nor after the last 
judgment, is necessarily to be included between them. This 
is not nothing. 

See also those words, Heb. 11.5: ‘* For unto the angels 
hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we 
speak.” For this word which we translate world, is earth, 
notheaven. But, you will say, where did the apostle speak 
in his preceding discourse of this world to come, that he 
should say, ‘* whereof we speak?” ‘I answer, in ver. 6 of 
the preceding chapter; ‘‘ But when he shall bring again his 
only-begotten Son into the world, he saith,” &c. For those 
things which, out of the book of the Psalms to the end of 
the chapter, are cited (concerning the worship of angels, of 
his sceptre of righteousness, of the renewing of the world, 
and of the treading of his enemies under his feet), are all, if 
we credit the apostle, to be referred to the second coming of 
Christ. But that admonition which is contained in the first’ 
four verses of this chapter is to be read as a parenthesis ; the 
which being ended, the apostle, in the fifth verse, feturns 
again to his former proposition, and more largely handles 
the prerogative of human nature above the angels, which 
he had disputed. And amongst other things saith he, ** un- 
to the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to 
come, whereof we speak ;” which is to be, when God brings 
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again his only-begotten Son into the world. I have here but 
one word more to add (for I spake before of the strange trans- 
position of the words, chap.i. ver. 6), that bringethin, hath 
future signification, forsomuch as it is the second aorist of 
the subjunctive mood. 

Peter also (2 Pet. iii. 10) speaks, if I be not deceived, clear- 
ly to this: ‘ Behold, the day of the Lord cometh.” How ? 
** As a thief in the night,” 2. e. suddenly ; yet shall not as a 
thief disappear the very same night. ‘In that day the heavens 
shall pass away with a noise, and the elements melt,” &c., 
which shall not be done together and at once, as is manifest 
in the words dissolved, melt, burnt up, which require an or- 
der of time for their accomplishment. But when that is 
done, ver. 13, we expecta ‘new heaven and a new earth, 
according to his promise (which is in Isaiah lxv. 17), 
wherein dwells righteousness.” Mark it, I pray you, anew 
heaven and a new earth is expected in the second coming 
of the Messiah. But what is meant by heaven and earth 
in the prophetic style, when they lose their literal signifi- 
cation? Surely nothing else but the church and common- 
wealth. And when it is said that we look for these new, it 
is in one word, a new world to come; or in two, new heav- 
ens, 1. e. new churches; and, a new earth, i.e. anew com- 
monwealth. All isnew; all vld church and commonwealth 
fashions pass away, Rev. xxi. 1, and there will be new 
churches and new commonwealths, wherein dwells right- 
eousness. And truly it must needs be a new world. Ec- 
clesiastical and civil polities must needs be new, when Sa- 
tan, who did rule, is bound, and Christ, who was rejected, 
reigns; when righteousness dwells where sin did rage ; when 
all tears shall be wiped away, and there shall be no more cry- 
ing, sorrow, or pain. 
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Lastly, the apostle John, not only in that 20th chapter, of 
which I have already spoken, but also elsewhere frequently 
in the Revelation, speaks clearly of this glorious kingdom of 
Christ upon earth. Of those many places I shall name a 
few. See, therefore, Rev. 11.26: ‘* He that overcometh, 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give pow- 
er over the nations.” Surely, this refers not to heaven, but to 
this time of Christ’s kingdom we are speaking of. So we 
have that which is as plain as words can make it, Rev. v. 
10: ‘We shallreign on the earth.” What can be the mean- 
ing of this? is it not what Christ promised, Matt. v. 5: 
‘* Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth ?” 
and what shall be fulfilled when the kingdom is given to the 
saints, and Christ shall reign. So Rey. xi. 15: “In the 
days of the seventh trumpet (which is a trumpet of consum- 
mation) these voices were heard: Now all the kingdoms of 
the world are become the kingdoms of the Lord and his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever. And ver. 17: 
“Thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reign- 
ed.” And that you may know that this reign and king- 
dom is circumscribed within the great day of judgment, he 
tells you, ver. 18: “That this is the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that,” saith the text, ‘ thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and 
to the saints, and to them_that fear thy name, small and 
great, and shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth :” 
also Rey. xix. 6, speaking of the same time, the Church 
breaks out in a song of joy, saying, ‘‘ Hallelujah, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. ‘The marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” Also when 
John tells us, Rev. xx. 4, that the saints “ lived and reign. 
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ed with Christ a thousand years,” we must ever remember 
(which is the only thing I shall here add), that it is one 
thing for Christ to reign in his saints, and another for the 
saints to reign with Christ. The former was all the time 
of the beast; the latter is not to be till the beast be destroy- 
ed, and Satan bound, and the Messiah come again. 
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Though it were easy to be almost infinite in the proof of 
the evidence of this point, yet knowing that as some will 
think I have been too large, so others will yet think all too 
little to convince them, I shall therefore only suspend any 
further proof, until I have given you some reasons of this 
interpretation of these and such-like texts; and answered 
some of those common objections that against this are usual- 
ly objected, unless these may be so ordered as to contain 
yet further proof. And first, I shall offer these following 
reasons of this interpretation, and why I choose to believe 
this to be a truth, however by many much decried :— 

1. Because all those places of Scripture in the old pro- 
phets, which foretel a certain, glorious, and happy estate of 
the church upon earth, should never be fulfilled here upon 
earth, unless there be a long tract of time appointed for the 
fulfilling of them, wherein antichrist being conquered, and 
the devil chained up in the bottomless pit, the saints might 
live safely, in the enjoyment of all spiritual and heavenly 
delights. Let us see, amongst many, two or three Scmp- 
tures for this. Isaiah lx. 11 to the end: ‘“ Therefore thy 
gates shall be open continually ; they shall not be shut day 
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nor night; that men may bring unto thee the forces of tho 
Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought. For the na- 
tion and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, 
those nations shall be utterly cut off. ‘The sonsalso of them 
that afflicted thee shall come bending to thee; and all they 
that despised thee shall bow down themselves at the soles 
of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. I will make thee an 
eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. Thoushalt 
also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast 
of kings; and thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy Sa- 
viour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. I will 
also make thy officers peace, and thy exactors righteous- 
ness. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting 
nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy 
walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall be 
no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee: but the Lord God shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun 
shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people also shall be 
all righteous : they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glo. 
rified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a small 
one a strong nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his time.” 
Isaiah Ixv. 17 to the end: ‘* For, behold, I create new hea-~ 
vensand anew earth; and the former shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind. But be you glad and rejoice 
for ever in that which I create; for, behold, I create Jeru- 
salem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice 
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in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weep. 
ing shall be no more heard in her, nor the’ voice of crying.. 
There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor anold 
man that hath not filled his days: for as the days of a tree 
are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands. The wolf and the lamb shall feed 
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the 
Lord.” Jer. xxui. 5: ‘ Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and 
a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment 
and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness.” Jer. 
xxxvil. 37 to the end, see the words ; also Hosea ii. 5: ** Af. 
terward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the 
Lord their God, and David their king; and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the latter days.” This is said of 
Israel after many days, and in the latter days. See also 
Ezek. xxxvii. 11,12, 13, 14, and ver. 20, and so on to the end: 
*¢ And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand 
before their eyes. And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among 
the heathen, whither they be gone, and I will gather them 
on every side, and bring them into their own land: and I 
will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains 
of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and 
they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be di- 
vided into two kingdoms any more at all: neither shall they 
defile themselves any more with idols, nor with their detest- 
able things. And David my servant shall be a king over 
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them; and they shall all have one shepherd: they shall 
, also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes and 
do them. And they shall dwell in the land that I have giv- 
en unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt ; 
and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, 
and their children’s children for ever; and my servant Da- 
vid shall be their prince forever. Moreover I will make a 
covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them. My tabernacle also shall be with 
. them, yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Is- 
racl, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore.” See also Mic. iv. 1 to end of ver. 7; Zech. xiv. 
14 to the end; see the words. In which places, though 
there be not an express mention of a thousand years, yet as 
itis clear the things therein contained were never yet ful- 
filled, so they require a long tract of time upon earth for the 
fulfilling of them; especially when Isaiah reminds us of a 
child an hundred years old, and of the days of a tree: which 
words, saith Justin Martyr, do secretly hint the thousand 
years. Certainly it was reserved for John, who was the 
last of the prophets, and writ last, to make express mention 
of the time, how long it should be, to wit, a thousand years, 
and give light to all the prophets. And I verily believe that 
he that will be (that I may give it you in their own words,) 
as the Syrians phrase it, ‘‘a disciple or scholar in the taber- 
nacle of time,” shall understand those prophets, and see 
clearly mysteries contained in them, better than ever we 
have done. . 

2. Because all the prophets do chiefly prophesy of the 
om > the Messiah upon his second coming ; as appears 
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Acts ii. 21: ‘ Whom the heavens [speaking of Christ] 
must receive until the times of the restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken of by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets since the world began.” So Amosix. 11, with Acts xv. 
15: ‘Unto this agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written, After this [viz. after their first conversion] I will re- 
turn, and build again the tabernacle of David, which is fal- 
len down,” viz. in the second coming of the Messiah. So 
Isaiah lix.20: ‘* And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the 
Lord.” Who would have taken this for a cogent proof of 
what we have in hand, since this seems to fall so far short 
of those sublime expressions which are to be found in many 
other places, both of this and almost all the rest of the pro- 
phets, if the apostle Paul had not so applied it, Rom. xi. 25, 
26: **So all Israel shall be saved, as it is written,” and so 
quotes the words before cited? So John tells us (speaking 
of the finishing of the mystery of God, and the seventh 
trumpet sounding, Rev. x. 7), ‘‘ that all is as he hath de- 
clared to his servants the prophets.” Verily, all those trans- 
cendent expressions in the prophets, which hitherto by too, 
too many have been very strangely referred to Christ’s first 
low and mean appearance in his humiliation, ought to be 
referred to, and never yet were nor shall be fulfilled but at 
the time of his second coming in exaltation, and gloriously 
in his majesty to reign. And with the glorious brightness 
of this his second coming shall the eyes of the Jews be open- 
ed,* who hitherto had been so dazzled that they scarce 


* Zech. xii. 10: ‘And they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him,” &c. : 
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could entertain into their thoughts his first low and obscure 
coming; yea, the prophets themselves, through the glory 
and majesty thereof, suffered a kind of ecstacy or rapture, 
which occasioned, as it were, when they spake of Christ 
and of his coming, a leaping presently from the matters of 
his first to the things of his second coming, as is easy to ob- 
serve in the reading of all their prophecies. 

3. Because, unless this be believed and held, many argu- 
ments will be taken from the Christians, whereby they may 
convince the Jews of their obstinate infidelity, and bring 
them to conversion. For they have so drunk in these prin- 
ciples, and sucked the milk of them from all their teachers 
and predecessors (viz. that the times of the Messiah will be 
times of righteousness, peace and blessedness, knowledge, 
and all joys, and that in great fulness; and when the Scrip- 
tures also are so apposite for them, and many texts other- 
wise unanswerable), that without some competent satisfac- 
tion herein, we have found by experience, and are like to find, 
they are not to be dealt withal, nor will ever think of coming 
over to us. A Jewish woman in London said lately to a. 
friend, “ That your Messiah,” he speaking to her of Christ, 
‘is not the true Messiah; for when he cometh, there will be 
great peace and love, the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
‘none shall hurt or destroy in all his holy mountain,’ &c., 
whereas you Christians are divided, hate and devour, hurt 
and destroy one another.” ‘I leave it,” saith that reverend 
mystery-searcher, Mr. Mede, *‘ to the judgment of learned 
men, and men well able to judge in such-like mysteries in 
divinity, whether this be not the best and easiest way to deal 
with the Jews—not to wrest those plain prophecies touching 
things appertaining to this last and glorious coming of Christ 
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_ to his first coming; for while we do so, the Jews laugh and 


scorn at us, and are hardened in their infidelity.’ The 
apostle Peter takes this course to convert the Jews, Acts ii. 


19: “ Repent,” saith he, ‘and be converted, that your sins 


may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus 
Christ, which was preached unto you: whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of the restitution of all things, 
of which God hath spoken by the mouth of all the holy 
prophets since the world began.’”’* 

4. Because, unless this opinion of Christ’s millennary king. 
dom, and reign with his saints a thousand years, be granted 
and received, nothing of certainty can be brought concern- 
ing the true and genuine sense of the 20th chapter of the 
Revelation, and that in the 7th of Daniel, and many other 
of the texts before named, wherein a man’s conscience can 
safely rest; which, amongst some others, Pareus him- 
self confesseth :t who saith, the more he studied it, the less 
he found out whereby to untie the knot which had so tor- 
tured all interpreters; only this he saith he found, that it is 
more easy to tell what this thousand years are not, than what 
they are. And a little after he saith, ‘I do not, therefore, 
here promise you, that, after all others, I shall so untie this 
knot of a thousand years, as to satisfy all men in this millen- 
nary reign of the martyrs and saints with Christ.” The rea- 
son is given by a learned writer: because he left the letter 
of the text, and did turn the whole discourse to an allegor- 
ical sense, without any sufficient reason or necessity at all. 
It hath, doubtless, been the unhappy fate of many, by their 


* Note B. +t Note C, 
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learning, in their expositions, to make plain Seriptures dark 
and difficult texts far more difficult than before. 

5. Because it seems altogether unteasonable to go about 
to interpret that whole place in the 20th chapter of the Rev- 
elation figuratively, because of one or two figurative express. 
ions in it, which yet have an easy explication without any 
figure. Ina plain sentence we may sometimes mect with 
one trope or other; but it doth not therefore necessarily fol- 
low, that all and every word in the sentence must be so taken, 
nor is that reasonable. ‘* A whole passage is not to be taken 
figuratively on account of the figurative meaning of one 
word, saith Austin.” Neither, indeed, is this prophecy of a 
thousand years proposed under representations and pictures, 
as many others are in the Apocalypse ; but it is declared in 
~ as clear and elegant words as you can possibly imagine, be 
it by the Holy Ghost never so really meant. 

6. Because this interpretation of a thousand years, after 
the Armageddon battle, and the destruction of antichrist, im 
Christ’s second coming, doth best agree with all those Scrip- 
tures which speak of this subject, which consider a long tract 
of time in it, as well asin his first coming, as was shewed 
before. Now, we are not to think, that because the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall come as a thief, or like the lightning, that 
therefore he shall presently like a thief, or like the lightning, 
vanish or disappear. Nor because his second coming is 
joined with the final resurrection and last judgment, properly 
and strictly so called, therefore they shall be done presently, 
together, and all at once; but every thing shall be fulfilled 
in its own order and time. Ina process of time, sensibly 
and by degrees, will the Lord proceed in the restitution of 
all things; after the same manner as his proceeding was in 
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the creation of all things, though he could have created all 
things in one and the same moment: God will never huddle 
his works on heaps. 

7. Because to interpret the first resurrection, of a spiritual 
resurrection from sin, is altogether new and unheard of, and 
unknown to all orthodox antiquity, and that almost till Aus- 
tin’s time ; and was first of all found out by Tyconius the 
Donatist, of whom Austin borrowed it; whom afterwards 
Primasius followed, Gregory, and others. Yea, they that 
deny this interpretation deny that which was of old denied 
by the heretics against the orthodox, as it doth plainly appear 
from Justin Martyr in his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew ; 
which dialogue is set down at large by Mr. Mede, at the lat- 
ter end of his Commentary upon the Revelation, whither I 
refer the reader. But to clear the thing beyond doubt, 
consider, that though the death in sin may be called a death, 
yet itis not, nor any where in Scripture called the death, 
either first or second. If that death in sin be the death, 
then it is the first death, and the life of grace the first resur- 
rection ; and then all that have a part in this should be freed 
from the second death, which second death, by this reck- 
oning, must be the death of the body: but that we see is 
false, for the godly die the death of the body as well as the 
wicked. Therefore let us give way to the plain truth, which 
is in a word thus :—The first death is the death of the body, 
or a bodily death; the second death is the death of the soul, 
or the soul’s everlasting punishment in hell: and the first 
resurrection, or the first order in the resurrection (for I speak 
not here of Christ and those that arose then), is the resur- 
rection of the body, or a bodily resurrection of the saints ; 
and they that have part in thie are none but such as are holy, 
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ind by this their eee within the compass of the first order 
in the resurrection, or being raised in st. resur- 
rection, they are beyond all fear of 
hell, which is the second death. Th 
‘* Blessed and holy is he that hath 
rection, on such the second death hath r 
resurrection as we sce, cannot be meant of, t 
but must be meant of that corporal rackier a which is 
opposed to a bodily death, or the death of the body, and not 
to the death in sin. be 


8. Because, although Christ's economical or mediatory 
kingdom is but one in regard of its essential form, yet it is, 
indeed, twofold in respect of its accidental form. For 
Christ’s kingdom, which is humble, low, and cometh not 
with observation, and is much accompanied with the cross, 
and persecuted, according to his first coming, which was 


humble and low, to his very passion, is one thing; 


and his 
glorious kingdom is another, which comes with observation, 
as lightning shining upon the earth, and in great peace and 
security, according to the nature and condition of his se- 
cond coming, Luke xvu. 20 to the 26th. 

9. It seems altogether absurd for us to think that Christ 
should come in glory and majesty to the ordering and cxer- 
cise of his kingdom (his kingdom, by way of eminence, 2 
Tim, iv. 1), and presently the very same day give over his 
kingdom again (1 Cor. xv. 25, and so on), delivering it up 
tothe Father. The king of such a kingdom might not un- 
fitly be compared to Jonas his gourd, which was a shade to 
his head, and protected him from the heat, so that he very 
much rejoiced in it; but that joy was but a short joy, for it 
sprung up in a day, and if withered in a day. What other 
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men ean, I know not, but I cannot think that the Lord Je- 
sus Christ should descend from heaven with all his saints, 
accompanied with glorious angels, enter upon his kingdom, 
(by way of eminence, as I said before), order it with judg- 
ment and justice, executing righteousness in the earth; 
compose a glorious ‘metropolis of those sinless, sorrowless, 
joyful, immortal saints, who descended and came with him 
from heaven;.and cause the rest, who are godly in all the 
world (who are called the nations that are saved, Rev. xxi. 
24; for then there will be a very great and unparallelable 
conversion, but yet. in another state,) to walk in the light 
thereof, and take their directions thence ;—will he thus 
make all things new, and cause things old to pass away ? 
had the saints an eye to look through all those sad and 
sharp calamities of a thousand and six or seven hundred 
years’ continuance unto this time, as they do? Rey. v, 10, 
did all the prophets foresee and speak of these glorious times 
and things? did the apostles make so many queries, and 
Christ so many promises, referring to this time and state?— 
I say, shall all this be, and many things more that might be 
named; andall but for a day, and then to end? I can 
never, I freely confess, believe it. 

10. Because the church is nightly divided= into militant 
and triumphant: but this triumphant is one partial, another 
total; one inchoate, another consummate. The faithful now 
triumph in heaven in respect of their souls; they shall also 
triumph in respect of their bodies: this triumph is inchoate » 
here upon earth, and consummate in heaven. And so great 
is the affection and inclination of the blessed souls in heaven 
unto their bodies to which they were united, that they had 
rather be with them in some’kind of conflict (though then 
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ceding Christ's second coming, but not of the full anc final . 
destruction of antichrist at ra ie flat] y 


contradict the plain texts of Script Rev. xvi. 14, 15; 
~ Rev.xvii. 14; Rev. xix. 18,20; 213 fo cirectly ee 
themselves to all orthod ‘antiquity, ‘yea, to Hi 


, to whom they. are wont ever 


Austin thet 
al, ev is very controversy itself. 


tions eohcenaine the secon: ast resurrection and | udo- 
ment: which opinion, notv it g, 1s no whit to be re- 
jected, because by Epicures and some philosophers, and Stu- 
ics, and others, that have alan a exploded as fabulous 


and false, and are by many other 


erided, as loaden (espe- 


it);with many absurdities. In so great a mystery it will be 

sufficient to know 1 

general, and not 
ales ae 


cir umstance ona punctilio. The matter is grounded upon 
the undeniable ale > Shmaliad order,* snipe consent 


he truth in the main, and the matter in 
uriously to search into the reason of every 
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Bi. ae 

ta is known to a ipsoverd; that one fool may object more 
io ten wise men can presently answer; yet I freely pro- 
fess, I find this truth so plain (if we-speak of the thing itself, 
not of the manner), that I know not any thing that can be 
objected, which admits not of a very fair and plain solution. 
Those objections, therefore, which are usually urged, and 
may perchance be in the minds of some, I shall, with the 
reader’s good leave, speak next to with all brevity. 

Object. 1. How can this principle hold good? for doth 
not Christ tell us that his “ kingdom is not of this world 2’ 
John xviii. 36. To this objection I answer: 

1. That these words are to be le ddl a his first, and 
not of his second coming. are 

2. It is not of this oud: in respect of the original, but it 
is in the world in respect of place. “If my kingdom,” 
saith our Saviour, “ were of this world [understand it, as he 
there speaks it, of that his first coming], then would my 
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews : 
but now is my kingdom not from hence ;” 4. e. of this world, 
as he said before. Note, also, the word now ; ** now,” or 
at this time, ‘my kingdom is not from hence,” or, of this 
world. es 

3. Itis not of this world in respect of its condition. Thus 
the disciples and Christ himself were not of this world. John 
vill. 23: “Ye are [speaking of the carnal Jews] from be- 
neath, I am from above; ye are of this world, I am not of 
this world.” John xv. 19: ‘ If ye were of the world (Christ 
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speaks it to his disciples], the world would love his own; 
but because ye are not of the world, but I haye chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” So John 
xvii. 14: “‘ The world hateth them [viz. the disciples of 
Christ] because they are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.” And they are not of the world, as to world. 
ly affections; but they are in the world as tu corporal pres- 
ence. We say the like of Christ’s kingdom, it is earthly in 
respect of place, it is heavenly in respect of condition; place 
and condition are two things. Wie: 

4, It is not of this world,—so the words run, that is, of 
the world that now is, but of the world that isto come. For 
the world that now is shall be changed, and in that respect 
shall cease to be, and another world shall be erected, or come 
in place, called in Scripture ‘‘ the world to come ;” and in 
that world to come shall that kingdom of Christ be (Heb. ii. 
5, and 2 Pet. iii. 13; Rey. xxi. 1). 

Object. 2. But itis said (Job xiv. 12), that ‘man lieth 
down, and riseth not : till the heavens be no more, they shall 
not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” If this be so 
how can this doctrine of the Millennium hold good ? 

Answer 1. This text is to be understood of the ordinary 
course of God’s providence; man lieth down, and riseth not, 
in the ordinary course of God’s providence, till the heavens 
be no more ; but if God will have Lazarus, the widow’s son, 
and others, raised before by a power extraordinary, this text 
of Scripture doth not contradict or say against it. But this 
comes not close to our purpose. 

2. This text of Scripture is to be understood of a resur- 
rection to this present life: as we may sce it more plainly 
expressed, Job vii. 9, 10: “ He that goeth down to the graye 
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shall come up no more [i. e. to the enjoyment of this pre- 
sent life and possessions ; for, he adds]; he shall return no 
more to his house, neither shall his place know him any 
more. ” He shall not return, as Lazarus did, to live again 
a natural life after his resurrection, and dieagain. But the 
resurrection we speak of in this place is to another life ; 
and they that have a part in it do not die again, as Laza- 
rus did, nor do they live a natural or mortal life as he did, 
but are as the angels of God in heaven ; as Christ tells us, 
Matt. xxii. 30. 

3. ‘Till the heavens be no more is as much (in other lan- 
guage) as, till the day of judgment; in which sense it is 
true, man lies down, and riseth not till the day of judg- 
ment. Now the first resurrection is not till the day of judg- 
ment, but at the beginning of it, or in the morning thereof ; 
and the second resurrection at the latter end of it, or in the 
evening of it, when the thousand years are finished. Again ; 
‘till the heavens be no more,” i. e. till these heavens be no 
more; for we look for new heavens and anew earth (2 Pet. 
ii. 13). 

Object. 3. It will be disadvantageous to the saints in 
heaven to be fetched out of heaven, out of bliss, to be brought 
down to the earth into the world again. 

Ans. 1. If the souls in heaven were in perfect bliss, this 
were somewhat to the purpose: but though they be in hea- 
ven, yet they are not in perfect bliss, as they shall be when 
the day of judgment shall be ended. And (to omit other 
things) there is a twofold imperfection of the blessed souls 
now in heaven. 1. There is an imperfection in respect of 
number; there wants the full and complete number of 
God’s elect: Heb. xi. ult., ‘that they without us should 
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not be made perfect.” 2. There is imperfection in respect 
of the whole composition: the body, which is a part of the 
whole man, is yet in corruption; therefore, that while there 
is imperfection, viz. a part wanting. 

2. If, therefore, the bodies of the saints were in heayen, 
as well as their souls, this were something; but though 
their souls be in heaven, yet their bodies (as I said before) 
are in a state of corruption in the grave till the resurrection ; 
and can it be any disadvantage for them to come and take 
their bodies, or stay on earth till the great ndgneae fin- 
ished ? 

3. If the souls of the saints were to live again in their 
mortal bodies, subject to calamities, as the body of Lazarus 
was, then this objection were something; but their bodies 
shall be sinless, sorrowless, tearless, and immortal. These, 
I think, cannot be any way disadvantageous to them. 

4. If they were to be on earth without Christ, this were 
something. But the text saith, ‘‘ they live and reign with 
Christ,” and they shall not be absent from him one moment 
(Rev. xx. 4, 6). Yea, ‘‘ we shall [saith the apostle, 1 Thess. 
iv. 17] be ever'with the Lord.” And what disadvantage 
can it be to be with Jesus Christ ? 

5. If happiness were affixed to heaven, that it could be 
no where else, there were some strength in this objection ; 
but Christ’s transfiguration tells us, that happiness may be 
had with Christ on earth, Matt. xvii. 14. So we read, 1 
Cor. 1.9: ‘* Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him :” which is hot meant of 
heaven only, but of this heavenly time on earth also, to be 
within the thousand years. 

6. Lastly, if heaven itself, as it is a place, would make 
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men happy, and earth, as a place, would make men miser- 
able, then this were somewhat. But, alas, heaven as a 
place makes not any soul happy, but as God is there, and 
manifests his glory there with comfort to the soul. The 
earth makes not any man miserable merely asa place, but 
because Satan is there, and sin is there, and wicked men 
are there, as tares among wheat, and Christ is not there. 
But if Satan were bound, and cast into the bottomless pit, 
and if wicked men be removed from among the Church, 
and Christ remove his court from heaven to earth, as in the 
thousand years he will, then the case will be altered, and 
earth will become a paradise, and as happy a place to the 
saints as heaven is now. ‘These things being considered 
together, what disadvantage will it be to the souls of the 
saints to live in their sinless, sorrowless, joyful, immortal 
bodies, with the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Object. 4. The Scripture seems to tell us plainly, that all the 
dead, both good and bad, shall be raised in one hour, in the 
last day, in the same moment, in the twinkling of an eye; 
there cannot, then, be a thousand years’ distance between 
the one and the other, for all the dead are said to rise.in one 
hour, John y. 28,29: ‘‘ The hour is coming, in which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and come forth: 
they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil to the resurrection of damnation.” 
John xi. 24: ‘I know that he shall rise again in the resur- 
rection at the last day; and John vi. 40: “TI will raise 
him up at the last day.” Sol Cor. xv. 52: ‘In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trum- 
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised,” &c. 

Ans.1. We are to put a difference between an hour in 
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general and an hour in special. Now what is an hour in 
general but time in general? and what is an hour in spe- 
cial but the twenty-fourth part of a natural day? and when 
our Saviour saith, “ the hour is coming,” he doth not mean 
the last of these but the first. The time is coming, in the 
compass whereof all that are in the graves shall come forth, 
&c.; they that have done good, to the resurrection of life, in 
the morning of the day of judgment, or the beginning of the 
thousand years ; and they that have done evil, to the resur- 
rection of damnation, in the evening of the day of judgment, 
when the thousand years are ended. That an hour is thus 
taken for time in general, appears, Rev. xi. 13; ‘‘ The same 
hour was a great earthquake [7. e. a kingdom-quake, a na- 
tion-quake], and the tenth part of the city fell;’ which no 
man will understand of the same twenty-fourth part of the 
same individual day, but of time in this general acceptation. 
2. We are to puta difference between the last day in 
general, and the last day in special. Now what is the last 
day in general but the great day of judgment; at the dawn- 
ag ing of which the thousand years we speak of shall begin, - 
and then the godly shall rise: in the evening of which day 
the thousand years shall end, and the wicked one shall rise, 
and not before. But if we speak of the last day in special, it 
may have another day, or another year, to follow after it, 
according as the day or year is that we speak of. As, sup- 
‘pose we speak of the last day of this world; it hath a day, 
and a year, and another world to succeed it,—Matt. xi. 32, 
“the world to come,” Eph. i, 21; Heb. ii. 5,—as the old 
world, of which St. Peter speaks, had, 2 Peter ii. 5, with 2 
Peter iii. 6. But if we speak of the last day of the next 
world, it is the ultimate day of all, or the last day under the 
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sun, and hath no day to succeed it but eternity. And‘here 
we are to take notice, the thousand years we speak of are 
in the world to come. And in the last day of this world 
shall be the resurrection of the just: and in the last day of 
the next world shall be the resurrection of the wicked. 
And further, we are to know, that in those two places of 
John, viz. John xi. 24 and vi. 4, where the last day is spo- 
ken of, there is mention only of the resurrection of the just, 
no mention at all of the resurrection of the wicked; and 
therefore it may be supposed that they are left out, because 
they shall not be raised up at that time, but be stayed till af- 
terwards. 

3. Weare to put a difference between one moment and 
another ; and we say the moment in which the just shall 
be changed is the beginning of the thousand years; and 
the moment in which the wicked shall be raised is the end 
of the thousand years. Furthermore, by the word ‘ mo- 
ment” and “ twinkling of an eye,” is meant the sudden- 
ness of the change, and not the time when it shall be. — 
‘“¢ And we also,”—the apostle speaks not of the wicked, but 
of the just only; and why should they be left out, if that 
were their time of raising or changing? But we see by 
other Scriptures that they shall have another time. 

Object. 5. The saints shall be caught up from the earth 
“*to meet the Lord in the air,” 1 Thess. iv. 16. How, 
then, can they reign with Christ on the earth ? ae 

Ans. This will prove no impediment at all, these things 
being well considered : 

1, When Christ ascended up to heaven, it is not to be 
doubted but the. angels met him by the way. What man 
will say they did not return to heaven with him? | 
Re 4* 
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2. It is the custom when the judges ride the circuit, 
whither they intend to come, the sheriffs and justices ride 
to meet them, and to accompany the judges to the place of 
judicature. And no other isthe case here. When Christ is 
coming to the earth, the saints shall be caught up “ to meet 
him in the air;” when they have so done, they return back, 
and go with him to the earth, from whence they came. 

3. It is not said, that Christ shall come from heaven to 
meet the saints; such a speech would imply, that they are 
about to go to heaven with Christ, and that Christ came to 
mect them in the way, and to bring them thither. But the 
text saith, the saints shall be caught up “‘ to meet the Lord 
in the air.” This speech doth imply, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is coming from heaven to earth, and the saints meet 
him by the way, and return with him to the earth, whence 
they came and he is going. 

4, Lastly, unless the saints did meet him in the air, and 
return with him to the earth, Christ should not stand at the 
latter day upon the earth, as Job saith he shall, Job xix. 25: 
CI know that) at, or in the last, he shall stand on the dust ; 
—that is, at the last day he shall stand on the dust of the 
earth; which are the most certain and literal expressions 
the Hebrews have for that purpose. Neither else could 
Christ come with all his saints, as the Scripture saith he shall, 
Zech. xiv. 5: “* And the Lord my God shall come, and all 
his saints with thee ;”’ or (which is all one), he shall come 
with thee and all the saints. So1 Thess. ii. 13: “At 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” So 
1 Thess. iv. 14: ‘“* Those which sleep in Jesus Christ will 
God bring with him.” And whither will God bring them 
with him but to the earth, whence they were caught to meet 


him ? - 
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_ Object. 6. Of what quality the first death is, of that quali- 
ty the first resurrection is. But the first death was a spirit- 
ual death, or death of the soul in sin; and from hence fol. 
lowed the second death, which is the death of the body. 

Ans. 1. If the first death be a spiritual death, what shall 
we call the death of the body? shall we call it the second 
death, as this objection doth, and as in order it follows that 
which is here called a death; or shall it be called a third 
death? The second death it cannot be, for that is of the 
soul and body in hell, and every of the saints escape that, 
Rey. xx.6: ‘On such the second death hath no power.” 
But the saints escape not the death of the body. The third 
death it cannot be; for we read in Scripture of no such 
death. It remaineth, then, that the death of the body is 
the first death, is the death of the body, as well as the death 
in hell the second. 

2. We must distinguish between death properly taken 
and improperly taken. The first death properly taken is 
the death of the body, and the first resurrection properly 
taken is the resurrection of the body. Now John speaks of 
death properly taken, and not of the other; and of the re- 
surrection properly taken, and not of the other: as appears 
by this, that this resurrection is such to the godly first as it 
is to the wicked afterward, which isa proper resurrection. 

3. We are to distinguish between death visible and invisi- 
ble. The first death visible is the death of the body, and 
the first visible resurrection is the resurrection of the body. 
Now the apostle John speaks of death visible, and of a resur- 
rection visible, and not invisible ; and therefore he hath it 
in a vision visibly represented to him. 

Object. 7. To doa thing with Christ doth not imply his. 
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personal presence with us, but in Scripture-phrase we may 
be said to do a thing with Christ, which we either do for 
Christ or by his assistance; or do a thing that Christ did 
before us, though himself be not personally present with us. 
As Rom. viii. 17: ‘if we suffer,’ doth not imply that no 
man can suffer but he must have Christ personally present 
with him on the earth to suffer with him. No; that can- 
not be the meaning: but we suffer with Christ, though we 
be on the earth and he in heaven; because we suffer for 
him and by his assistance, and suffer the same things he 
suffered before us. So this phrase of reigning with Christ, 
doth not imply Christ’s personal abode with us, but only the 
doing of a thing, or enjoyment of a thing, for Christ’s sake ; 
or the doing of that which he now doth, though in another 
place, or the doing of that which he did before us. 

Ans. For a man to doa thing with Christ before death 
doth not imply Christ’s personal presence with him in the 
doing of it; but for a man to do a thing with Christ after 
death doth imply Christ is personally present with him at 
the doing of it, as that very text quoted in the objection doth’ 
sufficiently declare, viz. Rom. vui. 17: ‘‘ If we suffer with 
him, we shall be glorified with him.” ‘The former clause, 
‘‘if we suffer with him,” is spoken of a man before death, 
and doth not imply that a man is personally present with 
him when he suffers. But the latter clause, ‘* we shall be 
glorified with him,” is meant of a man after death, and 
doth imply that a man is personally present with him when 
he is glorified together with him. So, likewise, for a man 
to live with Christ before death doth not imply the personal 
presence of Christ; the reason is, because before death we 
are absent from the Lord. 2, Cor. vy. 6. But for the saints 
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to live and reign with Christ after death, yea, after the re- 
surrection of their bodies, this doth imply Christ i 1s personal. 
ly present with them where they so reign; and the reason 
is, because after death they are ever with the Lord, and 
never absent from him. As the Scripture testifies, John xiv, 
3: “That where I am, there ye may be also.” John XVii. 
24: ‘* Father, iv will that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my glo- 
ry which thou hast given me.” . Phil. i. 23: ‘‘I desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ.” 1 Thess. iv. 17; ‘‘ And so 
shall we ever be withthe Lord.” 2 Tim. u. 12: ‘‘ We shall 
also reign with him.” Therefore, seeing the saints are said 
to live and reign with Christ, and are not saints militant, or 
the saints before death, but saints triumphant, or saints af- 
ter death, as hath appeared before, it follows that Christ is 
personally present with them so living and reigning. 

Object.8. This opinion dispeoples heaven of all the an- 
cient glorious inhabitants thereof, and that for no less than 
a thousand years together. 

Ans. 1. Are not the angels the inhabitants of heaven in the 
time of the thousand years? And yet they shall be on the 
earth some time too. John i. 52: ‘Verily I say unto you, 
hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
Which words have a special reference unto the time of the 
thousand years, when Christ shall be on the earth. 

2. How many souls were in heaven before Abel came 
thither? So many shall there be when the thousand years 
begin, and while they are. And how many shall be left in 
heaven when the day of judgment shall begin and be? So 
many shall be there when the thousand years shall begin 
and be, and no more; for they are one and the same. 
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Object. 9. This opinion implies a threefold coming of 
Christ. The first, when he came to take flesh; the second, 
when he comes to take, receive, and enter upon his king- 
dom; the third, when he shall come to judge, to conclude, 
and end the world. 

Ans. This opinion owns but two comings of Christ ; and 
as the Scripture, so this opinion knows no more. ‘The first 
at his incarnation; the second at this great day of judgment ; 
the third I know not, for the thousand years are the day of 
judgment continuing and running on. His first coming is 
but one, and takes into it all the time of his stay upon earth. 
And his second coming is but one, and takes in all the time 
of his staying and reigning with them ; and he ascends not 
till he hath conquered all his and his people’s enemies, Gog 
and Magog, devil, death, and all; and so when all is done, 
and death and hell cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
he endeth the world, and himself and saints ascend to hea- 
ven, and he delivers up the kingdom to the Father, and so 
from thenceforth God will be all in all for ever (1 Cor. xv. 
23 to 27). 

Object. 10. The saints in heaven are in perfect bliss; 
but if they live upon the earth again, they must then be sub- 
ject to calamities again. 

Ans. 1. What calamity did the angels suffer when they 
descended to the earth to converse with Abraham and Lot ? 
Gen. xvi. I suppose not any. 

2. What calamity suffered Moses and Elias when they 
appeared with Christ on the mount (Matt. xvii.), and talked 
with Jesus in reference to his sufferings ? 

3. What calamity suffered Christ when he abode on the 
earth forty days? 


OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 87 


4, What calamity suffer the souls in heaven without their 
bodies? Such calamities shall they suffer on earth in their 
bodies, and none other. 

5. Lastly, what makes heaven a happy place, but because 
the throne of Christ is there? Now let Christ withdraw his 
throne from thence unto the earth, as we say he will all the 
time of the thousand years, and earth shall become heaven. 

Object. 11. But is not the earth in Scripture said to bea 
place of tribulation here in this world? See John xvi. 33: 
‘in the world ye shall have tribulation.” So Acts xiv. 22: 
** And that we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God.” How, then, can the world become so 
happy a place? 

Ans. 1. The earth is the place of tribulation to the saints 
in the world until the day of judgment; but that the saints 
shall have tribulation in and during the day of judgment, I 

_never read it in Scripture, but the contrary. 2 Thess. i. 6, 
7: “It is arighteous thing with God to recompense tribula- 
tion to them that trouble you, and to you who are troubled, 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven,” &c. Rest with us, rest from sufferings and tribula. 
tions. 

2. Both those texts before named are to be understood of 
the condition of the saints here upon earth before death; but 
that the saints should have tribulation after the resurrection 
of their bodies, though they be on earth, is neither the mean- 
ing of those texts, nor can the world bring any such thing 
to pass. | 

3. Both those forecited texts are to be understood with in- 
termination. Now God will have the thousand years to be 
a time of perfect and complete intermination to the New 
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J erusalem, or camp of the saints; for the tabernacle of God 
shall be with them, “and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there shall be [among them] no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain,” Rey. xxi. 3,4. It will also be a time of far more per- 
fect and complete intermination to the other saints, who are 
in a state of mortality, and are called (Rey. xxi. 24:) the na- 
tions that are saved, and walk in the light of it, than ever 
the sun saw, or the people of God enjoyed before. Now that 
those texts are to be, as I said, understood with intermina- 
tion, is manifest by that rest which sometimes the church 
had. As Acts ix. 31: ‘‘ Then had the churches rest through- 
out all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria,” &c. So also in 
Solomon’s time (1 Kings iv. 25,) whose peaceful time was 
a type of the peace, rest, and quiet we are speaking of, we 
see what an abundance of quiet they enjoyed; for the text 
saith, ‘‘ Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his 
vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all 
the days of Solomon.” If such were the peace of Solomon, 
who was but a type, what is like to be the peace of the church 
under the antitype, who is a King, as of righteousness, so of 
peace; as it is said of Melchizedec, another type? 

4, 'T'ribulation is not essential to the earth, but accidental 
only ; and if Christ be pleased to make that a place of hap- 
piness to the saints, which is now a place of misery, let no 
man’s eye be evil becanse Christ’s is good. \ 

5. What is meant by the earth in this question? Not 
the earth unreformed and unrenewed, but reformed and re- 
newed, as it shall be at the day of judgment. The former 
is a place of misery procured by the first Adam; the second 
is a place of happiness, for that time, procured by the sec- 
ond Adam, Jesus Christ. 
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Object. 12. The reign of the saints is everlasting in hea- 
ven; therefore it is not temporary upon the earth, as this 
opinion implies (Matt. v. 10; 2 Tim. iv. 18). 

Ans. The reign of the saints is in both places, though not 
at one and the same time, but at distinct and diverse times, 
succeeding one another. 

1. If we speak of the time before the day of judgment, the 
souls of the saints departed are in heaven; and they live 
with Christ in bliss, though, as I have before proved, not in 
perfect bliss; and they shall there continue till the day of 
judgment, at the beginning whereof the thousand years be- 
gin, and not before. 

2. If we speak of the time cs the-day of judgment, 
we say that the souls of the saints shall remove from heaven, 
as Christ himself shall, and be united to their bodies, and 
shall remain with Christ on earth till the great day of judg- 
ment be ended, which ends not till the thousand years be 
also ended. 

3. If we speak of the time after the day of judgment is en- 
ded, we say that the saints shall remove from earth to hea- 
ven, where they shall remain forever with Christ.* Thus 
we see the reign of the saints is at several times in both 
places. 

Object. 13. We read, Exod. xxxiv. 30: ‘That when 
Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the 
skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come nigh 
him.” Even so, if the saints should live again on the 
earth, with and in their glorified bodies, we should do and 
be the like, viz. afraid to come near them. And so there 
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could be no communion between their glorified bodies and 
ours. " ue 
Ans. 1. Were not the bodies that the angels had glorious 
bodies? Yet Abraham and Lot were not afraid to come 
nigh them. Gen. xvi. 2: ‘ He ran to meet them.” So 
Gen. xix. 2. : 

2. Were not the bodies of Moses and Elias glorified bo- 
dies when they appeared to Christ on the mount? And yet 
the disciples could endure their presence (Matt. xvii. 4). 

3. Was not Christ’s body glorified after his resurrection ? 
yet his disciples could converse with him, and he with them, 
as. the evangelists declare, Matt. xxvul.: Mark xvi.; Luke 
xxiv.; John xx. xxi.: all testifying the frequent appearing 
of Christ to his disciples. : 

4. As Moses put a veil over his face while he was talking 
with them, so that his face did not offend them, so the saints 
can hide their glory (as Christ did his resurrection*), so as 
that it shall not be offensive to the godly mortal saints; and 
they can again manifest their glory at their pleasure, so as it 
shall be a terror to the wicked. Can we think that such a little 
silly creature as the glow-worm shall at her pleasure with- 
draw, or cause her pretty spark in the dark to glister; and 
shall not those raised glorious saints much more at their 
pleasure withdraw, or cause their glory to appear, as an oc- 
casion for either shall require. 

Object.14. This opinion doth imply that in this visible 
monarchy Christ shall change all worldly customs, and pull 
down all kingly power and greatness (how just soever), and 
set up anew way of government, so as that there shall be 


* Mark xvi. 12; Luke xxiv. 16. 
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no other lords but as it is written, Isaiah ii. 1l and ver. 17: 
“* And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be made low, and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day:” | 

Ans. 1. I hope this is not the cause why great. ones are so 
loath to hear of this opinion; for the counsel of God shall 
stand, and every jot and tittle of his word be fulfilled, wheth- 
er we believe it, and they receive it, yea or no. 

2. We read, 1 John v.19, ‘that the whole world lieth in 
wickedness ;” and if Christ should change the customs of 
this wicked world, and set up better in their room and place, 
why should any godly man be against that? Itis enough, 
for the wicked of the world (Luke xix. 14) to say, ‘‘ We will 
not have this man to reign over us.” 

3. And if Christ shall take the kingdoms of the world in- 
to his own hands, he doth no man wrong herein; for God 
hath made him “heir of all things,” Heb. 1.2; and he is 
“King of kings” Rey. xix.10. Therefore all kings and 
princes of the world must be content to resign their crowns 
and sceptres into his hand, and lay them down at his feet, 
when he calls for them, as the four and twenty elders did. 
Rev. iv. 10. 

4, Whereas it is said Christ shall put down all kingly pow- 
er and greatness, it is false, if they mean to exclude the saints 
thereby ; for the saints shall live and reign with him, and 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ; and shall reign 
a thousand years, not in co-ordination with him, but in sub- 
ordination to him, as the text implies. 

Object. 15. This opinion doth not only imply the conver- 
sion (which some divines have granted and believed), but 
(which others have doubted) the total reduction of the twelve 
tribes of Israel and Judah into their own land again. 
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. Ans. Upon what grounds this can rationally be doubted, 
I confess I see not; for the Scripture seems to me very plain, 
not only for their return or reduction in the general, that it 
shall be so, but also tells us many particulars about it. 

1. I say, the Scripture tells us plainly in the general that 
it shall be so, that they shall be brought into their own land 
again. For this see these Scriptures:—Isaiah xxxiil. 20: 
‘‘Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnitics: thine eyes 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall 
not be taken down, not one of the stakes thereof shall ever 
be removed, neither shall any ‘of the cords thereof be bro- 
ken ;” ver. 17: “ Thine eyes shall see the King [viz. Christ] 
in his beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far 
off;” ver. ult: ‘‘ And the inhabitants shall not say, I am 
sick : the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their 
iniquity.” Jer. xxxi. 27, 28: “* Behold the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast. 
And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over 
them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down 
and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them, to 
build, and to plant, saith the Lord. And I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Ju- 
dah,” &c. Read, I pray you, the rest, and consider these 
expressions well. I will thank any man to tell me, and 
prove it, when every jot and tittle of these and such-like 
texts were, since those prophecies, fulfilled : if they have not, 
I am sure they shall, for Christ, the truth, hath told me so, 
Matt. v. 18: ‘* Verily Isay unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot, or one tittle, shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.” But to goon; see Ezek, xxxvii. 11, 12: 
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‘**Then he gaid unto me, Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel: behold they say, Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost ; we are cut off for our parts. There- 
fore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God ; 
Behold, O my people, [ will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel. Moreover, take thee one stick, and write up. 
on it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his compan. 
ions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, 
the stick of Ephraim, and for the house of Israel his com- 
panions ; and join them one to another into one stick, and 
they shall become one in thine hand.” And ver. 20; ‘* And 
the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before 
their eyes. And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the 
heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on eve- 
ry side, and bring them into their own land: and I will 
make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of 
Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they 
shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at all. And David my servant 
shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shep- 
herd ; and they shall dwell in the land that I have given un- 
to Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and 
they shall dwell therein, even they and their children, and 
their children’s children for ever: and my servant David 
[z. e. Christ] shall be their prince forever.” Hosea iii. 4, 5: 
‘“‘ The children of Israel shall abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an image, and without an ephod, and without a 
teraphim: afterward shall the children of Israel return, and 
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seek the Lord their God, and David their king, and shall 
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.” Amos 
ix. 11,14, 15. See also Isaiah xi., the whole chapter; so 
Hosea i. ult.; Zech. xii., and many other sping which for 
brevity’s sake I forbear to recite. 

2. Asthe Scripture proves their reduction into their own 
land again, so it tells us many particulars about the manner 
of their conversion and reduction; as for instance: 

1. That this conversion and reduction shall be in the 
height of their misery, when the greatest misery and afflic- 
tion shall be upon them that ever was since their dispersion, 
Dan. xii. 1: “ At that time shall Michael [7. e. Christ] stand 
up, the great prince which standeth for the chiidren of thy 
people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation, even to that same time; and 
at that time thy people shall be an when they shall be 
dry bones, and all hope shall be past with them, so that they 
shall say, Our bones are dry, our hope is lost; we are cut off 
for our parts: then those dry bones shall live, then God will 
open their graves, and bring them out of their graves,” &c. 
Ezek. xxxvu. 11, 12. God’s time of love, above all other 
times, is, when men lie wallowing in their blood ; when their 
hopes are at the lowest, then is their deliverance nearest. In 
the mount will God appear when none is shut up or left, 
then will his own arm bring salvation, and be their deliver- 
ance; so that when he shall turn again the captivity of 
Zion, it will appear to them as a dream (Psalm ecxxvi. 1), 
their deliverance bemmg come when almost all hope was 
gone. 

2. That in this conversion and reduction, they shall re- 
turn unto Christ, and then embrace him whom they former- 
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ly crucified and rejected, saying, ‘* We will not have this 
man rule over us;’”? and “ his blood be upon usand upon our 
children.”? But when this time shall time, Israel and Ju- 
dah shall be gathered together (Hos. i. 11), which yet hath 
never been since their rejection, “‘ and they shall appoint 
themselves one head.” ‘This head can be none other but 
Christ, whom they shall, by their own election in that day, 
appoint to be their head or king. It'is true, he was ap- 
pointed by the Father in his eternal decree, and in the 
covenant between the Father and the Son before the world 
was, as appears, Proy. viii. 22, 23, and Ps. ii. 6.* But now 
their hearts shall be turned about, and they that rejected 
the covenant of God against themselves, and would not 
have him to be their head whom the Lord had appointed, 
new they shall choose the same and consent to him; they 
shall appoint to themselves one head, and elect for them- 
selves the same head. Hos. iii.5: “They shall return and 
seek the Lord, and David their king; 7. e. they shall come 
to seek God and Christ their king, in this latter day of their 
conversion and reduction. ‘They shall then ‘look on him 
whom they have pierced, and mourn,” and turn tohim. . 
3. The Scripture tells us, that at their conversion and re. 
duction there shall be wrought in them a very great and real 
humiliation, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19: ‘I have heard Ephraim 
[mark it, not Judah} bemoaning himself,” &c. ‘ Surely 
after that was turned I repented; I wasashamed, yea, even 
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.” 
Hos. xiv. 8: ‘‘ Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any 
more withidols?” Zech. xii. 10: ‘‘ They shall look on him 


* The word in both places is to appoint a king, or inaugurate. 
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whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, and 
be in bitterness,” &c. Jer. xxxi. 8, 9: ‘ Behold, I will 
bring them from the north country, and gather them from 
the coasts of the earth: they shall come with weeping, and 
with supplications will I lead them to Zion;” they shall 
come, but they shall come with weeping and supplications, 
&c. But is not this spoken of their return from Babylon? _ 
How can it? Did they come out of captivity weeping, 
and looking on him whom they had pierced, when as then 
they had not pierced him? It cannot be meant immediate- 
ly and ultimately of that return, though there are different 
degrees of the accomplishment of prophecies. But if we 
look a little back to ver.1, we shall find another argument. 
** At the same time, saith the Lord, I will be a God to all 
the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.” The 
ten tribes, or as the phrase is, ‘‘ all the families of Israel,” 
did never yet return out of their captivity unto this day. 
There were indeed two tribes who returned from Babylon ; 
but we no where ever read of the returning of the ten tribes: 
but we read that they shallreturn. And as they went into 
captivity with weeping, so with weeping they shall return. 
4, The Scripture seems to speak of their conversion and 
reduction, as if it should be im an extraordinary way; not 
by the preaching of the Gospel, as the Gentile churches 
were brought in unto the Lord, but by light, and by a 
visible appearance of the Lord Jesus to them. I will 
not be positive in it, but set before the reader some Scrip- 
tures that seem to speak so much. Zech. xii. 10: “ And 
they shall look upon me* whom they have pierced, and 
* “ They shali look towards me :?—it signifies the bending of the 


body from the head as far as the middle, for the sake of gazing at an 
object, 
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mourn,” &c. ‘This seems to be a real ocular looking upon, 
and beholding Christ; for so much is contained in the verb 
here used, and not barely a spiritual looking upon him by 
the eye of faith, such as the Holy Ghost (John vi. 40) calls 
a seeing of the Son of man, and believing, &c., but a bodi- 
ly vision, and a seeing him with bodily eyes. So Dan. vii. 
13: ‘And I saw in the night visions, and behold one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the ancient of days; and they. brought him near before 
him: and he came [as we may sce in the following words] 
to receive and enter upon his kingdom.” But what king- 
dom? Sure his Davidical kingdom, now to sit upon the 
throne of his father David. When Christ receives and en- 
ters upon this kingdom, it is not like to his entrance upon 
his spiritual and providential kingdom; that was done in a 
more spiritual manner by his session at God’s right hand 
(Psalm cx. 1). But upon the administration of this king- 
dom he entersin a more human manner, or as a man 
actually, when the four great and strange beasts (Dan. vii. 
princip.) or beastly monarchs are destroyed. 'Then he comes 
in the clouds of heaven, ver. 13: ‘ And they bring him to 
the ancient of days.” It istrue, God’s coming in the clouds, 
and his riding upon the clouds, notes out the eminent, visi- 
ble, and glorious appearing of his majesty. But this is 
the appearing of the Son of man in the clouds, and the 
coming of the Son of man with the clouds, which (I con- 
ceive) is not to be found in Scripture, -but when it denotes 
the coming of the Lord Jesus at the last day to judgment, 
whose appearance is visible; and then doth he receive do. 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, shall serve him. And then I conceive (I 
i) 
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speak it with submission to better judgments), will be that 
great conversion of Israel and Judah so much spoken of in 
Scripture ; then shall be fulfilled what is here spoken : ‘*they 
shall look upon him whom they have pierced,” &c. Mr. 
Mede favours this, whose words are these: ‘* The Jews 
(saith he) are not to be converted unto Christ by such means 
as were the rest of the nations, by the ministry of preach- 
ers sent unto them, but by the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
in his glory from heaven. . When they shall say, not (as 
when they saw him in his humility), Crucify him, but 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; whose 
coming then shall be as the lightning out of the east shining 
unto the west; and the sign of the Son of man shall appear 
in the clouds of heaven; and every eye shall see him, even 
of those which pierced him, and shall lament with the spirit 
of grace and supplication, for their so long and so shameful 
unbelief of their so merciful Redeemer.” So far Mr. Mede. 
Matt. xxiv. 30, 31: ‘Then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven, and then shall ye see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds.” Happily this may be at and for the 
great conversion of the Jews. Paul was converted by an 
appearance of Christ to him; it is possible the Jews may be 
converted by the same way.* 

5. The Scripture holds forth, also, that the manner of 
their conversion and reduction into their own land again 
shall be exceeding eminent and glorious, to the admira- 
tion of all nations, that it may be seen how the Lord hath 
honoured them. Isa. ]x.1: ‘‘ Arise, shine for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” Hos. 


* Note E. 
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1, 11: “Great shall be the day of Jezreel; it shall be a glo- 
rious day to them, that shall make them honourable in the 
eyes of all the nations upon earth.” Zech. vill. 23: ‘Ten 
men shall take hold in that day, out of all languages of the 
nations, of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will 
go with you, for we have heard that God is with you,” Psal. 
cil. 16; ‘When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall ap- 
pear in his glory.” They have had, and shall have, glo- 
rious appearances of him, such as no people ever had; and 
this shall make them to be the desire of all people. As they 
have been an abject, miserable people for a long time, so 
when God shall turn their captivity as streams in the south, 
their glory shall excel. 

6. The Scripture also tells us the time of their calling, 
viz. when the fulness of the Gentiles is come in, blindness 
solong happened unto them, and shall no longer. For so 
St. Paul witnesseth, Rom. xi. 25, 26: ‘ For I would not 
brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in; and so all Israel shall be saved.” 
So likewise Christ, Luke xxi. 24: ‘‘ And Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.” But what is the ‘‘ fulness of the Gentiles ;’ 
and these ‘times of the Gentiles?” J answer, the times 
of the Gentiles (the fulness whereof must be accom- 
plished before the full conversion and reduction of the 
Jews into their own land) seems to be no other than 
the times wherein the Gentiles should haye dominion, 
with the misery and subjection of the Jewish nation, set 
forth in the vision of a fourfold image (Dan. ii.), and four 
beasts (Dan vii.), which are the four monarchies; the Baby- 
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lonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman. The first began with 
the first captivity of the Jewish nation; and through the 
times of all the rest they should be in subjection, or in a 
worse state, under them. But when their tites shall be 
ended, accomplished, and fulfilled, then saith Daniel, “ the 
saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and pos. 
sess the kingdom for ever and ever.” That is, there shall 
be no more kingdoms after it, but it shall continue as long 
as the world shallendure. Three of these Monarchies were 
past when our Saviour and Paul spoke, and the fourth was 
well entered. If, then, by saints there be meant the Jews, 
as well as other Christians, as questionless they are not ex- 
cluded, but included, then it is plain enough, that is the 
time of their full and complete reduction and conversion. I 
have said full and complete, because I apprehend it possible, 
yea, very probable, that some before that time shall be con. 
verted, and many more gathered together: yea, and for 
aught I know, they may have some battles with the Grand 
Seigneur, in order to the recovery of their land, before the 
other be.* Many other things the Scripture tells us in re- 
ference to the calling of the Jews; as, Ezek. xxxi. 27; 
Ezek. xlvii. ult.: that there shall be among them a glorious 
church, in which the presence of the Lord shall dwell; so 
that the name of their city shall be called from that day Je- 
hovah-shammah, the Lord is there; for the tabernacle of 
God will be with them, and dwell with them. That they 
shall have the purest ordinances, rivers ef water of life, 
clear as crystal; not running with blood, as in days of per- 
secution, nor mixed with the fire of contentions, as formerly 
they had too often been wont. That they shall live the ex- 
* Note F. 
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actest discipline, so all that love and make a lie shall be 
without ; those eagle-eyed times will soon spy out the mem- 
ber that is rotten, and the sword of discipline keen enough 
to cut it off. That then the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be exalted above the tops of the mountain, and estab- 
lished in the top of the hills, and all nations shall flow unto 
it. That then shall follow great peace, and plenty, and 
prosperity in the church; and all persecutions, either from 
enemies without, or tyrants within, shall come to an end. 
I say, these, and many other things, the Scripture tells us 
in reference to the Jews; but I forbear to speak of them 
here, because I shall speak of them elsewhere, with a refer- 
ence to the whole church, and not the Jews only. 

Object. 16. This opinion implies a fulness of all tempor- 
al blessings,—as riches, honours, long life, a freedom from 
all afflictions, &c. under this kingdom. 

Ans. 1. Though some have spoken of a fulness of all tem- 
poral blessings in this millennary kingdom, yet they do not 
hereby mean a Jewish or Mahometan paradise, as is by 
some falsely and uncharitably suggested; but they mean 
hereby peace, safety, riches, health, long life, or what 
else was enjoyed under any kingdom, or can be had in the 
world, or may any way make their lives more comfortable, yet 
without sin. Mark the words, without sin, in the having 
of them. 'Thisis all they mean by temporal blessings, and 
not the sinful abuse of the creature. 

2. To think the saints, the subjects of this kingdom, if 
they have these temporal blessings, shall abuse them to those 
carnal pleasures of bed and board (which have been dream- 
ed of by sensual Turks and Talmudists), is to unsaint them, 
and to make them vile gluttons and unclean persons, con. 
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trary to what the word of God saith of such persons, Rom. 
vill. 5: ‘‘They that are after the flesh do mind the things 
of the flesh: but they that are after the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit.” So also 1 Tim. iv.5; also Tit.i.15; and Rom. 
vui. 13, 14, and in other places. 

3. They that make this objection would make men be- 
lieve that sensuality is pleaded for in this question ; but that 
is but an abuse, both to the assertors hereof and to the ques- 
tion itself; for sensuality is not pleaded for, but it is indeed 
holiness that they of this opinion plead for, which isso much 
by most exploded, yea, derided and hated at this day in the 
world, who cannot abide to hear of the saints reigning on 
earth with Christ a thousand years; for then would be such 
a time, and such a height and measure of holiness on earth 
as never was before, and never entered into the hearts of 
men to conceive of; and this in reality is that they cannot 
endure, but it is a death to them to hear of. 

4, Suppose that some men have dreamed, or should, of 
carnal pleasure, as Turks and sensual T'almudists have 
done; yet if we will know the mind of God in the matter, 
we ought to look what God aimeth at in this kingdom, and 
not what sensual dreamers have said or aim at. Now what 
God aimeth at in this kingdom most evidently appears in 
Scripture to be a time of holiness and reformation, a time of 
peace and purity, a kingdom of saints and sincere worship- 
pers, who may worship him in spirit and in truth, according to 
his own appointment, and give him the service which he him- 
self requires. And this is it we are to look after in the 
kingdom of this question, we are to think what holiness, 
what righteousness, what purity, what piety, what sinceri- 
ty, what heavenly-mindedness, what knowledge of God, 
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what orthodoxy, what pure worshipping of God, &c., shall be 
in this kingdom, and not to talk of sensuality and carnal 
pleasures, and so corrupt the point by making a vile and 
wretched use of so holy and so religious a kingdom as the 
reign of the saints with Christ on earth shall be. Certainly 
this kingdom is most holy and sacred, or else no kingdom 
of Christ at all, for holiness becomes his kingdom for ever. 

5. The reason why Christ forbids carking and caring for 
the things of this life, is because they take off the mind from 
thinking on God so often and so frequently as we should: 
and the reason why God will have a plenty of temporal and 
outward blessings in this kingdom ready at hand, for the 
use of all those that any way stand in need of them, is, that 
the thoughts of his people, their time or strength, may not 
be taken off from a close attendance upon God by looking 
after the things of this world. Matt. vi. 31, 32. 

6. To say or think that temporal blessings are not pro- 
mised to the children of the kingdom, but purely spiritual, 
is against the Scriptures. 1 Tim.iv.8: ‘ Godliness is pro- 
fitable to all things, having the promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come.” Psa. xxxiv. 10: 
“The young lions do lack and sutfer hunger: but they that 
seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.” Matt. vi. 
33: ‘‘ All these things shall be added to you.” Rev. xxi. 
24: ‘* And the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 
honour into it.” Those that. need these blessings (as the 
nations of them that are saved, and walk in the light of the 
New Jerusalem will) have the promise of them. 

7. To say that temporal blessings are not proper for the 
fruition of saints, is to wrong the saints of their right; for 
they only have a proper right from God to them, which the 
wicked of the world have not. 1 Cor. iii, 22, 23. 
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_ 8. Though the worst of men may have these outward en- 
joyments for the present, and the best men want them, 
whereof we see an example in Dives and Lazarus, yet it 
shall not always be so; for in the time of this kingdom the 
best shall have them, and the worst shall wantthem. Zech. 
xiv. 17, 18. 

9. Though the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, as 
Paul saith, Rom. xiv. 17, in respect of its essentials, yet it 
is not without meat and drink in respect of additionals, as 
that known place doth testify, Matt. vi. 33. 

10. Though temporal blessings are now but for a moment 
many times, yet are they blessings while they are enjoyed ; 
and though the grief of their cessation may more than coun- 
terpoise the contentment of their fruition to them that lose 
them, yet it is very clear the saints shall enjoy them in this 
kingdom during life, and shall not lose them, Ezek. xxxiy. 
26, 27, 28: ‘“* And I will make them, and the places round 
about my hill, a blessing; and I will cause the shower to 
come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. 
And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth 
shall yield her increase; and they shall be safe in their 
land, and shall know that I am the Lord, when I have 
broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of 
the hand of those that served themselves of them. And 
they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall 
the beasts [beastly men] of the land devour them; but they 
shall dwell safely, and none shall make them [any more] 
afraid.’ Ezek. xxxvi. 28, 29, 30: “I will also saye you 
from all your uncleannesses; and I will call for the corn, 
and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. And I 
will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the 
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field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine 
among the heathen.” And many other places. 

11. Though long life will keep a man from heaven while 
it lasteth, yet it is counted for a blessing in the word of God 
to have it. In Exod. xx. 12, it is promised as the reward 
of obedience to the fifth commandment. And Paul tells us, 
Ephes. vi. 2, 3, that this is the first commandment with 
promise, “‘that it may be well with thee, and that thou 
mayest live long on the earth.” Psalm xci. 16: ‘ With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.” 
Proy. xvi. 31: ‘‘ A hoary head is a crown of glory, being 
found in the way of righteousness.” (Is it a blessing, a re- 
ward, and a crown now; and would it bea judgment then ? 
Sure I am, had God thought so, he would never have made 
a promise of it to his people, as he doth, Isa. Ixv. 20: 
‘There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled up his days;” and ver. 22: ‘‘As 
the days of a tree are the days of my people; and mine 
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” 

12. Lastly, though long life be one of the privileges of 
this kingdom, yet there shall be death (I conceive) at last : 
that is, to the nations that are saved, and walk in the light 
of the New Jerusalem, but not to the camp of the glorified 
saints or (which is all one) the New Jerusalem. And 
(though this is controverted by some) that this is so, appears 
(unless I am deceived) plainly thus: 

1. That those whose souls descend and come down with 
Christ, and are reunited to their bodies, and are literally and 
properly the raised saints who are raised in the morning of 
this great day of judgment, or beginning of the thousand 
years, and are that company who are called the New Jeru. ~ 
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salem, and camp of the saints, that these shall die no more 
may be taken, I think, on all hands as a thing granted; 
which is also proved, Rev. xxi. 4: ‘*And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain :” all which are applicable to them, but not to the 
other. 

2. The other, therefore, who came not down with Christ, 
but are upon the earth, and are called the nations that are 
saved, and walk in the light, or by the direction of the for- 
mer, they, as also all who shall afterwards be converted du- 
ring this kingdom, have sin, and pain, and tears, and kings, 
and. ordinances, and eat, and drink, and are mortal, and 
die, &c. Now that they die (for this I think will be most 
questioned by some), is plainly hinted by the prophet Isaiah, 
chap. Ixv. 20: ‘* The child shall die an hundred years old.” 
St is beyond doubt that he is speaking of this kingdom; and 
though he tells us of a long life, where he that lives the least, 
or but a little time comparatively, shall live a hundred years; 
yet he owns death in this kingdom for all that—* the child 
shall die a hundred years old.” Also the apostle Paul tells 
us, 1 Cor. xv. 26: that “ the last enemy that shall be destroy- 
ed is death.” Now Gog and Magog shall be destroyed at 
or after the end of the thousand years; therefore death, which 
‘is the last enemy to be destroyed, cannot be destroyed a. 
thousand years before, but is destroyed after the destruction 
of Gog and Magog, when the thousand years are ended or 
finished. 

Object. 17. This opinion makes the living saints mortal ; 
but the apostle saith, 1 Thess. iv. 17: “* That they shall be 
caught up, and be ever with the Lord.” Now if the living 
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saints (I mean those that are found alive at Christ’s coming) 
be caught up and changed (which is something equivalent 
to death, and states them in immortality) and be ever with 
the Lord, how can they and their posterity be in a state of 
mortality for a thousand years? how can these things hold 
together ? 

Ans. This objection, I confess, hath seemed hard toe some 
and is urged as unanswerable by others; and the Rev. Dr. 
Twiss (in Mr. Mede’s Diatriba, part iv. p. 472), having 
propounded and answered nine objections against this opin- 
ion, propounds this in the tenth and last place, and leaves it 
unanswered, as not knowing what could be said to it; where- 
upon Mede takes it for tithe, and answers it; whose answers 
you may please to see and peruse: they are in the same place, 
p. 473. I conceive (submitting my opinion still to better judg- 
ments in this mystery), that the plain and true answer is this: 
those of God’s people that are alive at Christ’s coming, those 
shall be caught up,together with the raised saints (which shall 
be done in a moment, in the twinkling ofan eye, at the sound 
of the trumpet of the initiation of that great day, fer this is 
not the last trump, or the trumpet of consummation), and be 
changed, and so put into a state of immortality, and neither 
marry, nor have posterity, nor die, but be asthe angels; and 
therefore they are not meant by the nations that are saved, 
that walk in the light thereof. But you will say, Who are 
they, then? [Lanswer, That when Christ shall thus glon. 
ously manifest himself in person to the world, for his people, 
and against his enemies, and shall have destroyed the most 
part of those that oppose him by far, at that great Arma. 
geddon battle ; I say, then there shall and will be a mighty’ 
eonversion of very many of those who see these things, be- 
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ing such wonders as men never saw before. Yea, and all 
or most of those few that escape destruction at that great 
Armageddon battle, being converted, shall go and preach 
the strange things of that day and time to the nations who 
are afar off, and have not seen and heardthem; andof these 
when they shall have heard those things, shall very many 
be converted. And these are the nations of them that are 
saved; who are mortal, and eat and drink, and have kings 
and ordinances, and marry and have children, and their 
children are all taughtof God. And many will be conver. 
ted to God within the thousand years: all these walk in 
the light of the New Jerusalem, and these kings bring their 
glory and honor to it, and take directions from it. And 
then, when the thousand years are ended, comes the battle 
of Gog and Magog, and the last and general judgment; then 
sounds the last trumpet (which is, as I said before, the trum- 
pet of consummation, asthe other was of the initiation of 
that great day) ; and they that are then found alive shall 
be changed as before, and Christ makes an end of his king- 
dom, after the separation, sentence, and execution, deliver- 
ing up the kingdom to the Father, that God may be all in 
all thenceforth for ever. This answer (if I be not deceived) 
cuts the ham-strings of this objection, if itself be good; and 
there are but two things, I think, to be cleared to make it 
passable: 1. That the rapture of the saints; 2. That the 
trumpets, are such as in this predication they are said to be. 
A word, therefore, to these. 

1. This rapture of the saints that are alive at Christ’s com- 
ing must be, I think, in the beginning of the thousand years ; 
for they shall meet the Lord in the air, which cannot be 
meant of the end of the thousand years, for then Christ is on 
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the earth with them: so that although first and then, may 
admit a great distance of time (as Mr. Mede saith in his first 
answer to this objection), yet I see not how it can do so here. 
And if (as he saith in his fourth answer) this rapture should 
be to preserye the saints from that great conflagration of the 
earth, and the works thereof, 2 Pet. i. 10, that is also held 
to be in the beginning of the thousand years, in the Arma- 
geddon battle, before the new heavens and new earth. And 
that this rapture should be without their change, and sta- 
ting in immortality, I think hardly any man will say; for 
they are thenceforth ever with the Lord on earth, during the 
thousand years, and in heaven ever afterwards. ‘Therefore, 
they neither marry, nor multiply, nor die any more ; but are 
as the angels; and therefore are none of the nations that are 
said to be saved, and walk in the light of the New Jerusa- 
lem, Rey. xxi. 24 

2. But the greatest question will be about the two trum. 
pets; the one of initiation or inchoation of the thousand 
years; the other of consummation in the end of the thou- 
sand years, or rather some time after, Rev. xx. 9; to wit, 
when Gog and Magog’s attempts are over, and their armies 
burnt with the fire that falls from heaven and consumes them ; 
for then doth the last trumpet sound. Now that thisis so, I 
humbly offer what follows for the clearing of it. , 

1. Because all the dead are said to be raised at the sound 
of the trumpet. Now, as we have already heard, they are 
raised at two distinct different times; therefore there must 
be two distinct and different trumpets, for otherwise some 
should be raised with the sound of the trumpet, and the rest 
without; which I think hardly any man will affirm or grant. 

2. Because the text tells us, 1 Thess. iv. 16, 1 Cor. xv. 52; 
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of a trumpet, and the last trumpet, which seem to be dis- 
tinguished one from another; for the last trumpet must ne- 
cessarily be understood in opposition to a former of the same 
kind; and whereas some have taken this last trump to be 
the seventh apocalyptic trumpet, Rev. xi. 15, and so called 
the last in opposition to the former six,—that cannot be, be- 
cause those are judicial trumpets, but these are of another 
kind, and have a distinct use and end from the former. 

Object. 18. Our creed speaks but of one resurrection, not 
of two. 

Ans. 1. So the creed speaks but of one forgiveness of sins, 

not of two; and yet one man hath his sins forgiven before 
another. So it speaks of but one eternal life, not of two, or 
ten, ormany; yet one man enters into eternal life before an- 
other, and indeed every man in his own order; so that if 
there were as many eternal lives distinct one from another 
as there is orders, or distinct times of entering into the same, 
we must reckon, not one, or two, or ten, but many thousands. 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead ; one man dies be- 
fore another, and one man riseth before another. 
_ 2. The Church of Christ, in her primitive and purest state, 
taught this without doubt, that the resurrection of the body is 
but once and one; and yet in these parts, viz. of the just in their 
place and order, then of the unjust after, in their place and 
order; or, as the apostle phraseth it, 1 Cor. xv. 23: “ every 
one in his own order.” 

3. All men die but once, yet all men do not die at once. 
So all men rise but once; yet all men do not rise at once; 
but some at one time, some at another. . 

4. When we speak of the first and second resurrection of 
the body, we mean it either of one body or of divers: if but 
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of one body, there is but one resurrection, and no more; but 
if we speak of divers bodies, whereof one sort is good, the 
other bad, and compare them together, and ask the question 
which shall rise first, the answer must be, The good shall 
rise first, and have their part in the first resurrection; and 
the bad shall not arise until the second resurrection. ‘‘' The 
rest of the dead lived not again till the one thousand years 
were ended.” 

Object. 19@#A spiritual resurection is before the corporal, 
and every soul riseth spiritually from the death of sin before 
he riseth corporally from the grave; therefore the spiritual 
resutrection is the first, and the corporal resurrection from 
the grave is the second. 

Ans. 1. Ifthe spiritual resurrection be the first, then why 
doth Paul say, ‘‘ The dead in Christ shall rise first?” He 
should have said, The dead in Christ shall rise second; for 
a spiritual resurrection was before it. 

2. Though a spiritual resurrection be in some sense before 
a corporal, yet it is never called the first resurrection in all 
the'Scripture; that title belongs to the resurrection of the 
body, and no other. ; ; 

3. We may distinguish in this case between a resurrection 
properly and improperly so called; the first resurrection pro- 
perly so called is of the body ; though a spiritual resurrection, 
improperly and only analogically so called, precede and go 
before it. 

_ 4, The first resurrection is so called, not absolutely, but 
comparatively ; and that not in respect of one body, but di- 
vers bodies. ‘Take oneand the same body,—as, for instance, 
Peter’s,—and ask the question, What resurrection did befal 
him first? a spiritual resurrection or a corporal? The ane 
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swer is, aspiritual. But take we divers bodies, whereof the 

one sort are just and the other wicked, and compare them 

together, and ask the question, which of these shall rise first. 
out of their graves? and the answer must be, the just shall 

arise before the wicked. And this the Scripture calls the 

first resurrection ; and the resurrection of the just opposed 

to the unjust. 

Object. 20. If the first resurrection be the resurrection of 
the body, who hath part therein? Not the saiiifiés in general, 
for the text speaks of martyrs only; and yet not the martyrs 
only, for then they only should be blessed, which is false. 

Ans. The first resurrection is the resurrection of the body, 
and all the saints have part therein; who in a sense are all 
martyrs, as well as those who are actually beheaded or killed 
for the word of God. See this more largely proved and cleared 
before. But suppose it true, that that text, Rev. xx. 4, 
speaks only of martyrs (which yet it doth not) in a strict sense, 
yet other texts speak of all the saints; and therefore the oth- 
er saints besides martyrs are to be added to, and counted in, 
the number. Zech. xiv. 5: ‘‘ And the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee.” 1 Cor. xv. 23: 
“They that are Christ’s at his coming’—not only martyrs 
in a strict sense, but they, be they who they will, so they 
belong to Christ,—they that are Christ’s at his coming. 1 
Thess. ili. 13: “* At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints.” 1 Thess.iv. 14: ‘* Even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” And John 
Rey. y. 9, 10, speaking of the privilege of the Church re- 
deemed by Christ’s blood, or rather they themselves speak- 
ing of it say, ‘‘ Thou hast redeemed us by thy blood out of | 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and_ 
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hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign en the earth.” It is not the privilege of martyrs only, 
but of all the saints; who for the sake and cause of God are 
killed all the day long, and are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter, and are slain, if not in effect, yet in affection, and 
accounted as the offscouring of all things. 

But thus I have briefly endeavoured to remove twenty 
ordinary and common objections; which lying in the way, 
have been an occasion to keep some off from giving any 
hearty entertainment to this truth. It may be, some will 
blame me for dwelling so long, in so short a tract, on objec- 
tions; but I did it, because I know men that are not per- 
suaded of the truth in hand will raise many. Others, per- 
haps, will think of some that I have not named; but yet I 
hope an answer may be picked out of what hath been said 
to them that may be further objected. I have now only a 
few things more, in so many words to hint, and I shall con- 
clude, leaving the whole to the censure of the Church and 
people of God. 

Note we, therefore, that the resurrection of the just in the 
morning of the day of judgment, or beginning of the thou- 
sand years, is called the first resurrection, not simply and ab- 
solutely, as if no other corporal resurrection had gone before 
it, but the first in a certain relation; because it is the first tu 
the thousand years’ reign, and the first in order to the se- 
cond, which will be universal of all the rest of the dead, in 
the last judgment, properly and strictly so called. So here 
are, asit were, a determination of two resurrections, differ- 
ing not in kind, but only in time and degree. In kind, it 
is but one resurrection only, of which we say in our creed, I 
believe the resurrection, not resurrections; for though we 
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hold two degrees, or two times of rising again from the dead, 
yet we believe (both making but one) but one resurrection. 
For we believe at the resurrection of Christ some saints did 
rise again ; and yet we hold no more but one resurrection 
Matt. xxvii. 52. Yet without doubt the Greek article twice 
repeated “ this that resurrection that first,” hath a smgular 
emphasis, to demonstrate some first resurrection known and 
spoken of in the writings of the prophets and apostles. Of 
this resurrection of the just Isaiah seems to speak. Isa. xxvi. 
14: “They are dead, they shall not live: they are deceased, 
they shall not rise,’”—where live is the same with rise, and 
it is meant of the non-resurrection of the unjust, 7. e. im that 
resurrection ; and therefore it is said on the contrary, and 
by way of opposition, ver. 19, ‘* Thy dead men shall live, 
together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust : the earth shall cast out her dead.” 
Here these dead, say the annotators on the bible, are dis- 
tinguished from those dead before spoken of, ver. 14, and are 
to be referred to the first resurrection, or the resurrection of 
life, as it is phrased, John v, 29. That is peculiar to the 
faithful, and opposed to that, ver.14: ‘‘ Thy dead men shall 
not live,” &c. They that interpret this of an allegorical 
resurrection depart from the literal sense, without need or 
cause, contrary to the rule of any true and genuine inter- 
pretation. See, also, Jer. xxxi. 15; ‘‘ Rachel weeping for 
her children, because they are not;” that is, because they 
are killed: it follows, ver. 17, ‘‘ There is hope in thine end, 
saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again into their 
own border;” viz. being raised again from the dead; for it 
is irrational to interpret this comfort of any others than of 
these concerning whom the lamentation and mourning did 
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arise and grow. So Ezek. xxxvii. 12,13: ‘Therefore 
prophesy and say unto them, hus saith the Lord God, Be- 
hold, O-my people, I will open your graves, and cause you 
to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land 
of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up 
out of your graves: and shall put my Spirit into you, and ye 
shall live, and I shall place you in your own land ; then shall 
ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, 
saith the Lord.” See the whole text and context; it is very 
full and pat to our present purpose, without any interpreta- 
tion at all. Dan. xii. 2: ‘* Many of them that sleep in the 
dust shall awake; some to everlasting life, and some to ev- 
erlasting shame and contempt.” That is, the just to life 
eternal in the first resurrection, and the unjust to everlasting 
shame and contempt in the second resurrection. Yea, Paul 
himself declares this first resurrection. 1 Thess. iv. 16: 
“The dead in Christ shall rise first.” The vulgar transla- 
tion hath the word primi, but the Greek is the adverb: but 
it comes all to one. And hence Chrysostom upon the place 
saith, “‘ the just shall rise before the wicked, that they may 
be first in the resurrection, not only in dignity, but in time.” 
Now if the dead in Christ shall rise first, when shall the wick- 
ed rise but in a second resurrection? Andif the resurrec- 
tion St. Paul speaks of be the resurrection of the body, why 
is not the resurrection St. John speaks of, the resurrection of 
the body too? And Paul tells us plainly, 1 Cor. xv. 23 to 
26, that there is an exact order in the resurrection, and that 
the order is thus: first, Christ, the first-fruits and captain of 
our salvation, leads the way, and is the first in order: the 
second order is of those that are Christ’s, of the godly, at his 
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coming; and the third order is of all the rest of the world 
when the end comes. But I shall leave off to enumerate 
any further Scripture proofs, for the thing seems to me (ever 
submitting myself to better judgments and plainer proofs) 
exceeding clear and plain. 

Object. Yet when all this is done, methinks I hear some 
say, It isa novelty; surely if it were true, it would have 
been made known and been believed before now. 

Solut. To this I answer, I confess the apprehension of 
novelty is a great prejudice to this truth; and I freely con- 
fess, that that kept me off a long time from closing in with 
it. But this is but an apprehension, not a reality: for if 
Christ himself, and his apostles, and the prophets, and the 
Christian Jews, both before Christ and since, and the primi- 
tive Gentile Christians, were of this opinion, then I hope it 
is no novelty : but all these were of this opinion; therefore, 
itis no novelty. See Mede’s Diatribe, p.4. That all they 
were of this opinion, is partly cleared in this small tract, 
and partly might further, but that I am resolved it shall not 
swell; and other more learned men have done it. I con- 
fess, for the one thousand years’ reign of Christ, to be silent 
under the reign of Antichrist, it is not at all to be marvelled 
at; greater far had been the marvel, if they who slew the 
martyrs had owned in the least the martyrs’ reign. Can 
any man, I pray you, rationally conceive Antichrist and 
his followers to be persons likely to own the reign of Christ 
and his followers? When all the world wondered after the 
beast, Rev. xi. 3, 4 (2. e. the pope and his party, that beast. 
ly power and faction) and worshipped the beast, and cry 
him up as a non-such, saying, Who is like him; who is 
able to make war with him; as they did for one thousand 
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two hundred and sixty years; which time, alas, is not yet 
out, as the sad face of Christendom at this day witnesses :— 
I say, then, for Christ’s reign and kingdom to be decried, 
yea, almost thrust out of acknowledgment, who can at all 
wonder? And yet for all this (so far is the opmion from 
novelty), this millennium hath been fully owned before ; 
yea, and partly under the very reign of Antichrist. That 
it was generally owned before, besides what hath been al- 
ready said, I have here (out of many instances which might 
easily be produced), only made choice of one more, because 
it bears so full witness to what I have in hand, that it may 
be instar omnium, instead of all others. That great Coun- 
cil of Nice called by Constantine the Great, besides their 
definition of faith, and canons ecclesiastical, set forth cer: 
tain forms of ecclesiastical doctrine : some of these are re- 
corded by Gelasius Cyzicenus, in his Historia Actorum Con. 
ciliit Nicent. Amongst these there is this formula for the 
doctrine of the state of the resurrection; the which (that I 
may do them no wrong) I shall here give in their own 
words: and in English (for that by most is best understood) 
it runs thus: ‘t The world is made worse by foreknowledge ;# 
for God foresaw that man would sin. 'Therefore we expect 
new heavens and a new earth, according to the holy Scrip- 
tures, when the apparition and kingdom of the Great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ shall shine forth. And then 
(as Daniel saith) shall the saints of the Most High take the 
kingdom. And there shall be a pure, holy Jand, a land of 
the living, and not of the dead (which David foreseeing by 
the eye of faith, cries, I believe to see the goodness of the 


* By sin, the knowledge of good and evil.. 
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Lord in the land of the living); a land of the meek and 
humble. For blessed, saith he [7. e. Christ], are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth. And the prophet, And the 
feet of the meek and humble shall tread it.” Judge by this, 
notwithstanding fifty years’ opposition, how powerful the 
Chiliastical party yet was, at the time of and in that coun- 
cil. 

That this hath been owned, even under the reign of An- 
tichrist, appears (amongst other instances that might be 
given) by that catechism set forth in King Edward’s time, 
and by him authorised May 20, in the last year of his reign, 
where the two first petitions of the Lord’s prayer are expli- 
cated inthis manner. The Dialogue is between the Master 
and Pupil, upon these words, Hallowed be thy name. 

P.‘In the second place we beg that his kingdom may 
come; for as yet we do not see all things to be subjected to 
Christ: we do not see that the stone is cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, which bruiseth and brings to nothing 
the image described by Daniel; that the rock alone, which 
is Christ, may occupy and obtain the empire of the whole 
world, granted him by his Father. As yet Antichrist is not 
slain; whence it comes to pass, that we desire and pray 
that that once at last may happen and be fulfilled, that 
Christ alone may reign with his saints, according to his di- 
vine promises; and that he may live and govern in the 
world, according to the decrees of the holy Gospel, and not 
after the traditions and laws of men, and the will of the ty- 
rants of the world. M. God grant that his kingdom may 
come very speedily.” Thus far that. In the same catechism 
there are many other passages to the same purpose, by all 
which it appears, as I said before, that both before and un- 
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der Antichrist (where his yoke hath been but a little shaken 
off) this opinion hath been owned and believed: therefore, 
is no novelty. 

Quest. But lastly, some (it may be) will ask, When shall 
this glorious and spiritual reign of Christ with his saints en 
earth begin ? 

Ans. The beginning of this thousand years is not to be 
fetched from any strange or imaginary ground; or from 
the aptness of some other explication or accommodation of 
the place, Rev. xx. 4; but from the innate characters and 
circumstances in the text, plainly laid down, and to be 
gathered from the text and context. We therefore say, that 
these thousand years of Satan’s binding, and the saints’ 
reigning, must take their beginning from and after the de- 
struction of the beast (7. e. the pope) in the second coming 
of Christ, which was last mentioned. Rev. xix. 20, 21. 

1. The thousand years begin not till after the ceasing of 
the worship of the heast. For it is promised to all those 
(amongst others), as a reward, who had been faithful unto 
Christ in the time of that horrible apostacy, and had not 
worshipped the beast, or his image. But the worship of the 
beast ceased not till he himself ceased, as appears, Rev. xix. 
20,21. For as long as he was in place and power, there 
were always such (and those not a few) as did worship him, 
whose names were not written in the book of life, Rev. xiii, 
8. Therefore their opinion is very weak, who hold that the 
beast, and his image, and his worshippers, are in whole, or 
part, within the thousand years; when the beginning and 
continuance of the thousand years is promised to them that 
did not worship the beast nor receive his mark. 

2. The thousand years do follow the thrones that were set 
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for the saints’ reign, ver. 4. But the thrones, as hath been 
already shewed, were to be set at the second coming of 
Christ, after the destruction of the great Antichrist, mire 
ing overcome, the saints may quietly reign. " 
3. ‘The thousand years follows the dragon’s’ deceiving 
the nations by Antichrist, which did not cease till Anti- 
christ himself was destroyed; for it is expressly said, Rev. 
xx. 3, that he may not seduce the nations any more, viz. 
as he had seduced them during the time of his being and 
reigning in the world. For the words “‘no more” must 
needs relate to that deceiving mentioned in the words im- 
mediately preceding, which deception was the deceiving by 
Antichrist, as appears Rey. xix. 20. The beast, and false 
prophet which deceived them that received the mark of the 
beast, &c. 

4. The thousand years begin from the binding of Satan, 
ver. 2, which binding is not partial and inchoate, as it was 
in the first coming of Christ, Matt. xu. 29, but compara- 
tively total and perfect, which is not to be hoped for till the 
final destruction of Antichrist; for it is expressly said, ver. 
3, “ That the angel bound him and cast him into the bot- 
tomless pit, and shut him up, and sect a seal upon him,” 
Which words do evidently shew a full bondage, whereby he ig 
so straitly bound, shut up, and kept in the bottomless pit, as 
in his prison,* that there is no possibility for him to get out; 
which yet is not fulfilled. For out of the bottomless pit, 
which then was open, not shut and sealed, chap. ix. 2, Sa- 
tan brings forth smoke, and in the smoke locusts that dark- 
ened the very sun and air. And under the sixth trumpet 

We me : tio ad 


* Which was at the sounding of the fifth trumpet. 
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ariseth that false light Mahomet (Rev. ix. 14, and so forward); 
and under the sixth vial three unciean spirits, like frogs, come 
eut of the mouth of the dragon, beast, and false prophet, to 
reduce the kings and the nations of the earth, chap.. xvi. 
14, Thus far, therefore, Satan was not fully bound. He 
was indeed cast,from heaven to earth, to rage both in the 
earth and sea, chap. xl. and chap. xiii. But now he isicast 
into the bottomless pit, chap. xx. 10, which is the days of 
the seventh and last trumpet, and not before. 

. ».These thousand years are the years of the peace and 
tranquility, and of some kind of glory and triumph of the 
church upon earth, in order to which the devil is chained up,. 
' that the church might more peaceably, securely, and quietly 
reign. But mo such certain and safe peace and _ prosperity, 
no such constant and lasting triumph of the church upon 
earth is to be expected till after the destruction of Antichrist, 
in the second coming of Christ, and the dragon be bound, 
and closely and surely imprisoned in the bottomless pit... For 
till then shall the cross and the perseentions of the saints 
continue: witness the words of our Saviour himself in rela- 
tion to his second.coming. Matt. x.23; ‘* When they’per- 
secute you in this city, fly uato another: for verily I say un- 
to you, ye shall not,have gone over the cities of Israel* till 
the Son of Man come.” Which last words (when thus. put 
absolutely) always signily the second coming of Christ. As 
if he should say, Do not hope to be free from the cross, and 
from persecution, until my second coming; for the spiritual, 
and, after a sort, heavenly kingdom of Israel, in grace, peace, 
and prosperity, promised you by the prophets, shall not be 
accomplished nor restored to you, but in my second coming. 

* Non consummabitis civitates Israclis. 


6 


122 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


- 6. Lastly, these thousand years do precede the final de- 
atruction of Satan; asthe final destruction of Antichrist did 
precede and go before the thousand years, so Satan follows 
after. Apoc. xx. 10: Phe devil is cast into the lake, where 
. the beast and false prophet are,” or (as Beza and others) 
_ “where the beast and false prophet was,” viz. because the 
beast and false prophet long before were cast into the lake. 
‘Therefore these thousand years are the times of Christ's ‘sé. 
edad coming, after the total and final destruction of Anti: 
hrist. For Christ is said to destroy or abolish him by the 
brightness of his coming. And (to me it is without doubt) 
John had respect to that coming, and received opinion among 
the Jews, in these thousand years he speaks of, Rev. xx., 
that the great day of judgment doth contain the thousand 
years in itself. And to this also Peter seems to have had re- 
spect, 2 Pet. iii. where, making mention of the day of judg. 
ment, and perdition of ungodly men, he saith, ver. 8, * One 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.” Which place Justin Martyr, in his dia- 
logue with Trypho the Jew, doth interpret of the day of judg- 
ment. The last hour, therefore, or the last day of Christ’s 
second coming, denotes a certain long tract of time, and is 
indefinitely put for the last time, but not for one natural 
day, or hour, properly so called, as ’tis commonly thought. 
in Luke xvi. 22, the Lord Jesus himself, speaking of the 
day of his second coming: ‘ Ye shall [saith he) desire to see 
one of the days of the Son of man.” Which Beza rightly in- 
terprets of one of the days of his second coming ; for in vain 
should they desire to see one of the days that were past, who 
did certainly expect them to come, which they thought also: 
to be at hand; but they were deceived in that, and should 
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not see them, that is, so'soon as they expected them. In 
Acts iii, 20, 21, 24, Peter speaks of times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord, and the times of the restitution of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets, &c. He doth not point at one day in Christ’s 
second coming, but many; certainly so long as all things 
shall continue after they be restored, so long the day of 
judgment shall last; but all things shall be restored at the 
day of judgment, and continue in their being, after they are 
restored, longer than a day of twelve or twenty-four hours 
long. Surely for a man to say that Christ shall come from 
heaven at the day of judgment, when all things in the world 
shall be destroyed and have an end, is to fight against the 
Scripture,* which saith, all things at his coming shall be re. 
stored, and therefore not dissolved at that time. Or to say 
all. things shall be restored at Christ’s second coming, and 
be dissolved again by and by, is like the fancy of those hea- 
thens, who said, God made other worlds before this, but he 
did undo them as soon as he had made them, because they 
were not to his mind ; and thus (say they) he spent his time, 
until he made this world that now is, which pleased him ve- 
ry well. Such a fancy they must needs have of God, who 
think all things shall be restored at Christ’s second coming, 
and dissolved again by and by. Without doubt, as when 
God made the world at first, he did not make it to destroy it 
presently, but to continue for some length of time, for man 
to live in it to his glory and his praise ; so when God shall 
restore the world at the great day of judgment, he will not 
presently dissolve it, but have it to continue some length of 
time, that Christ and the saints may reign in it to his glory. 


* Acts iii. 21; Rom. viii. 21. 
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Again, John in the Revelation, speaking of the seventh 
trumpet, which is the last trumpet, and the trumpet (I mean 
of the judicial trumpets) of consummation, and so the trum- 
pet of Christ’s second coming, he attributes many days to it. 
In the days ef the seventh trumpet, the mystery of God shall 
be finished,.as he spake by his servants the prophets, Rev. 
x. 7. Isaiah calls the second coming of Christ the year of 
recompenses, Isaiah xxxiy. ver. 8. Itis such a day, that 
in the same breath it swells into a year. For it is the day” 
(saith he) of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompen- 
ses for the controversy of Zion. . Yea, this day, in Isaiah lixy 
21, swells at the least into three generations; and, lest that’ 
should be too little, into a ‘for ever.” ‘For [saith he] my 
words shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed,.or sced’s seed, from henceforth even for 
ever.” And it is apparent this is spoken of Christ’s second. 
coming, both from the text and context; and Paul, Romi 
xi, 26, so applies the same.* ; ' 
oe same prophet telis us yet ofa nbn’ time, Isaiah Ixy. 
: ‘* For [saith he] the days of my people [ver. 22], shall 
- as the days of a tree, and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
works of their hands.” Pliny tells us that the life of an oak 
is nine hundred years, more or less, which comes very near 
John’s thousand years. The words in the Hebrew are “ the 
wood of life;” but the Septuagint rendersit ‘the tree of 
life,” with which also agrecs the Chaldee paraphrast. In 
which words, saith Justin Martyr, we may understand tha 
thousand years to be secretly pointed at. It was the con- 
ceit of the same Justin Martyr, and nof altogether to be 


* By which we may judge how to apply all those glorious texts 
which seem yet to be unfulfilled. 
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slighted, that the life of the tree of life, or of man in the state 
of paradise, was to consist of a thousand years; that is to 
say, that so long man, had he not sinned, should have lived 
in this world, and afterwards have been translated into a 
more happy both piace and condition. But Adam having 
sinned, by eating the forbidden fruit, therefore neither him- 
self nor any of his posterity, though some of them very long 
lived, should attain to that number of years, but should die 
before they had any of them lived out so great a day. But 
when all things shall be restored, that long-lived day shall 
be restored to the sons of the first resurrection, and they shall 
live one thousand years. So the prophet Zechariah, speak- 
ing of the day of Christ’s second coming, chap. xiv. 9, saith : 
“The Lord shall be king over all the earth; and in that 
day there shall be one Lord, and his name one.” Andadds, 
ver. 16, “ they shall go up from year to year, to worship 
the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of taber- 
nacles;” which is an allusion to those old Jewish rites, and 
betokens only their serving God; of whichsce Rev. vii. 14, 
15, where those palm-bearing triumphers are said to serve 
God day and nightin his temple. Lastly, Christ tells us of 
a certain world to come, in which sins may be forgiven, 
Matt. xu.32; not to the sons of the resurrection, who 
are without all sin, but to those who are of the nations that 
are saved, and walk in the light of the New Jerusalem, 
Rey. xxi. 24; who yet sinning, and repenting of their sins, 
obtain remission in Christ’s blood. 
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And now, good reader, hark a little to the peculiar privi- 
leges of that day and time; yet, for brevity’s sake, take 
them almost in so many words. 

I. In the time of this thousand years there will be an end 
for ever of the beast and false prophet. O happy riddance 
to the world! for what good did they ever do: nay, what 
evil did they not? Farewell, thou whore of Babylon, Rev. 
xvii. 3, who didst incbriate the nations and tl eir kings 
with the wme of the wrath of thy fornications. “Thy judg- 
ments are come in a day, Rev. xvili. 8,—death, and mourn- 
ing, and famine; for strong is the Lord God that judgeth 
thee. Rejoice (Rev. xviii. 20) over her, thou heayen 
(church), and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath 
avenged you at her hand. That wicked horn (Dan. vil. 21) 
is broken off, who warred against, and wore out the saints ; 
the multitude of thy offences now at last hath broken the 
multitude of thy forces, and thou canst not call back the 
day that is past. ‘Thy two horns, indeed, made the world 
to take thee for a lamb, Rey. xii. 11, but thy speech against 
the saints was always like a dragon. ‘Therefore full well 
art thou cast into (Rev. xix. 20) the lake of fire, for ever, 
as thine own dung, to perish, though thy branches shot up 
to heaven, and thy roots down as low at hell; yet the saints 
now do reign, and rejoice in thy ruin. 

IT. Satan also is (Rev. xx. 2) now chained up and impri- 
soned in the pit. That (1 Pet. v. 8) roaring lion, who went 
about seeking by what means or whom he might devour. 
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O happy time, when lions lie in chains, and the dragon’s 
dwelling is in the deep. 

III. Moreover, now there is a perfect and complete end 
of all godless governors, who did always oppress, disquiet, 
and vex the church and spouse of Christ. God then (Rev. 
xi. 18) destroys all those that destroy the earth. Yea, then 
and in that day shall our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb and 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Spouse and Husband of 
his church, the Lord of lords, and King of kings, who at 
the first went out conquering and to conquer, who did be. 
forehand signify all these things to his servants by his angel, 
take to himself his great power and reign; and let the na- 
tions be as angry as they will or can, yet, in despite of all 
their fury, he shall give rewards unto his servants the pro- 
phets, and to his saints, and to them that fear his name, both 
small and great. Then (Rev. xix. 6) shall the Lord God 
omnipotent reign, with the shoutings and hallelujahs of hie 
elect. Yea, the saints shall sit on thrones (1 Cor. vi. 2; 
Dan. vii. 21, 27; Matt. xix. 28) and judge the world. This 
well may stain the beauty and dazzle the glory of all earthly 
powers. For then (Isa. xxiv. 23) the moon shall be con- 
founded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall 
reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his an- 
cients gloriously. Then shall righteousness run up and 
down, and be asa mighty stream. 

IV. Moreover, then will be a lasting peace, and wars 
shall cease to the ends of the earth, when Christ, the Prince 
of peace, shall sway the sceptre, judging amongst many na- 
tions, and rebuking many people. Then shall their swords | 
be beaten into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor 
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shall they learn war any more, Isa. ii 4. ‘In that day 
{saith God] (Hos. ii. 18) I will break the bow, and the sword, 
and the battle-axe out of the earth, and I will make them to 
lie down safely.” Peace before had been full oft desired, 
but it will be then completely attained. 

Y. Also then will all persecution be brought to an end 
and cease. Then the envy of Ephraim shall depart, and 
the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not 
envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim, Isa. xi. 13. 
Ezek. xxviii. 24; And there shall be no more a pricking 
brier unto the house of Israel, nor any gricving thorn of all 
that are round about them, that despised them. See also 
Ezek. xxvii. 25 and 26. Then Christ weeds out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them that do iniquity. 
For itis a righteous thing with him to render tribulation to 
them that trouble his church, and to them that are troubled 
rest, 2'Thess. i. 7. ic 

VI. Then likewise will be an end of all oppression. For 
who is left to oppress?) The beast and false prophet they 
are gone, the dragon is bound, all wicked men are now un. 
der the hatches, and Jaid at Christ’s footstool. Violence 
shall no more be heard in her land, wasting nor destruction 
within her borders, Isa. hiv. 14. Ezck. xlv. 8: My princes 
shall no more oppress my people; they shall be far from op. 
pression. The new heavens and new earth is a place 
wherein dwells righteousness. Psa. ]xxii.2: He shall judge 
the people with righteousness, and the poor with judgment ; 
ver. 4: He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save 
the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the op- 
pressor. 

VII. At that day also, and in that time, there shall not 
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be any that shall hurt or Hats” one beast shall no nore 
hurt another, nor one man his fellow.‘ For (Isa. xi. 6, 7, a. 
8, 9) the wolf shall also dwell with the lamb, and the leop- 
ard shall lie down with the kid: and the calf, and the young 
lion, and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed, their young 
ones shall lie down together, and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole 
of the asp; and the weaned child shall put his hand on the’ 
cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain.” Understand we this of men or beasts,— 
and neither shall be hurtful or offensive each to other, but — 
great agreement will be among them. And this some un- 
derstand to be the meaning of the apostle, Rom. viii. 19, 20, 
21; in which words these four following things scem to be 
observable, viz. 

1. That now the creature is under the bondage of corrup- 
tion; that is, prone and apt to devour, destroy, and make a 
prey one of another. | 

. That the creature hereafter shall be delivered from 
that bondage ; that is, they shall not (as heretofore) hurt and 
destroy one another. 

3.. That there shall be a time when the sons of God shall 
have a glorious hberty ; that is, they shall not hurt one anoth- 
er, nor receive hurt from any. 

A, That the creatures in their kind shall partake of their 
hiberty, and they shall not be hurtful one to another, but live 
in peace and quietness. 

‘ VIII. Moreover, then shall be an end of fear, terror, and 
dread. For they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, 
neither shall the beast of. the land devour them; but they 
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shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid. Ise. 
liv.14: ‘In righteousness [saith the prophet] shalt thou be 
established ; thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt 
not fear: and from terror, for it shall not come near thee.” 
Jer. xxx. 10: “ Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, 
saith the Lord, neither be dismayed, O Israel; for, lo, I will 
save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their cap: 
tivity ; and Jacob shall return and be in rest, and be quiet, 
and none shall make him afraid.” 

IX. Lastly, this will be a time of such purity and holiness, 
of the fear of the Lord and righteousness, as never was nor 
will be till that time. This will make it to be millennium 
aureum or aureum seculum. It will be a golden day and 
age, indeed, for the holy city, the New Jerusalem: that ci- 
ty of gold and pearl, mentioned Rev. xxi. doth contemporate 
and synchronise with the thousand years, as might be abun- 
dantly proved, if Reverend Mcde had not done it to my 
hand, so that it would but be acta agere, which I intend not- 
This will be that time of truth without mixture of error, a time 
of light without mixture of darkness, a time of knowledge 
without mixture of ignorance, from whence all heresy doth 
proceed, The light of the moon shall be as the sun, and the 
light of the sun shall be seven fold, as the light of seven days. 
The ordisxances also will then be pure, without mixtures of su- 
perstition, human inventions, and will-worship. ‘There are 
those rivers of water of life, clear as crystal. - Great also 
will be the holiness of that day, Zech. xiv. 9; Rev. xxii. 1; 
Isa. 11.2; ‘‘ for it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, 
and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
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go and say, Come ve and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths, for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” See also Zech. viii. 19, 20,21,22. The 
streets of the city are all gold, and golden will be the lives 
and conversations of the citizens; yea, God shall be known 
in her palaces for a refuge; the foundations of her city are 
all of pearl; her streets paved with precious stones; her gar- 
dens fragrant with all manner of pleasant flowers; her de- 
lightful walks are always green; her springs are living wa- 
ters; her months are one continued May; her trees bear all 
manner of lovely fruits, and the leaves of the same are for 
the healing of the nations; her years are onc lasting joyful 
jubilee, and her strength is always firm; her Jame men leap 
as harts, and the tongue of dumb men then arc loosed. O 
when shall we go, how shall we get to this holy and beauti- 
ful city of God? Her time is coming, her year is at hand, 
and the Lord will hasten it in histime. Reader, thou hast 
here a little taste of the beginning of Zion’s bliss held forth 
unto thee, only according unto our weak and short manner 
of conceiving and expressing: the things themselves as far 

“surmount our thoughts and words asthe heavens are above 
the earth, and as the east is distant from the west. 
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Give me now leave to put a period to all in a word or two 
of application. 
Use 1. Let us help forward this kingdom of Christ on 
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earth by faith and prayer; and so much the rather, because 
the time approacheth, the promises are even come to the 
birth, and they draw on apace. Pray we, therefore, for the 
ruin of Antichrist (Rome must down before Christ will set 
up his kingdom), and for the calling of the Jews—for the 
beginning of this kingdom must be with the Jews; they 
must be caput imperiz, the head and seat of this empire must 
be among them. And let us pray according to Christ’s di- 
rection, ‘Thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven ;” which will never be till these thou- 
sand years. ‘‘ Let [as saith David] all nations serve thee, 
O God; let all people praise thee.” O pray that God would 
take to himself his great power, and reign before the an- 
cients gloriously. 

Use 2. This may inform us that the day of judgment is 
not so-far off as many think it. For if once Antichrist’s 
kingdom go down, Christ’s kingdom is set up, as we have 
before heard ; and certainly Antichrist’s twelve hundred and 
sixty days of reigning are not long to continue; though we 
cannot tell justly how long, yet in the general we know it 
cannot be long; and Christ’s kingdom is within and during 
the great day of judgment. 

Use 3. This doctrine speaks comfort to you, O ye sons of 
Zion and daughters of Jerusalem! O thou wife and spouse 
of Christ, thou art she who hast seen and dost see affliction ; 
yea, from thy youth up thou hast been slain, and killed all 
the day long; the furrows have been made long upon thy 
back, and thou hast been emptied from vessel to vessel; thy 
flesh hath no rest, but troubles are on every side; without 
are fightings, within are fears; thou hast been covered as 
with a cloud, and art for a byword and hissing to passers. 
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by; yea, accounted as the offscouring of all things unto this 
day. But be of good cheer, yea, awake and sing, thou that 
dwellest in the dust; for thus saith the Lord God, O thou 
afflicted, and tossed with tempest, and not comforted; be- 
hold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foun- 
dations with sapphire, and make thy windows of agates, and 
gates of carbuncle, and borders of pleasant stones. For thy 
Maker is thy husband, the Lord of Hosts is his name, and 
thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, the God of the whole 
earth shall he be called. Wherefore lift up thy head, for thy 
redemption draws nigh, and the years of thy deliverance are 
now at hand. O wait and pray, and bear up yet a little, a 
very little while, and thy work shall be rewarded, and the 
wicked train shall be no more, but the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and delight themselves in a very great abundance of 
peace; do but fight stoutly through the pikes, and win the 
field; put forth thy strength, and spare no pains, no cost, 
no sweat, no blood. O cast about-a careful eye, use all holy 
policy, rally up thy force afresh; it wants but a little, and 
all is thine own, and then thou art made for ever. Obtain 
and wear the crown ; suffer, and thou shalt doubtless reign ; 
it is thy Father’s good pleasure to give thee the kingdom. 
Thy Husband, who hath washed thee in his blood, and made 
thee clean and spotless; behold, he comes quickly, and his 
reward is with him. Arise, O Lord, and let thine enemies 
be scattered, and those that hate thee flee before thee. Lay 
Babylon in the dust, and let her virgins be cut off. O wound 
the hairy scalp of all thine incurable foes. Let Zion be ex- 
alted, and Jerusalem made a praise in the midst of the earth ; 
preserve thy spouse in the midst of lions, strengthen her faith, 
lengthen her patience, hasten thy coming. O be asa roe or 
young hart upon the mountains of spices. Amen. 
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NOTE A, 


The English reprint here omits 13 pages of the original 
edition, in which an attempt had been made to establish the 
opinion of Mede, that Antichrist arose in 410, and would 
come to his end in 1670. References are also given to 
Leigh’s Lxcidium Antichristi, Moore’s Idea of Antichris- 
tianism, Bickerstcth’s Piacticdl Guide to the Prophecies, 
6th ed., and The Restoration of the Jews, 2d ed.—to which 
anay be added Dr. Duffield’s Dissertations. 

The mistakes of good men with regard to the chronology 
‘of unfulfilled prophecy, should certainly teach us all caution 
in adopting, as well as modcsty in maintaining, any new 
theory that may be suggested on that most difficult topic. 
But they need not, and they ought not, to deter us from the 
study altogether; and stil! less should we allow any num- 
ber of acknowledged, or demonstrable, failures to shake our 
confidence, or damp our hopes, respecting the reality and 
certainty of the predicted events. ‘‘ Ever let us carefully 
distinguish between the events and the times when they 
shall take place. The events arc certain; there is a decreed 
hiddenness about the exact time. Our Lord’s first coming 
was Certain; but the time was sv mysteriously revealed, 
that only the piows were in a state of expectancy, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel. Our Lord’s second coming is 
certain ; bat no man knows the day or the hour; yet to them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time without 
#in unto salvation.’—Bickersteth. 
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It does appear to us, that not a few of our esteemed doc.’ 
tors and reverend editors, in their laudable zeal to expose the 
mischievous presumption of some, have forgotten that the 
grand controversy, after all, is not so much about any par- 
ticular year that may be named, for the termination of cer- 
tain prophetical eras, as about the character of the times 
that lie beyond. This oversight of theirs is the more to be 
regretted, because, with one or two notable exceptions,* 
(rari nantes, gc.) all the different schools of interpretation, 
and indeed the Christian church generally, are agreed im 
the solemn persuasion, that those eras are even now ready 
to expire, and that the crisis of this world’s history is at 
hand. Surely, then, the most interesting and profitable use, 
to which we can put the lamp of prophecy, is to try with its 
help to read the more marked and prominent features of the 
age that isto come. It will be discovered, we trust, ere 
long, that the question at issue is one that concerns, not @ 
date, but a dispensation. For our own part, we should ac- 
count it rather a meagre triumph to show, however satis- 
factorily, that there is no valid proof from Scripture, that 


* Such as Professors Sruart, and Srowr.—It is doubtful, how- 
ever, Whether the gentlem:n last named can fairly be reckoned an 
exception. At least, in his letter to Dr. Mussey, in which he labours 
hard to demonstrate “the utter groundlessness of all the millennial 
arithmetic,” he ives it us his opinion that the prophecy of Zecha- 
riah ix. 1—10 “was written probably 2500 years before the Millen- 
nium.’’ But he also informs his friend, that the date of that predic- 
tion was about 500 before Christ ;’’ so that, according to Dr. Stowe’s 
arithmetic, the Millennium: may be looked for about the year of our 
Lord 2000. Upon the whole, this is rather a comfortable conclusion ; 
and possibly it might have been still more so, if the learned gentleman 
had not neglected to meniion the data, on which his interesting caleu- 
lation is founded. With regard to its accuracy, we make no objec- 
tion, noinsinuation. On the contrary, we should be sorry, ifit turned 
out to be “ utterly groundless.” 

Then as for Professor Siuart’s Hints on Prophecy—(a modest title 
to a most immodest book)—it is precisely the work we shoutd be likely 
to select for the perusal of any intelligent man, whom we wished to 
persuade of the low ebb, to which prophetical study has sunk in some 
of the more distinguished even of or theological seminaries. After he 
had struggled through this heap cf—what in a writer of less reputation 
we'might venture to call—conceited absurdities, he would have less 
difficu'ty in understanding how Milleri=in, with all its grievous errors, 


and considerable admixture of truth, had been able to trample, Smosh + 


unchecked, through su lurge a portion of the American church. 
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the periods designated by Daniel and John will be fulfilled 
this year; especially since we admit, as the ablest and most 
successful of Mr. Miller’s opponents also do, that they are 
very nearly fulfilled. What follows the fulfilment ?—and 
that whether the exact period be “to-day, or to-morrow, or 
the third day”—is an enquiry better deserving of our most 
strenuous and prayerful diligence. It is here ‘properly, and 
not sooner, that the readers of prophecy begin to arrange 
themselves under their several banners, as Millenarians, 
Millerites, and Millerists; or, if we might venture to trans- 
late the odd nomenclature, we should call them respectively 
the literalists—the consistent—and the inconsistent, spirtt- 
. ualizers; meaning by our inconsistent brethren those, who, 
while they acknowledge themselves compelled to interpret 
literally the predictions of Jewish Restoration, insist at the 
same time on eae spiritually its invariable Mil- 
lennial accompaniments! 

Now the first of these classes believes as firmly as the se- 
cond can do, and confesses as openly with the mouth, that 
the blessed and only Potentate of the new heavens, and the 
new earth, will shortly appear to destroy them which destroy 
the.earth, and to establish the just. We even deeply la- 
ment, that by their strange dislike (although on the ordinary 
principles of interpretation it is easily enough accounted for) 
to the theme, which, more than any other since the world 
began, has uniformly awakened the loftiest raptures of the 
prophetic harp, we mean Messiah’s glory in the national res- 
toration of Israel, and consequent regeneration of the whole 
earth, Mr. Miller and his followers should so sadly weaken 
their own argument, otherwise irresistible, for the speedy 
return of ‘Israel’s true King.” But, in the meanwhile, we 
respectfully entreat our brethren of the third denomination 
mentioned above, to suspend their all-too impetuous, and 
disproportioned, assaults upon the weak points of their own 
consistent neighbours, the Millerites; and then calmly and 
kindly give us their reasons for thinking, in opposition to 
both the other classes combined, that the Master will not, 
must not, cannot come again for at least the next thousand 
years? and that this present evil world, with its hundreds of 
millions of benighted heathen, sensual Mahometans, besot- 
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ted Papists, and covetous Protestants, is to be ‘‘ redeemed, 
regenerated, and disenthralled’”’ before He does come? So 
far as we can learn, this has never been done yet by some 
who have both promised, and threatened, to do it. Indeed, 
it has scarcely been attempted by any. 

To say, as 1s sometimes done, that, unless these things 
are so, we shall have to submit to a considerable change in 
the ordinary style of thinking and preaching on such sub- 
jects, is a plea of which none will be eager to avail them- 
selves but those—a formidable majority, we are aware, in 
every age—whose spirit of bondage to custom, and fashion, 
and present interest, 1s stronger than their loyalty to truth. 
To such we do not address ourselves. Our only hope is 
that others, who may feel no anxiety to establish a character 
for prudence by taking rank in this very large and influen- 
tial class, will consent to a friendly discussion of the previ- 
ous question, and that is, whether the word of God, which 
alone is truth, do not imperatively require some modification 
of the kind referred to. 

Doubtless there was good sense in the plan of the excel- 
lent Richard Cecil, of not allowing his first principles, and 
most carefully formed conclusions, in religious matters, to 
be disturbed by every wind of doctrine, that might be blow- 
ing. ‘I have put these things away on the shelf,” he 
would say, ‘‘and I must not” be asked to be always taking 
them down.” Some things lie, so to speak, on the surface 
of revelation, and he that runs may read them. Wayfaring 
men, though fools, need not err therein; and no spiritually 
minded man can mistake them. Let us also bless God, that 
this class of obvious, self-evident verities is by far the most 
important class. But then it should be added, that it is by 
no means the most numerous. 

There are not very many of our opinions after all that 
can justly lay claim to this right of exemption from farther 
review. Especially is Cecil’s rule inapplicable to those of 
them, which relate to the obscurer parts of the divine ora- 
cles, and which may have obtained admission at the first 
on the strength rather of hearsay, than of evidence. The 
call for renewed and candid inquiry will, of course, be all 
the louder, if we find that not a few of at least equal honesty, 
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and piety, abilities, and opportunity with ourselves, and who 
have, moreover, the longest and most diligently studied the 
subject, have been led to results directly opposed to ours. It 
will then not be ‘ using lightness,” it will only be a very 
reasonable and becoming modesty, to take down from the 
shelf these bundles, covered though they be with the dust of 
years, and ascertain whether really they might not be better 
sorted and arranged. We shall not be able to justify our- 
selves even to our own consciences, if we wilfully decline 
the trouble of such a course, by thinking of the pain it might 
occasion us, were we to discover that we had inadvertently, 
through haste or oversight, advanced to the place of hon- 
our, and kept stored away in our treasury of valuables, arti- 
cles that would have been far more appropriately consigned 
to the chaos of the lumber-room. 


NOTE B. 


How has the wisdom of ‘‘ that reverend mystery-scarch- 
er” been confirmed by the mournful experience of other two 
hundred years! ‘ The Jews laugh and scorn at us, and 
are hardened in their infidelity.” Or if, during all that 
time, a single instance can be found of marked success in 
preaching the gospel to that wonderful people, the exception 
only renders the reasoning of the old sage tenfold more con- 
elusive. Within the last thirty years, as Tholuck testifies, 
a greater work of enlightenment and conversion has been 
going on among them than at any previous period since the 
days of the Apostles; and that chiefly under the auspices of 
the London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews. Now many, not to say most, of the leading influen. 
ces of that noble socicty ure millennarian ; and, with regard 
to the agency it employs, a sentence or two from a Lecture 
on the Advent of Messiah, by the Rev. W. Dalton, A. M. 
will be at once satisfactory and instructive :-— 

“It may be here mentioned, as corroborative of these 
views, that all our missionaries amongst the Jews have been 
led to the doctrine of the Second Advent, in connexion with 
the kingdom of righteousness on the earth, either at their 
preparatory studies, or from their actual controversies with 
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the Jews. I believe that we have not a single instance of & 
Jewish missionary, who has remained any time the advocate 
of a mere spiritual millennium, and I am quite confident 
that the unanimous testimony of our most experienced mis- 
sionaries is, that to hope to convert any of the Jewish family 
by setting before them the prophecies of a suffering Messiah 
in their literal meaning, whilst all the prophecies which 
speak of the reign of the Son of David, the restoration of 
Israel, the renovation of the earth, and the fulness of right. 
eousness, are explained in an obscure and mystical sense, is, 
of all others, the most unfounded expectation and fruitless 
labour.” * 


NOTE C. ¥9 


Let it not be supposed from these occasional references to 
Pareus, the renowned Heidelbergh doctor, as an anti-mil- 
lenarian, that he must, asa matter of course, have held the 
truly modern notion of anti-millenarians about the univer- 
sal triumph of Christianity, prior to the ‘ revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” [t has been often proved, and never contradicted, 
that the Reformers, and the Churches which they formed, 
were absolute strangers to that idea, popular as it has be- 
come of late years. We shall not, therefore, troubl2 the 
reader with quotations, farther than to illustrate the senti- 
ments of Pareus on what is perhaps the most vital point in. 
the controversy. How comes it, that the admirers of what is 
ancient and vencrable have never contrived, while search- 
ing for authorities, to get farther back than the beginning of 
last century? We do earnestly assure our brethren, that in 
this and many other matters we are able to say with Merle 
D’Aubigné, that we too “ thirst for antiquity.” In the com. 
mentary of Pareus on Matt. xxiv. 14, these remarks oceur: 

‘* Now this universal preaching is not to be understood 
strictly—in which sense it never will happen that the gos- 
pel shall be preached absolutely to all nations at once, (for 
there will be a perpetual separation of the church and the 
world,)—but by synecdoche or distribution; it shall be. 
preached not to the Jews alone, but to other nations also, 


* “Tsroel Restored,” 
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without distinction of people..... However it may be with the 
new world, or other regions still hidden from us, it is a false 
interpretation of our Lord’s words, as if there were not to be 
a spot on the earth’s surface, where the gospel shall not be 
preached. For it is a thing never to be looked for, that the 
whole world shall become Christian; since the enemies of 
the Church, together with Antichrist, shall not cease but at 
the last coming of Christ. Christ must rule in the midst of 
enemies, until all are made his footstool, which will be at 
the end of the age”—in fine sacculi. 


NOTE D. 


If the author means, as he probably does, that, at the close 
of the Millennial Judgment, ‘ the New Earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” will be eternally forsaken by. the re- 
deemed from among men, we confess that we can think of 
no sufficient scriptural authority forthe statement. It may 
be so, for aught we certainly know; but that is different 
from asserting that it will be so. To us. it appears, that. 
with the setting of that glorious day the curtain of the apoc- 
alyptic drama “descends ; and that there is really nothing . 
farther revealed concerning the destinies of the human race, 
except that God’s children are forever blessed, and His ad. 
versaries accursed for ever. 

Of course, we should haye much the same difficulty in a- 
dopting the suggestion of some,* that the renovated earth, 
will, aiter the Millennium, be itself destroyed. | 

The due discussion of these topics, however, would in- 
volve a critical examination of texts:—and for this we may 
hesraute find a more suitable opportunity, than these. notes 
afford. 


NOTE E. 


"Paul was converted by an appearance of Christ to him ; i 
itis possible the Jews may be converted by the same way.” 

There is no millenarian opmion, that is more apt to 
etartle an inquirer than this, when it is first presented. And 


* See “ The Spirit of the sixth Century”’—for May, 1843. 


142 NOTES. 


yet the text abundantly shows, that it is by no means pecu+ 
har to modern millenarians, muchas they have been abused 
for it. The reader may be surprised to find another instance, 
out of many that might be furnished, of eminent men who 
have held the very same view, in the personof Matthew 
Mead, of Stepney, author of the Almost Christian, one of the 
best of the ejected Non-conformists of England, and the in- 
timate friend of the great John Howe, who preached his fu- 
neral sermon—one of ‘‘the prophets,” in short, whose 
‘“‘tombs” even Scribes and Pharisees delight to * build,” 
and to ‘“ garnish their sepulchres.”” Now, in Mead’s opin- 
ion, when, and how, were the Jews to be converted ? 

“The means”—he says—‘ that bring this about are won: 
derful. The first means of their conversion shall be a sign 
from heaven; by the appearing of Christ. ‘Then shall ap. 
pear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven, and then shall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn.’ (Matt. 24.) Some un- 
derstand this of the wonderful manifestation of Christ in or- 
der to the Jews’ conversion, and Rev. xi. 19, may give some 
light to it....So that it seems that the conversion of the Jews, 
whenever it shall come to pass, will not be affected only by 
the ordinary means of preaching the gospel, but by some 
wonderful vision from heaven. And that which seems to 
confirm this notion is the manner of St. Paul’s conversion. 
God seems to set up St. Paul’s conversion, who was a Jew, 
for a type and pattern of their conversion. ‘ For this cause,’ 
saith he, ‘I obtained mercy, that in me first Christ Jesus 
might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them, 
who should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” Why 
doth Paul say, that in me Christ might show a pattern ? it 
must refer to the manner of his conversion, which began by 
a bodily sight of Christ. A vision from heaven converted 
Paul. Christ thus appeared to him, to convert him, that he 
might be for a pattern of God’s grace, and of the manner 
of God’s working upon the Jews; for it is not to the Gen. 
tiles, they are not called after this pattern; but it is to them 
that should hereafter believe, that is, the Jews, that did not 
believe now, but abode in unbelief, but hereafter they should 
be brought in, and be brought in in this manner as St. Paul! 
was brought in, viz., by a sign from heaven. And this 
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makes the manner of their conversion wonderful, though 
their conversion may be completed by the gospel, yet it 
shall be begun by a light from heaven; ‘they shall look to 
me whom they pierced, and mourn.’ ‘ Behold he comes in 
the clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him.’ ”* 


NOTE F. 


_ The following remarks of Mr. Bickersteth, which occur 
at p. 206 of his Volume on the Restoration of the Jews, 
may help the student’s inquiries with regard to the succes. 
sive steps in the progress of that great fulfilment, so dear to 
the heart of Christ; (see Is. !xii. 1, 2.) 

““In my friend Mr. McNeile’s Lectures on the Jews, he 
supposes the repentance of the Jews, as Jews, is preparatory 
to their restoration; and that a penitential cry to the God 
of their fathers, uttered by them as Jews and asa nation, is 
what we are first to expect. He builds this on these passa. 
ges, Ley. xxvi. 40—45. Deut. iv. 27—31; xxx. 1—3. 
Ez. vi. 8. Hosea vy. 14,15; vi. 1. 2Chron. vi; and their 
past deliverances and the analogy of sound doctrine. There 
can indeed be no doubt that their full and glorious restora. 
tion is after their repentance, but I think we have also abun. 
dant evidence....that the Jews will be partially restored in 
an unconverted state, and that this is what we have first to 
expect; and that it is well to see this, that we may not be 
deceived by their first restoration, as if this were the begin- 
ning of their blessedness, instead of, after a short season of 
tranquility, Ezek. xxxvii. 11$ the beginning of their last 
and greatest trouble, before their final deliverance and full 
glory, Exekiel xxxviil. xxxix.”— 


* “ Original S:rmons on the Jews—by Matthew Mead, of Stepney.” 
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